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[SSCSOCI 101 Introduction to Sociology] 

 

[Fall 2020] 

 

Classroom no: RZ 

Class times: TUE 11:00 (1100-1245) FRI 8:45 (9:00-1045)  

- TUE 11-1245 FRI 9-1045 WITH SCREEN BREAK 

 

Instructor: Dr. Rolando Vázquez Melken  

Email: r.vazquez@ucr.nl 

Tel: (0)118 655 500 
Office: E 2.01 
Office hours: Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays (by appointment). 
 

I. Track information 

a) Prerequisites for this course: None 

b) This course serves as prerequisite for:  

• - Modern Sociology   

• - Migration and Integration 

• - Latin American Social Theory and Debate 

• - Consumer Society and Media  

• - New Social and Political Movements  

• - Current issues in Social Theory  

 

For further information about the track, please see the track document available on the UCR intranet. 

 

 

II. Course description 

This course is designed to introduce students to key issues of global sociology. 
 
The course will mix the study of contemporary issues of global sociology combining a monograph 
by Sarah Ahmed, the William Little : Introduction to Sociology – 2nd Canadian Edition and the 
resources of Global Social Theory (.org) so as to encourage transversal reading and thinking. The 
course combines some of the most urgent topics of contemporary global sociology and with an in-
depth of the most recent work of Sara Ahmed. Students are expected to understand the current value 
of sociological thought and learn to develop relevant and informed analysis of the social problems 
of our times. Students are also expected to reflect on their geo-historical positionality, actively 
participate in the learning process of the group and recognize how the course is implicated in the 
wider social and ecological reality. 
 
The course will take the challenge to develop a contemporary approach to sociology that creates 
awareness about the urgency and diversity of the field. The students will get acquainted with the 
major problems informing current global sociology, and they will learn to develop a way of thinking 
and a way of building research questions in a sociologically informed way. The course will hopefully 
leave more open questions than answers in the student’s mind and awaken their sociological 
imagination. 
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III.  Study Load  

This course earns students four credits (equivalent to 7.5 ECTS). The class meets twice a week for two hours. 

Preparation time is approximately 10 hours per week.   

 

IV. Course materials 

a) Required books and literature: 

 

Ahmed, Sara, 2019, What's the Use?, Durham and London: Duke University Press. 

 

William Little, 2016, Introduction to Sociology – 2nd Canadian Edition, B.C. Open Textbook Collection. 

 

Resources from Global Social Theory (globalsocioaltheory.org). 

 

b) Recommended books and literature: 
 

Cohen, Robin and Kennedy, Paul, 2012, Global Sociology, New York: Palgrave 

 

Giddens, Anthony 2006, Sociology, 5th ed., Cambridge: Polity 

 

Giddens, Anthony 1971, Capitalism and Modern Social Theory, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

 

V. Course organization and requirements 

 

DEMOCRATIC TEACHING  

-This course is based on your continuous and active participation. It is your course.  

 

-Your work is not just for covering the demands of the teacher, nor is it just for your own interest and grade; 

your work is your contribution to our learning community.  

 

-Democratic teaching means that you are responsible for the learning process of all of us.  
 

a) General format of class meetings 

b) The class is primarily organized in the form of discussion seminars. 
 

Students are requested to prepare for each session and upload their reading notes BEFORE 
class. 
 
Students need to bring the reading material to each session. 
 

c) UCR rules for missing classes and deadlines will be strictly enforced. According to the UCR 
academic rules and procedures, a student fails a course if he/she is absent more than 25% of 
all classes. 
 

Late Submissions: In case of late submission (for whichever reason) you will lose 10 out of 100 
points for every day of delay. 
 

a) Moodle is the official mode of communication. 
You can always send an email or meet me for individual guidance. 
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• Students are required to hand in their final work via MOODLE  
 

This course is subject to UCR academic rules and procedures. Both students and instructors are required to 

know and follow these rules and procedures. 

 

VI. Assessment 

 

• 25% Reading Notes 

• 25% Midterm Exam 

• 25% Presentations 

• 25% Research Paper 

 

25% READING NOTES 

• Every class you will upload to Moodle the reading notes BEFORE CLASS and have them available 
during class.  

• These notes consist of a retro-reading with the key ideas of the text and 3 questions based on 3 
quotes from the text. 

• Every session as we work in groups, I will assess the quality of your reading notes and thus your 
contribution to the group work. 

• Late reading notes (including during the break) are NOT accepted. 

• Reading Notes Grading: All: A+ 86, -1: A 82, -2: A- 78, -3: B+ 75, -4: B 72, -6: C+ 65, -7: C 62, -8 
C- 57, -9 D+ 54, -10 D 52, -11 D- 50, -12 F 48. 

 

25% Class Material and Final Research Presentations. 

 

The Class Material presentation 

During the semester you will be in charge of presenting one of the William Little 'Introduction to Sociology' 

chapters to the class. 

 

The presentations will be done in groups. And need to include a small research where you find original 

examples to illustrate the key points of the reading.  

