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SSC POLI 201 Foundations of Comparative Politics 

 

FALL 2021 

 

Classroom no: TBA – and or ZOOM  

Class times: Tuesday 4-5.45 PM, Friday 11-12.45 PM  

 

Instructor: Dr. Herman Lelieveldt  

Email: h.lelieveldt@ucr.nl 

Tel: 0118-655519 

Office no. & location: Eleanor ST. 2.06 

Office hours: through appointment/Zoom 

 

I. Track information 

a) Prerequisites for this course: any 100-level social science course 
b) Students can take this course towards fulfilling their intensive writing requirement. Note 

however that the course is part of the SSC track and can not used to fulfill ACC 

requirements.  

c) Completing this course gives access to all 300-level politics courses. For further 

information about the track, please see the track document available on the UCR 

intranet. 

 

 

II. Course description 

 

All over the world people seem increasingly dissatisfied with the way their political system 

works, whether its citizens in Venezuela longing for the replacement of the Maduro regime, to 

voters in established democracies who are increasingly voting for parties at the left and right 

extremes of the political spectrum. Democracies are increasingly faced with populist leaders 

and parties who challenge the very foundations of liberal representative regimes. Critics claim 

the system is out of touch with ordinary people and only serves the interests of political elites 

and demand more direct and drastic means to make and change policies. How can we 

understand and explain these developments?  Foundations of comparative politics provides you 

with the key analytical tools to analyze and compare political systems and the development and 

functioning of democracies in particular. This is done using the research tools of ‘mainstream’ 

political science: theory driven qualitative and quantitative empirical research that seeks to 

describe and/or explain political phenomena. The course provides an overview and analysis of 

the core structures and institutions of political systems by examining the position of the state 

and studying its internal structures and functioning and its interaction with society.   

We examine these issues through the lense of populism as a worldwide phenomenon 

that helps us understand many of these developments. After jointly watching a documentary on 

Hugo Chavez, one of the world’s populist leaders par excellence we start off with Mudde and 

Kaltwassers Populism. A Very Short Introduction. We subsequently turn to more thoroughly 

examining political systems using the comparative politics approach by unpacking the concept of 

democracy and learning to measure it in its different dimensions. We subsequently analyze 
processes of democratization in different parts of the world and analyze theories explaining 
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these processes. We then turn to an examination of the functioning of more established 

democracies and the challenges they face from developments such as the decline of political 

parties, mediatization, the rising importance of non-majoritarian institutions such as courts and 

impact of globalization and internationalization on the capacity of domestic governments to act. 

You are invited to write a small paper that further explores populism or any of its related 

phenomena. The course will devote explicit attention to foster your skills in doing research, in 

order to prepare you better for the Senior Projects later in your studies at UCR.  

 

III.  Study Load  

This course earns students four credits (equivalent to 7.5 ECTS). The class meets twice a week 

for two hours. Preparation time is approximately 10 hours per week.   

 

IV. Course materials 

 

Books 

• Hague, Rod and Martin Harrop & John Mc Cormick Comparative Government and Politics. 

An Introduction. 11th Edition, 2019. You can not use older editions. (HHM in course 

outline). 

• Mudde, Cas and Cristobal Rovira Kaltwasser. Populism A Very Short Introduction. Oxford. 

Oxford University Press. 2017. 

• Oost, Heinze, Circling Around the Research Question, Utrecht, IVLOS (available on 

Moodle).  

 

Articles  

• Coppedge, Michael, Angel Alvarez, and Claudia Maldonado, 2008  “Two Persistent 

Dimensions of Democracy: Contestation and Inclusiveness,” Journal of Politics 70:3 (July 

2008): 632-647. 

• Gerschewski, J. (2013). The three pillars of stability: legitimation, repression, and co-

optation in autocratic regimes. Democratization, 20(1), 13-38. 

• Iyengar, S., & Massey, D. S. (2019). Scientific communication in a post-truth society. 

Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 116(16), 7656-7661. 

• Kirchheimer, O. (1957). The waning of opposition in parliamentary regimes. Social 

Research, 24: 2 127-156. 

