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SSCLAWJ308 Criminal Law and Criminal Justice 

 

Fall 2020 
 

 
 
Class meets on Tuesday at 8:45-10:45 & Friday at 13:45-15:45, in the Raadzaal 

 

 

Instructor:   Jason Dinse 

Email:   j.dinse@ucr.nl  

Tel:    0118 655542 

Office:   Eleanor 0.05 
 

 

I. Track information 

 
a) For Fall 2020 only, any other UCR law course, including SSCLAWJ101 Law, Society & Justice, 

can be a prerequisite for this course. 

b) The instructor strongly encourages students to compete a 200-level law course prior to 

attempting any 300-level law courses. 

c) Other courses which are relevant to this course are the law courses and also other social 
science courses such as politics and economics. 

 

 

II. Course description 
 

This course provides students insights into the main legal issues in the field of criminal law and 

criminal procedure. We will discuss the concepts of criminal accountability, differentiated types of 

‘guilt’, the essentials of justifications and excuse, the importance of the legality principle and other 

fundamental considerations, such as the ‘presumption of innocence’. Students are introduced to the 
interdisciplinary theories of criminology.  

 

The main guiding principles of criminal law and criminal procedure will be presented and investigated 

and the moral and legal debate on the justification of punishment and on recent developments in 

criminal law will be considered. Special attention will be paid to legal skills, such as reading legal texts, 
analyzing criminal case law and formulating a normative opinion, based on legally and morally sound 

argumentation. Students apply theory and skills in a simulated legal aid clinic. 

 
III. Study Load  

 

This course earns students four credits (equivalent to 7.5 ECTS). The class meets twice a week for 
two hours. Preparation time is estimated to be 10 hours per week.   

 

 
IV. Course materials 

 
 • Johannes Keiler & David Roef (eds), Comparative Concepts of Criminal Law, 3d ed.,  

  Intersentia 2019. 

 

• Supplemental materials may be provided for particular class meetings. Copies of the 
supplemental materials provided by the instructor may be used only during the class 

meeting time, may not be removed from the classroom, and must be returned prior to 

leaving the classroom. 
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V. Course organization and requirements 
 

 a) General format of class meetings 

 

The primary method of instruction in the course will be problem-based learning through a simulated 
legal aid clinic experience. This method will be supplemented with lectures when necessary. 

Therefore, students should expect to be actively involved in all class meetings, to the extent that they 

must be prepared to challenge themselves and fellow classmates to apply their newly gained 

knowledge critically and creatively.  

 
[In Fall 2020, UCR is adopting the hy-flex model of classroom and online teaching. The impact that 

this will have on the interactive, Socratic Method approach to the course is not yet clear.  The 

instructor may need to adapt the format of the class meetings to optimise learning in the hy-flex 

learning environment.] 
 

 b) Expectations 

 

Students are required to prepare for each session by reading the assigned materials and preparing for 

exercises.  
 

The use of phones, tablets or computers during class for any purpose not required for 

class participation is prohibited. A student who uses a phone, tablet, or laptop for other 

purposes without prior consent of the instructor will be instructed to leave the class meeting, which 

will then be recorded as an absence.  
 

Students with learning needs provisions should show their provisions letter from the UCR Board of 

Examiners to the instructor prior to the need for provisions arising in class with reasonable time for 

the instructor to arrange the provisions. 
 

Additionally, general UCR rules and procedures apply. 

 

 c) Attendance and participation 

 
Attendance and participation are required at all classes. A student who misses a class meeting must 

inform the instructor via email about the absence in advance of the class meeting (or if necessary, 

within a reasonable time after the missed class). Missing more than four (4) class meetings will lead to 

a significantly lower grade. Students who miss more than six (6) classes (including excursions) will 
automatically fail the course.  

 

Students are expected to be actively engaged in class discussion and participate orally in each class 

meeting. Students’ participation in class will not be assessed with a specific grade. However, the 

quality and consistency of a student’s in-class performance may be a factor in calculating the overall 
course grade pursuant to Student Handbook Rule 6.4.8. 

 

 

 d) Procedures for communication and for submitting assignments. 
  

