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ENG PROJ 301, Research in a Sustainable Delta  
 
Fall 2020 
 
Classroom no:   
Class times:   Spring, Wednessdays 9:00-17:00  
 
Instructor:    Dr. ir. N. A. M. (Klaas) Besseling  
Email:    k.besseling@ucr.nl 
Tel:      
Office no. & location: Eleanor, rm 2.09  
Office hours: Mondays to Thursdays; 9:00 – 17:00 
 
I. Track information 

a) This course is part of the track Interdisciplinary Projects.  
b) Prerequisites for this course: AT LEAST TWO OUT OF THE 100 OR 200 PROJECTS. 
c) Other courses which are relevant to this course: ALL OTHER COURSES MAY BE RELEVANT. 

Which are most relevant depends on the selected research topic of each student group.   
 
For further information about the track, please see the track document available on the UCR 
intranet. 
 
II. Course description 
In this project course you will work in small teams of two or three students on a research 
problem relevant for sustainability in the broadest sense. We are looking for collaborations 
with local companies and other institutions. The research questions are supplied by a Zeeland 
based institution or company that is active in innovations that promote sustainability. In this 
way it is guaranteed that the research projects are indeed relevant for the Zeeland delta. 
Furthermore, students will have access to expertise and/or facilities of the external partner, 
which will broaden their perspective.   
 
III.  Study Load  
This course earns students four credits (equivalent to 7.5 ECTS). The class meets once a week 
for two hours. The remainder of the time is used to work on the research project, either in 
UCR facilities, at the hosting partner institution, or at home.   
 
IV. Course materials 

a) Required books and literature:  NONE 
b) Recommended books and literature: NONE; literature depends on the research topic.  
c) Other materials: handouts provided via Moodle. 

 
V. Course organization and requirements 

a) General format of class meetings 
 
The project runs for 17 weeks. For each of these weeks double the full Wednesdays 9:00 – 
17:00 are reserved for this course. Each Wednesday at 9:00 will start with a meetings of all 



ENG PROJ 201 Sustainable Consumer Product Design  3 

students and instructor unless announced otherwise. In these meetings general aspects of doing 
research will be discussed. Furthermore, each group does a small informal presentation on 
progress, problems and questions they encountered in their research project.  
 

b) What are you expecting of students 
 
Students should work on this course on average for about 12 hr/semester week. Students are 
expected to attend scheduled meetings on Wednessdays starting at 9:00. In the schedule all 
Wednessdays are reserved for this project course. Outside these meetings/classes a team of 
students is expected to work quite independently. When the need arises team members can 
consult with the course instructor also outside the scheduled meetings by dropping by at his 
office or by (making an appointment by) email.  

Each semester week before Friday, 23:59, each student should upload on Moodle a brief 
‘self-evaluation report’ (SER) on what she/he has done since the previous report (pdf file named 
TWODIGITWEEKNUMBER_STUDENTNAME, not more than half A4). 

By the end of week 4 each group should submit their report on the literature study on their 
research topic. This report should conclude with a clear formulation of the group’s research 
question and a brief, provisional plan of approach.  

At the end of the project (spring semester week 17) each group submits a final report, and 
gives an oral presentation.  
 

c) Rules for missing classes and deadlines 
 
Attendance of classes is obligatory. For the remaining time it is not required that all team 
members always work simultaneously on their projects. When a student cannot attend class for 
a pressing reason, she/he should consult with the course instructor beforehand via email.  
 

d) Procedures for communication and use of workspaces 
 
Moodle is the default medium of communication in the course, and students should check it 
regularly. All relevant documentation, included minutes of meetings, reports, etc. should be 
stored in the team’s Google Drive folder (to be created by the group), that should be shared 
with the instructor.  
 
This course is subject to UCR academic rules and procedures. Both students and instructors 
are required to know and follow these rules and procedures. 
 
VI. Assessment 
Students will be assessed for their individual performance, based on observations by the UCR 
instructor, the ‘external instructor’ (the contact person at the external partner that supplied 
the research question) and the SERs (see V.b).  
 

Individual week 1 - 6 (see V.b) 10% 
Individual week 7 - 17 (see V.b) 20% 
Report literature study etc. (see V.b) 25%  
Final report (see V.b) 25%  
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Oral presentation (see V.b) 20%  
 
 
 
VII. Course schedule & deadlines 
Time Topics to be discussed Course material Assignments and 

assessment 
Each semester 
week 

Wednessdays at 9:00: Meeting 
of all students and instructor; 
class on general aspects of 
performing research; informal 
discussion and reporting of 
progress, problems and 
questions.  

Various sources, 
handout of 
powerpoint 
presentations 

Before Friday, 
23:59: SER 

Week 1 - 4 Getting acquainted with topic, 
partners.  
Literature study (literature 
study does not end after week 
4!)  

  

Week 4, 
Friday 23:59  

  Report on 
literature study 
etc (see V.b)  

Week 17    Final report 
Oral presentation 

 
VIII. Student learning outcomes 
After this course, students know how to function in a research project. Importantly, this 
includes formulating a clear research question. Students will have learned how to perform a 
literature study, and report on that. Students will have learned practical skills relevant in the 
field of their project. What these skills actually are will depend on the research topic.   
 