 

Class Material presentation counts for 12.5% of your grade. 

 

The Final Research presentation 

At the end of the semester is a 12 minutes presentation in which you will present the findings of your research 

paper (12.5%). 

 

The Final Research presentation counts for 12.5% of your grade.  

 

25% MIDTERM EXAM 

You will have to choose a question out of three to write a short essay in 1h45”. The exam is an open book 

exam, which means that you can use whichever books and study notes you think might be useful to write a 

small essay on the topics of the class.  

 

However, it is important to note that only if you know well your material you will be able to find what you need 

and write a good reflection. If you are using textual quotes from a book you need to use quotation marks 

otherwise it will be considered plagiarism. 
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PAPER DRAFT AND SEMINAR 

The research paper draft can be done in teams and it is the basis for the final research paper. The topic should 
be related to the course material and explore a concrete case study. You will discuss it in class after midterm 
break. You will then present a research paper draft that counts for 4 retro-reading points.  
The research proposal (4 Retro-Readings Points) consists of  
a) a 500 words abstract,  
b) 3 key questions Written as Introduction,  
c) the paper structure with one paragraph per section 
d) a literature review in which you write one paragraph per key reference explaining the usefulness of at least 5 
sources other than the course material.  
 
25% FINAL RESEARCH PAPER 

The word limit for the research paper is as follows: individual 3000 words/ two to three persons 4000 words. 
When the essay is written in group, I want to make sure that everybody participated equally researching and 
writing, if in doubt I will make interviews to decide a final grade for each of the participants. 

 

LATE SUBMISSIONS 

In case of late submission (for whichever reason) you will lose 10 out of 100 points for every day of delay. 
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GRADES will be assigned according to the UCR scale bellow and the grading rubric: 

 University College Roosevelt grades its 

student per course on a letter scale: A, 

B, C, D, F. A plus (+) or minus (–) reflects 

nuances in the assessment. The grade 

for a course reflects the student’s 

mastery of the learning outcomes:  

Relation to course student learning outcomes  Description  

 A+  Student consistently exceeds expectations, 

performs exceptionally well  

Excellent  

 A–, A  Student demonstrates mastery of all course 

learning outcomes, with only very few and 

minor flaws  

Very good  

 B–, B, B+  Student demonstrates mastery of many but 

not all course learning outcomes  

Good  

 C–, C, C+  Student demonstrates mastery of most course 

learning outcomes, but there are clear 

shortcomings in breadth and depth  

Satisfactory  

 D–, D, D+  Student demonstrates mastery of some 

course learning outcomes, but is not equipped 

to continue in the same subject  

Passing  

 F  Student demonstrates mastery of only a few 

course learning outcomes and cannot receive 

credit for the course  

Fail  

 Table 1: Definition of letter grades  

   

A+  86-100   

A  80-85   

A-  77-79   

B+  74-76   

B  70-73   

B-  67-69   

C+  64-66   

C  60-63   

C-  56-59   

D+  54-55   

D  52-53   

D-  50-51   

F  00-49  Table 2: Relation between percentages and letter grades 
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Grading Rubric for Research Paper (based on APA manual 2.05 and F.J. Prins et al.) 
Criterion Level 2 Sufficient C-/B Level 3 (Very) Good B+/A Level A/A+ Points of Excellence 

1. Introduction The societal problem addressed is introduced 

and it is made clear why this deserves current 

attention.  

The problem is located in reference to the 

pertinent literature. 

It is made clear why a current/different approach is 

needed and why it makes a relevant contribution 

to the field. 

The problem is located in relation to a 

comprehensive literature review.  

The research question is logically connected to the 

problem description and literature review, and 

gives a clear description of what the researcher 

wants to find out.  

• Original approach in theoretical 

framework 

• Own conceptualization of research 

path. 

• Strong theoretical understanding 

clearly implemented in the research 

question.  

• The positionality of the author is 

addressed. 

2. Body The text develops the research question at hand.  

The text presents important examples and/or 

illustrations to address the question.  

The text makes use of quotations that provide 

key insight into the question.  

The text gives a balanced argumentation.  

Alternative perspectives are addressed. 

Important examples / cases are brought into the 

discussion. 

Examples and illustrations qualitatively transform 

the argument. 

Based on the analysis, the implications and 

importance of the research are discussed and 

related to the social question addressed. 

Unresolved or newly arisen problems are 

described. 

• Novel literature is added to the 

existing theoretical framework. 

• The analysis opens fields of 

discussions that need further attention 

and that indicated limits in the current 

literature.  

3. Conclusion The question is summarized and addressed in 

light of the discussion. 

The conclusion indicates possible limitations of 

the analysis.  

 

The conclusion indicates further open questions. • The conclusion bridges the gap 

between disciplinary fields 

• The conclusion brings about the value 

of or tensions between different 

perspectives.  

4. Organisation The abstract is accurate, coherent and readable. 

The manuscript has an organized structure, 

including subtitles and page numbers. 