Announcements regarding the course will be made via Moodle. Thus, all students should check their 

email account on a regular basis for messages sent through Moodle to stay well informed about the 

course. You may contact the instructor by email with any communications about the course. The 

instructor reserves the right to make minor adaptations of this course outline during the semester to 
fit the needs of the course. Any changes will be reported to students immediately, and Moodle will 

be updated to always contain the current version of the course outline. 
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All assignments must be submitted on Moodle before the deadline indicated in the schedule below. 
Any assignment delivered differently than as described above will not be considered as submitted. 

Each submitted assignment should be labelled with the student’s name and the title of the assignment 

[Surname-Assignment] (e.g. Jones-Legal Advice Brief 3). 

 
Late assignments will be penalized one letter grade for each calendar day they are 

overdue, including the first day for assignments that are submitted after the deadline time.  

 

Suspected plagiarism, fraud or other academic integrity violations will be reported to 

the Board of Examiners. This could result in a sanction from the Board of Examiners, 
such as a failing grade on that assessment or a failing grade in the course depending on 

the circumstances.  

 

VI. Assessment 
 

Individual assessments will be graded on a scale from 0-100 points. The overall course grade will be 

determined by calculating a weighted average, which will then be converted into a letter grade 

according to the table in Section 6.3.1 of the Student Handbook.  Work that masters all outcomes of 

an assessment with only few minor flaws may receive up to 80 points for that assessment, and only 
work that exceeds expectations will receive a grade exceeding 80 points for that assessment. 

 

The final course grade of each student will be based on the following assessments: 

 Simulated legal aid clinic: 35% (4 legal advice briefs x 8%; group oral arguments x 3%) 

 Criminal justice research paper: 30% (paper 25% + topic proposal 5%) 

 Collaborative tests: 30% (3 x 10%) 

 Closing Argument Video: 5% 

 
Simulated legal aid clinic (35% = 4 legal advice briefs x 8%; group oral arguments x 3%):  To 

complement traditional learning methods and materials, students will participate in a simulated legal 

aid clinic to deepen their knowledge about criminal law principles and learn to apply these in practice. 

In groups, students will advise a hypothetical client over the course of the semester. As substantive 

principles of criminal law are learned, students will apply these to the facts of their case in four legal 
advice briefs. Each group will give one oral argument in person in the Raadzaal (5%). 

 

Criminal Justice Research paper (30%: paper 25% + topic proposal 5%): Students will write a major 

research paper (4000-6000 words) about a criminal justice topic. Each student must develop a topic 
in the area of criminal justice for research and submit this to the instructor for approval in advance as 

research paper topic proposal of at least 300 words. Specific details are provided in the assignment 

instructions and will be discussed in class. 

 

Collaborative Tests (30%): Tests will be given three at times during the course.  These tests may 
include open questions and/or multiple choice questions and will be collaborative. This means that 

students will work on the test in small groups, discussing the questions in their group before each 

student answers on their own individual answer sheet.  Test 1 (10%) will review theories of criminal 

law, including topics such as punishment and criminalization, the harm and Rechtsgüter principles, and 
ultima ratio and the legality principle. Test 2 (10%) will assess the students’ knowledge and 

understanding of elements of crime covered in the first half of the semester, focusing on the 

principles of actus reus, mens rea, and causation. Test 3 (10%) will assess the students’ knowledge and 

understanding of defences, inchoate crimes, corporate criminal liability, and criminal procedure.  

 
Closing Argument Video (5%): Each Legal Aid Clinic group will make a video summarizing the main 

points of their Legal Aid Clinic case.  The video should be between 10 and 20 minutes in length and 

should be presented in a persuasive style similar to a closing argument in a criminal trial. 
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VII. Course Schedule:  Red/Blue = which group will be in the Raadzaal (RZ) on that date (all other 

students on Zoom); Green = all students or certain LAC groups in RZ; Yellow = Zoom only 

Time Theme Readings and other assigned materials 

Week I, Session I 

Tue, 1 Sep 

ONLINE ONLY 
 

A few words about criminal 

law, criminal justice & 

criminology 
 

no materials 

Week I, Session II 
Fri, 4 Sep 

Red group 

 

Punishment and 
criminalization 

pp. 11-48 

Week 2, Session I 

Tue, 8 Sep 

Blue group 

 

