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SSCLAWJ208 – Introduction to Public International Law 

 

Fall 2020 
 

 

Classroom no: Raadzaal 

Class times: Tuesday 16:00-17:45, Friday 11:00-12:45 

 

 

Instructor: Dr. Moritz Baumgärtel  

Email: m.baumgartel@ucr.nl 

Office no. & location: Simpelhuis 

Zoom Channel: https://universitycollegeroosevelt.zoom.us/j/8281509046  

Office hours: Wednesdays between 16:00 and 17:00 (via Zoom) 

 

 

I. Track information 

 

a) Prerequisites for this course:  

• SSCLAWJ101 Law, Society and Justice 

b) This course serves as prerequisite for:  

• SSCLAWJ301 International Human Rights 

• SSCLAWJ307 Constitutional and Administrative Law 

• SSCLAWJ308 Criminal Law and Criminal Justice 

 

For further information about the track, please consult the relevant document available on the 

UCR intranet. 

 

 

II. Course description 

 

This course serves as a general introduction to public international law as a field of study and 

professional discipline. Designed to provide students with a foundational knowledge of the crea-

tion and the historical evolution of the subject, it is broadly divided into three parts. The first 

part deals with general principles of international law such as its sources, subjects, and organiza-

tion. In the second part, the focus shifts to specific domains including the regulation of the use of 

force, humanitarian law, international criminal law and environmental law. The final part broaches 

certain questions regarding the politics of international law such as the rise of soft law, compliance, 

enforcement, monitoring, and Third World Approaches to International Law (TWAIL). 

 

The general purpose of the course is shed light on some of the most important questions of 

international law both from a formal legal and a social science perspective. The assignments in-

clude short essays, an exam, and a final research paper. The course covers at the least the same 

material as ‘Introduction to Public International Law’ at Utrecht University. 

https://goo.gl/maps/hKwKuJb919J2
https://universitycollegeroosevelt.zoom.us/j/8281509046
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III.  Study Load  

 

This course earns students four credits (equivalent to 7.5 ECTS). Due to coronavirus restrictions, 
students will be divided into two rotating groups and will meet once a week for two hours. The 

average preparation time is approximately 10 hours/week. 

 

   

IV. Course materials 

 

a) Required books and literature:  

 

The textbook of the course is Jan Klabbers’s International Law (2nd edition, Cambridge University 

Press, 2017). 

 

Additional mandatory readings (case law, journal articles) will be indicated on Moodle at least 

four days in advance of a class. Please note that bringing materials to class is also mandatory. 

 

b) Recommended books and literature: 

 

Supplementary literature, both in the form of books and journal articles, will be indicated on 

Moodle at least two weeks in advance of a class. These are meant to be used as a starting point 

for further research on the presentations and the final paper. 

 

Students are responsible for acquiring both required and supplementary reading individually. Most 

of the course’s assigned journal articles are available through Google Scholar and UBU link. Books 

and book chapters and are available through the Zeeuwse Bibilotheek and/or other libraries. In 

accessing readings, students should also make use of Picarta’s inter-library loans system and other 

online services (e.g. Google Books). 

 
V. Course organization and requirements 

 

a) General format of class meetings 

 

Following UCR’s response to the coronavirus pandemic, this course adopts a ‘hybrid’ approach 

to teaching that involves both online tutorials and interactive in-class sessions. For the latter, the 

class will be divided into two rotating groups of 12 students who are assigned to meet with the 

instructor either on Tuesday (Bernath to Goetze) or Friday (Jansen to Yim Samsang). 

 

During the first 10 weeks, which deal with general principles and domains of international law, the 

course will be structured as follows: 

 

Where the reading assigned for the session is a chapter from Klabbers, the lecturer will introduce 

the topic in several ‘knowledge clips’ that will be pre-recorded and uploaded on Moodle. In doing 

so, he will build and elaborate on the chapters in the textbook.  
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In a second stage, the instructor will meet the two rotating groups of students on their allocated 

day. During these on-campus sessions, he will first respond to questions that students submitted 

(see section VI.e). The focus will then shift to in-class exercises where the students will be asked 
to review certain legal principles, solve a case, or debate controversial questions related to the 

topic at hand. The purpose of these sessions will be to deepen the foundational insights gained 

from the textbook chapters and the online tutorials. 