• Kriesi, H., & Hutter, S. (2019). Crises and the Transformation of the National Political 

Space in Europe. In S. Hutter & H. Kriesi (Eds.), European Party Politics in Times of Crisis 

(pp. 3-32). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  

• Rose, Richard and Doh Chull Shin. 2001. "Democratization Backwards: The Problem of 

Third-Wave Democracies." British Journal of Political Science 31:331-54.  

• Scharpf, Fritz W. 1998. Interdependence and Democratic Legitimation. MPIfG Working 

Paper: Max Planck Institut für Gesellschaftsforschung.  

• Streeck, W., & Schmitter, P. C. (1985). Community, market, state-and associations? The 

prospective contribution of interest governance to social order. European Sociological 

Review, 1(2), 119-138 

• Welzel, C. 2009. Theories of Democratization. In: Haerpfer, C., Bernhagen, P., 

Inglehart, R. & Welzel, C. (eds.) Democratization. Oxford: Oxford University Press.  
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Manuals 

 Oost, H. (2003) Circling Around the Research Question. IVLOS, 2003, Available on Moodle 

 

 

 

V. Course organization and requirements 

a) General format of class meetings 

The class meetings serve to integrate and deepen the understanding of the preparatory 

activities you have been engaged in. Formal lecturing will be kept to a minimum. We will further 

study the chapter and assigned articles through a variety of activities: short presentations by 

students, mini-lectures, small exercises, discussions and case studies.  

 

b) Student expectations 

UCR is a small scale and intensive honors college and expects a pro-active attitude from 

students, without instructors having to spell out each and every aspect of what such an attitude 

entails. When in doubt, please ask me.  

 

c) Rules for missing classes and deadlines 

Attendance & participation 

Your attendance is registered in Moodle and you are able to check your attendance record there. 

Please inform me right away if I have erroneously counted you as absent. I appreciate informing me 

beforehand of absences. You may miss two classes unexcused, missing more than 6 will fail the 

entire course.  

 

Deadlines 
All written work in this course needs to be submitted via Moodle before the stated deadlines. For 

written work late hand-ins will incur a 20% downgrade if the paper is handed in after the deadline, 

with an additional 20 % being deducted for every 24 hour period thereafter. If there are valid 

reasons that would justify extra time for a specific task, please ask for this before the deadline 

passes.  Note that it is always better to hand-in unfinished/underdeveloped assignments, than hand 

in nothing, as the latter yields a 0 whilst you will usually get at least 20 or 40 points for producing 

at least something.  

 

d) Procedures for communication  

All official communication for this course will be posted via Moodle. Please use email only for 

questions that are truly urgent, including issues with Moodle, as I may sometimes make a 

mistake with specifying deadlines in the system or opening assignments.  

 

e) Changes to the course  

On the basis of student evaluations, extensive in class discussions, consultations with students 

and reflection on course outcomes as well as curricular changes in UCRs program the following 

changes were implemented from the spring 2021 edition of the course. Following the positive 

feedback on these in the course evaluations, these changes remain in place.  
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• Research skills: this course allocates extra attention to learning to formulate good 

research questions and use these for effective searches for relevant empirical studies 

using Web of Science, rather than Google Scholar. This should help students prepare 
for more extensive research endeavors in their senior projects.  

• Textbook: with this edition of the course we return to the Hague and Harrop textbook 

which in its revised edition better reflects the themes and approaches that are most 

suitable for an introductory comparative politics course 

• Summary writing: the exam for this course has been replaced by summary writing as an 

assessment tool. This ensures all students come prepared to class, whilst it builds 

essential information processing skills at the same time.  

 

 

VI. Assessment 

 

Type Percentage 

Short assignment (2 x 10 %) 

Research Paper 

20 %  

30 % 

Article/chapter summaries 

Participation/Online engagement 

Election briefing  

30 % 

10 %   

10 % 

 

 

Short assignments 

Students write two 800-1200 word analyses where they apply the concepts and theories 

covered in the book to a concrete case at hand. These papers are one-shot exercises, where 

the feedback is meant to improve upon the next paper written.  