All manuscript elements are connected and 

organized i.e. research questions, research path, 

examples… 

Language is precise and correct. 

Cited references in text and in reference list are 

all according to the Harvard referencing 

system. 

 

The abstract is concise. 

The manuscript has a sound organized structure, 

with concise headings and paragraphs, continuity in 

words, concepts and thematic development. 

All elements are logically connected and key points 

within sections are organized and form a consistent 

and concise argumentation.  

Language is precise, correct and scientific. 

Transitional words and phrases maintain the flow 

of thought. 

 

 

• There is a high command of language 

and conceptual use.  

• All the sections of the text are 

nuanced and contribute to the 

development of the core argument. 

• The positionality of the author is clear 

throughout the text.  

• The ethics of the text is clearly spelt-

out.   



VII. Course schedule  

TIME Topic and Reading Material Assignments 

and Assessment 

1.1 T  09.01 Introduction  

1.2 F  09.04 Introduction Meeting in person / reflection Reading Note 1 

2.1 T  09.08 Ahmed, Introduction Reading Note 2 

2.2 F  09.11 Little 1.1 and 1.2 What is Sociology? and The History of Sociology. Reading Note 3 

3.1 T  09.15 Ahmed 1. 21-44 Reading Note 4 

3.2 F  09.18 Little Chapter 1.3 and 1.4 Theoretical Perspectives and Why Study 

Sociology. 

Reading Note 5 

4.1 T  09.22 Ahmed 45-67 Reading Note 6 

4.2 F  09.25 Little Chapter Chapter 2 Sociological Research Reading Note 7 

5.1 T  09.29 Ahmed 2 68-85. Reading Note 8 

5.2 F  10.02 Little Chapter Chapter 3 Culture Reading Note 9 

6.1 T  10.06 Ahmed 85-102. Reading Note 10 

6.2 F  10.09 Little Chapter 4 Society and Modern Life Reading Note 11 

7.1 T  10.13 Ahmed 3 103-124. Reading Note 12 

7.2 F  10.16 EXAM  EXAM 25% 

 20-23 MIDTERM  

8.1 T 10.27 PEDAGOGY DAY I  

8.2 F 10.30 PAPER DRAFT SEMINAR I Reading Note 13-

17 

9.1 T 11.03 PAPER DRAFT SEMINAR II  Reading Note 13-

17 

9.2 F 11.06 MODERATION DAY UCR   

10.1 T 11.10 WRITING STUDY DAY.  

10.2 F 11.13 Little Chapter 5 Socialization  Reading Note 18 

11.1 T 11.17 Ahmed 3 125-141 Reading Note 19 

11.2 F 11.20 Little Chapter 6 Groups and Organizations Reading Note 20 

12.1 T 11.24 Ahmed 141-171 Reading Note 21 

12.2 F 11.27 Little Chapter 7 Deviance, Crime and Social Control Reading Note 22 

13.1 T 12.01 Ahmed 172-196 Final Paper 25% 

13.2 F 12.04 DEADLINE FINAL PAPER Presentation 

12.5% 

14.1 T 12.08 Research Presentations Presentation 

12.5% 

14.2 F 12.11 Research Presentations Presentation 

12.5% 

15.1 T 12.15 PEDAGOGY DAY II  

15.2 F 12.18 Individual Feedback  
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VIII. Student learning outcomes 

 

Period Activities Student Learning Outcomes 

Period 1 

(Weeks 1, 

2,3) 

 

-  group discussions 

- in-class assignments 

- interactive lectures 

- class presentations 

- homework exercises 

- Course participation 

 

SLO1-Student acquires knowledge/ 

perspectives in current topics in 

Sociology 

-Student demonstrates a grasp of 

relevant objectives, assumptions 

and values 

Period 2 

(Weeks 4,5,6) 

- in-class group 

assignments  

- interactive lecture 

- Course participation 

 

SLO2 -Critically review results, 

arguments, problem formulations 

-Function effectively in team-based 

projects 

Period 3 

(Week 7,8)  

- assignments 

- tests  

- literature 

- set essays 

- Course participation 

-Course discussions on the 

development of the class 

SLO 3 -The student demonstrates 

an understanding of key debates in 

current sociology. 

SLO4 -The student is capable of 

critically assessing and developing 

an argument making use of the 

literature. 

SLO5 - The student reflects on 

personal / academic growth and 

development 

Period 4 

(Week 8,9,10) 

- presentations 

- review of research 

articles 

- in-class debates and 

discussions 

 

SLO6  -The student adopts and 

exercises relevant academic 

attitudes. 

 

Period 5 

(Week 

11,12,13,14) 

 

- critically interact with 

peers and instructor in an 

appropriate academic 

manner 

-Final Research 

presentations 

- Research paper 

SLO 7- The student understand and 

applies domain knowledge in a 

focused research topic.  

SLO8-The student develops new 

knowledge, methods, skills and 

expertise. 

SLO 9 The student masters  a range 

of specialist topics in preparation for 

further academic  training 

 

 