Harm principle versus 

Rechtsgüter  

pp. 48-73 

Week 2, Session II 

Fri, 11 Sep 

Blue group 
 

Ultima ratio & the legality 

principle 

pp. 76-89 (pp. 89-105 recommended but 

optional) 

 

Week 3, Session I  
Tue, 15 Sep 

ONLINE ONLY 

 

 Test 1  

Week 3, Session I1 

Fri, 18 Sep 

ONLINE ONLY 

 

Simulated legal aid 

clinic - session 1 

MEETING ONLY ON ZOOM 

Week 4, Session 1 

Tue, 22 Sep 
Red group 

 

Actus reus: Commission  pp. 107-133 

 

Week 4, Session II 

Fri, 25 Sep 

Red group 

 

Actus reus: Omission  pp. 133-152 

 

Week 5, Session I 

Tue, 29 Sep 

Blue group 
 

Causation  pp.153-176 

 

Week 5, Session 1I 
Fri, 2 Oct 

ONLINE ONLY 

 

Simulated legal aid 
clinic - session 2 

 

MEETING ONLY ON ZOOM 

Week 6, Session I 

Tue, 6 Oct 

Red group 

 

Mens rea: Intent  

 

pp. 177-189 

 

Week 6, Deadline 

Friday, 9 Oct 

 

 Legal advice brief 1 due –  

upload to Moodle before midnight. 

 

Week 6, Session II 

Fri, 9 Oct 
Blue group 

Mens rea: Recklessness, 

negligence  

pp. 189-205 
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Week 7, Session I  

Tue, 13 Oct 

two legal aid clinic 

groups in RZ - TBA 
 

Simulated legal aid 

clinic - session 3 

 

One legal aid clinic group in the classroom to 

give oral arguments; all other students on 

Zoom 

Week 7, Session II 
Fri, 16 Oct 

ONLINE ONLY 

 

 Test 2 

 

Fall Break 14 Oct - 18 Oct 

 

Week 8, Session I  

Tue, 27 Oct 

Blue group 

Self-defense  

 

Introduce criminal justice 
research paper assignment 

 

pp. 207-226 

 

Week 8, Deadline 
Friday, 30 Oct 

 

 Legal advice brief 2 due –  
upload to Moodle before midnight. 

 

Week 8, Session II 

Fri, 30 Oct 

Red group 

 

Necessity, duress & insanity  pp. 226-251 

 

Week 9, Session 1  

Tue, 3 Nov 

two legal aid clinic 
groups in RZ - TBA 

 

Simulated legal aid 

clinic - session 4 

 

One legal aid clinic group in the classroom to 

give oral arguments; all other students on 

Zoom 

Week 9, Session II 

Fri, 6 Nov 

NO CLASS MEETING UCR Moderation 

Week 9, Deadline 

Friday, 6 Nov 

Deadline for research 

paper topic proposal 

Upload research paper topic proposal to 

Moodle before midnight. 

 

Week 10, Session 1  

Tue, 10 Nov 

Red group 

 

Inchoate offenses: 

preparation & conspiracy 

pp. 253-263 

 

 

Week 10, Session II 

Fri, 13 Nov 

Blue group 
 

Inchoate offenses: attempt 

 

pp. 263-285 

 

Week 11, Session I 
Tue, 17 Nov 

Red group 

 

Participation pp. 285-302 (pp. 302-332 recommended but 
not necessary) 

 

Week 11, Deadline 

Friday, 20 Nov 

 Legal advice brief 3 due –  

upload to Moodle before midnight. 

 

Week 11, Session II 

Fri, 20 Nov 

All students 
(location TBD) 

Guest lecture 

 

Willem Damen, Judge at Rechtbank Rotterdam 
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Week 12, Session I 

Tue, 24 Nov 

two legal aid clinic 

groups in RZ - TBA 
 

Simulated legal aid 

clinic - session 5 

 

One legal aid clinic group in the classroom to 

give oral arguments; all other students on 

Zoom 

Week 12, Session II 
Fri, 27 Nov 

ONLINE ONLY 

 

 Test 3  

Week 13, Session I 

Tue, 1 Dec 

Blue group 

 

Corporate criminal liability 

 

 

pp. 333-341 

 

 

Week 13, Session II 

Fri, 4 Dec 
All students 

(location TBD) 

 

Guest lecture Sjoerd Lopik, External PhD Candidate Climate 

Change and Criminal Law at the Institute of 
Criminal Law and Criminology, Leiden 

University 

Week 13, Deadline 

Friday, 4 Dec 

 Legal advice brief 4 due –  

upload to Moodle before midnight. 