 

Article/chapter summaries 

Except for the HHM textbook and the Oost manual, for every article or chapter(s) assigned as 

part of the readings you write a summary that is handed in at the latest at the start of class and 

submit between 1-3 accompanying questions. The format of this summary is free and may 

consist of typed text, handwritten notes, mindmaps, powerpoints etc. Students will receive 

feedback for the first summaries handed in, afterwards feedback will be given through a 

sampling of summaries or at students specific request. Summaries will be graded in a marginal 

fashion, where 80 points are awarded for summaries that are complete and comprehensive. In 

case no summary is handed in a 0 is assigned. The lowest scoring grade will not be included in 

the calculation of the mean score.   

 

Research Paper Students write a 2500-3500 words research paper that examines a 

comparative politics research question through a review of scholarly literature and application 

to one or more relevant cases. Students can either choose to review and integrate existing 

research on a specific question through the analysis of secondary sources, or can opt to engage 

in a small empirical study themselves, which will allow them to gain some empirical research 

experience.  Papers are graded on four elements that each can receive a maximum of 25 points: 
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Specificity and clarity of the research question, theoretical analysis, facts and evidence and 

exposure. Further explanation of these criteria can be found on Moodle.  

 

Election briefings Every student will prepare a max 10-15 minutes election briefing for a 

country that has just had or is about to have elections. These briefings should explore these 

elections using the concepts and theories of comparative politics: e.g.: the inclusiveness and 

competitiveness of the election, record of the outgoing government, ideological landscape, 

results of election and explanations for this, the role of the opposition, the extent to which the 

elections can be classified as free and fair etc, coalition formation etc. Students are expected to 

illustrate their talk with a couple of relevant images/figures/tables. Slides are not to be used for 

bulletpoints or other textual information. For an overview of upcoming elections, see: 

https://www.ndi.org/elections-calendar and https://www.osce.org/odihr/elections/calendar . You 

may focus on any legislative or executive election at national level in the world.  

 

Participation 
Your participation grade is determined on the basis of your engagement in the course, the 

extent to which you have prepared the readings and can interact in discussions. 

 

Grades are assigned on the basis of the criteria below using percentages, which will only be 

converted to lettergrades at the end of the course. Please note that you work needs to be 

flawless in terms of meeting all expectations in order to receive an 80. If you succeed in 

exceeding expectations, you may receive grades going beyond 80.   

 

VII. Course schedule  

 
HHM denotes chapters from the main textbook Hague, Harrop, McCormick 

 

Wk Ses Date   Theme HHM 

 

Other things to read or 

do 

 

I  1 Tue Aug  31 Documentary: The Revolution will not be 

televised 

  

 2 Fri Sept 3 WS: Comparative politics: theories & methods, 

variables, cases, facts and evidence 

2 & 3  

II 3 Tue Sept 7 Introducing Populism I   Mudde & Kaltwasser 1-3 

 4 Fri Sept 10 Introducing Populism II  Mudde & Kaltwasser 4-6 

III 5 Tue Sept 14 WS: Workshop on the empirical cycle, research 

questions and searching political science sources 

  

 6 Fri Sept 17 Key concepts: Power, state, market & civil 

society 

1 & 4 Streeck and Schmitter (119-

127) 

IV 7 Tue Sept 21 WS: Embedding your research and making it  

theoretically and socially relevant.  

 CA 1 due 

Oost: Relevance 

 8 Fri Sept 24 Defining and measuring democracy 5 Rose & Chin 

Coppedge et al 

V 9 Tue Sept 28 Authoritarian Rule 6 & all HHM 

sections on 

authoritarian 

regimes 

 

Gerschewski  

https://www.ndi.org/elections-calendar
https://www.osce.org/odihr/elections/calendar
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 10 Fri Oct 1 Theories of democratization  Welzel  

 

VI 11 Tue Oct 5 Constitutions, Courts and Non-Majoritarian 

Institutions 

7  

 12 Fri Oct 8 Political executive 8 CA2 due 

VII 13 Tue Oct 12 Legislatures & Opposition 9 Kirchheimer 

 14 Fri Oct 15 Bureaucracies & Accountability 10   

VIII 15 Tue Oct 19 Multi-level government & democratic 

legitimacy 

11 Scharpf 

 16 Fri Oct 22 WS: Structuring your paper, the CARS model, 

Intended vs Achieved domain 

 Oost: Domain 

  Tue Oct 26 Fall Break   

  Fri Oct 29 Fall Break   

IX 17 Tue Nov 2 Political Culture 12  

 18 Fri Nov 5 No class  Paper outline due 

X 19 Tue Nov 9 Political Participation 13  

 20 Fri Nov 12 Political Communication & Media 

(MODERATION DAY – class may be 

postponed/shortened if necessary) 

14 Iyengar and Massey 

XI 21 Tue Nov 16 Political parties and the transformation of 

the political space in Europe 

15 Kriesi & Hutter 

 22 Fri Nov 19 Elections & Voters 16    

XII 23 Tue Nov 23 Voters  17  

 24 Fri Nov 26 Interest Groups 18  

XIII 25 Tue Nov 30 Public Policy 19  

 26 Fri Dec 3 Meetings to discuss paper progress  Paper first part due 

XIV 27 Tue Dec 7 REVISION WEEK   FINISH PAPER   

 28 Fri Dec 10 REVISION WEEK   FINISH PAPER   

XV 29 Tue Dec 14 Paper Roundtable I   

 30 Fri Dec 17 Paper Roundtables II   Final paper due 

        

 

 

VIII. Student learning outcomes 

 

 
SSC POLI 201 –SLOs Weeks 

Demonstrate mastery of disciplinary knowledge 1-3 

Students can outline the main epistemological approaches and Behaviouralism, Institutionalism, Rational 

Choice, Constructivism, Structuralism as distinct theoretical perspectives 

 

Students are able to outline and illustrate the role of theories, hypotheses and evidence in building 

knowledge  

 

Students can compare and evaluate different methodological approaches to the analysis of political 

systems. Case-study, Qualitative comparison, Quantitative methods, Historical approach, Longitudinal 

analysis 

 

Demonstrate mastery of disciplinary skills 3-10 

Students can outline the core features of different democracy definitions and sketch the 

authoritarianism-democracy continuum 

 

Students are able to sketch possible trajectories of democratization, de-democratization and 

authoritarian persistence. 
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SSC POLI 201 –SLOs Weeks 

Students are able to analyze the main institutional features of political systems  

See how discipline helps understand today’s crisis in democracy in particular in the context of the 

emergence of populism as a thin-centered ideology 

 

Understand and exercise academic attitudes and values 10-15 

Proper citation and referencing of literature  

Analyze the component parts of research writing for conventions on both the content and structural 

level, as well as on the stylistic and linguistic level. 

 

Recognize the heterogeneity of academic writing (both in terms of stylistic conventions and use of 

genre) 

 

Produce the component parts of a research paper in line with general and discipline specific 

conventions for the genre.  

 

Understand connection with other disciplines 1-3, 12-15 

Being able to identify the interface with IR, EU politics and public policy subdisciplines  

Understand the way globalization and interdependence affect functioning of domestic political 

systems 
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SSCPOLI201  

 

 

ASSIGNMENTS 

 

 

 

Seven tips for writing assignments & other essays 

1. You are supposed to write a little essay in which you deal with the questions that are 

asked in the assignment. Do not merely provide the information by duly answering each 

question, but use this as the basis for a short essay in which you address the points that 

the exercise wants you to address. Structure your essay using subheadings. Provide a 

roadmap by giving a short introduction on what you are going to do.  

2. Make sure you address all the points, and do not address points that are not directly 
related to the topic at hand. You can not ‘compensate’ the lack of addressing certain 

questions by giving info on other stuff.  

3. Make every table self-explanatory and provide the source at the bottom of the table. 

4. Make use of in-text references: for every significant piece of information, refer to the 

source directly after having given the information. See 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/02/ for an explanation of in-text 

citations (and see other pages at the website for other useful tips on writing and quoting 

sources).  

5. Use quotations/citations only in case of significant statements that merit reproducing 

them literally or serve to illustrate a specific point very well. For the factual assignments 

that you will have to do, this is often not the case.   