 

Week 14, Session 1 

Tue, 8 Dec 

Red group 

 

General principles of 

criminal procedural law 

Supplementary material 

 

Week 14, Session II 

Fri, 11 Dec 
two legal aid clinic 

groups in RZ - TBA 

 

Simulated legal aid 

clinic - session 6 
 

One legal aid clinic group in the classroom to 

give oral arguments; all other students on 
Zoom 

Week 15, Session I 

Tue, 15 Dec 

Blue group 

 

General principles of 

criminal procedural law 

Supplementary material 

 

Week 15, Deadline 

Thursday, 17 Dec 
 

 Closing Argument Video due – 

upload to Moodle before midnight  

Week 15, Session II 
Fri, 18 Dec 

ONLINE ONLY 

 

 
 

Viewing Closing Argument videos in class 

Week 15, Deadline 

Friday, 18 Dec 

 

Deadline for final paper Upload final paper to Moodle before 18:00. 
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VIII. Student learning outcomes 

Period Learning activities Student is able to  

Period 1 

(week 1-3) 

Students read and discuss in 

Socratic style the theoretical 

foundations of criminal law. 

 

SLO 1 – Summarize, analyse and discuss 

legal texts to identify the underlying 

principles. 

 

Period 2 

(week 4-7) 

Students read and discuss in 

Socratic style materials on the 

elements of criminal law including 
actus reus, mens rea, and causation. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Simulated legal aid clinic sessions 

 
 

 

Legal briefs of issues raised in 

simulated legal aid clinic 

 
 

Midterm exam 

 

SLO 2 - Apply the principles from case 

decisions to hypothetical facts and 

propose an outcome. 
 

SLO 3 - Argue and defend a 

hypothesized case decision. 

 
SLO 4 - Consider and comment on the 

relationship between criminal law and 

policy. 

 

SLO 5 - Observe and comment on the 
role of criminal law in society. 

 

SLO 6 - Demonstrate both an abstract 

and a practical understanding of criminal 
law principles. 

 

SLO 7 - Master a standard method in 

the legal profession of formulating and 

summarizing legal arguments. 
 

SLO 8 - Apply principles learned to 

solve a legal problem and soundly argue 

a chosen position 
 

Period 3 

(weeks 8-13) 

Students read and discuss in 

Socratic style materials on criminal 
law concepts including 

justifications and excuses, inchoate 

offences,  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Simulated legal aid clinic sessions 
 

 

 

Legal briefs of issues raised in 

simulated legal aid clinic 
 

 

SLO 2 - Apply the principles from case 

decisions to hypothetical facts and 
propose an outcome. 

 

SLO 3 - Argue and defend a 

hypothesized case decision. 
 

SLO 4 - Consider and comment on the 

relationship between criminal law and 

policy. 

 
SLO 5 - Observe and comment on the 

role of criminal law in society. 

 

SLO 6 - Demonstrate both an abstract 
and a practical understanding of criminal 

law principles. 

 

SLO 7 - Use and master a standard 

method in the legal profession of 
formulating and summarizing legal 

arguments. 
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Excursion to European and 

international criminal law 

institutions in the Hague 
 

 

SLO 9 - Explain the role and functioning 

of European and international criminal 

law institutions and mechanisms 
 

Period 4 
(week 14-15) 

Legal aid clinic presentations 
 

 

 

 

Final exam  
 

 

 

Submit final paper 

SLO 10 - Advise a hypothetical client 
and defend the decision of legal advice 

against critical enquiry from students and 

the instructor 

 

SLO 8 - Apply principles learned to 
solve a legal problem and soundly argue 

a chosen position 

 

SLO 11 - Design and execute a research 
project embedding criminal law issues in 

criminal justice theory or criminology 

 

 

 

 

 
End of course outline 

 