6. Do not rely on one source only, and do not rely on Wikipedia. Although much of the 

information on Wikipedia may be useful and valid, it lacks a system that checks the 

credibility and reliability of its entries, making it an unreliable source. Make sure you 

triangulate the sources in order to increase the reliability of your information by cross-

checking it.  

 

SSC POLI 201 Class Assignment  1 

     

(Search Assignment) 

 

The goal of this assignment is to learn to find relevant research on a specific aspect of populism 

and to summarize this.  

 

- On the basis of the Populism – book identify an angle to studying populism that would be 

relevant and formulate a provisional research question. This should generate a number 

of keywords you can use for your searches.  

- Now make use of  Web of Science to locate political science articles that concern your 

topic. 

- Search for scholarly articles that deal with populism. Be creative in searching by using 

wildcards, doing a cited ref search or looking at articles that are cited by others.  

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/02/
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- Make long list of about 25 titles  

- Narrow down the long list to a short list of 10 articles that focuses on a more specific 

topic that interests you. Put these ten articles at the top of your long list.    

- From these 10 articles select the three most relevant articles and argue why they are 

the most important. Ensure that the three articles are related and cover the same 

subtheme.  

- Include the three abstracts for these articles and reformulate your  

- Formulate a provisional research question that captures what these articles cover.  

 

So your search report should contain 

 

1. An overview of the ways you searched for your sources and narrowed down 

2. A long list of 25  articles, top ten covering the subtheme you find most relevant; summary 

of what are the different themes on the basis of titles only. 

3. Three abstracts of the three articles that are most relevant from those 10  

4. A provisional research question that reflects the findings in the articles.  

 

- Note that it may take considerable time to find these articles. Be creative in 

searching by using wildcards, doing a cited ref search or looking at articles 

that are cited by others. Note that this part of the exercise is the most labour 

and time-consuming. Count on working for at least 4-5 hours on finding and 

selecting the 25 -10-3.  

 

Use APA as referencing style. Note that you can save your references easily WOS, in Endnoteweb 

or Referencemanager and can export or format them automatically in APA from these programs.  

 

.  

 

SSC POLI 201 Foundations of Comparative Politics 

Assignment 2  

 

Length: 1000-1500 words 

 

Write an essay in which you answer the question as to what extent your country can be classified 
as a modern democratic state and in doing so pay attention to the critical events that marked the 

transition to democracy or a reversal to a non-democratic regime.   

 

 

Quote your sources properly.  

 

Many useful sources: can be found at the textbook’s links website 

 

 

  



11 

 

SSC POLI 201 Guidelines for the final paper 

 

The paper should address a comparative politics phenomenon by describing, analyzing and 

comparing information and insights on this using the different academic sources. If you want to 

pursue another topic you may choose to study a phenomenon relevant to your country or 

focus on a more general theme and compare across countries. Previous papers have addressed 

questions such as the influence of race and ethnicity on the party system in South-Africa, the transition 

of Paraguay from autocracy to democracy, the development of civil society in Morocco, the development 

of party systems in Ukraine, the emergence of populism in Belgium. Note that some themes may be 

more relevant for some countries than for others.  

 

1. Research question: the paper contains a clear and explicit research question which 

clarifies the different research function(s) Oost distinguishes. 

2. Theoretical analysis: the paper employs an analytic approach where established 

social scientific concepts and theories are used to examine the phenomena at hand. 

This means that the paper has one or more dedicated sections in which these 

concepts and theories are discussed and explained 

3. Facts and evidence: The paper provides an accurate examination of the phenomena 

studied. The facts and      evidence presented are correct and verifiable and you need 

to provide evidence and references to back up your claims and analysis.   

4. Exposure: the paper is well-structured, grammatically correct and meets established 

academic stylistic standards, including the use of APA as a social science referring 

style. 

Your report should be between 2,500 – 3,500 words (excluding references), make use of APA 
referencing, have 1,5 spacing and be handed in on Moodle. Please see the course outline for the 

due dates for different elements of the paper.  

 

 

 