 

In week 4, the groups will be asked to review several rulings of international courts in a session 

taking a workshop format, which will take place online (on Zoom). They will discuss in a detailed 

yet expeditious manner the legal questions, outcomes, and reasoning in those cases.  

 

In weeks 12-15, the substantive focus will shift to questions of the politics of international law. 

The instructor will upload only one or two pre-recorded ‘knowledge clips’; the in-class sessions 

will be dedicated entirely to group work and debates. Together with the students, the lecturer 

will seek to connect the discussions to the previous parts of the course. 

 
An (online) guest lecture will take place in week 8 where Ms. Jennifer Naouri, Associate Council 

at the International Criminal Court (ICC), will discuss recent developments at the Court. 

 

b) Student expectations 

 

It is general UCR policy that it is mandatory for students to attend all sessions. However, due to 

the coronavirus measures enacted by UCR during the 2020 fall semester, students will only have 

to be present during the weekly session to which they have been assigned in advance. Students 

are expected to participate actively, both in group and general discussions. Reading and thor-

oughly preparing all assigned readings is indispensable particularly in this changed context where 

the students will come together in groups that are smaller than usual. The lecturer takes the 

liberty to facilitate the discussion among all students or to ask questions ‘on the spot’. 

 

Note that laptops (and iPads) are not allowed in the classroom. Students are asked to bring both 

the textbook and additional assigned readings to the class. 

 

c) Rules for missing classes and deadlines 

 

Attendance will be accounted for. Students are responsible to make sure to be counted as pre-

sent. They may miss three classes, with any additional absence affecting the participation grade. 

Missing more than five will result in failing the course. Absences do not need to be excused. 

 

To treat all students equally, missed deadlines will be subject to a strict reduction of grades unless 

students can prove to have suffered from extenuating circumstances. More concretely, late sub-

missions of the exam results in a reduction of 7.5 % of the grade per hour (or part thereof). 

Delay in submitting the assignments or the final paper will be sanctioned by a reduction of 10 % 

of the grade per day (or part thereof). 
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d) Procedures for communication 

 

Moodle as the official mode of communication will be used extensively throughout the duration 
of this course. Students will access essential materials through the system including the tutorials 

by the instructor, instructions and feedback on assignments, and general announcements. 

 

This course is subject to UCR academic rules and procedures. Both students and instructors are 

required to know and follow these rules and procedures. Any suspected case of plagiarism will 

be forwarded to the Board of Examiners. 

 

 

VI. Assessment 

 

The final grade will be based on the six elements described below. However, modifications may 

be made during the semester―including on the format as well as the weight attached to each 

item―where course planning unexpectedly changes due to new COVID-related health measures. 

In that case, students will be notified in advance of starting to complete their tasks.  

 

a) Assignments – 25 % 

 

During the course, there will be four smaller assignment, each of which counts for 6.25 % of the 

final grade. These assignments are usually short essays of 500-700 words that address topics such 

as the resolution of a specific case, the review of a journal article or a reflection on a theoretical 

question. Exceptionally, they may take the form of an online quiz. Where assignments are written, 

their assessment will be based on the quality of their content and structure as well as language 

and style. More specific evaluation criteria will be attached to every assignment.  

 

Assignments will be placed online at least 14 days before the deadline. Students will receive indi-

vidual in-text feedback for each written assignment. 

 

Students participating in the ‘Modern United Nations’ (see next section) will not have to submit 

assignments I, II and III, whose grades will be replaced. Where they still decide to hand in these 

assignments, they will receive feedback without being marked. 

 

b) Participation in ‘Modern United Nations’ – 15% (optional) 

 

On 24 October 2020, the United Nations (UN) celebrate their 75th anniversary. This will entail 

large-scale events in the Netherlands, and also in Zeeland, where the UN is the main laureate of 

the 2020 Four Freedoms Awards. With this optional assignment, students can participate in the 

celebrations. This involves training high school students (in English or in Dutch) and coaching a 

team for the ‘Modern UN’, to be held in Middelburg on Wednesday, 28 October. The reason for 

the name ‘modern’, instead of ‘model’ UN, is that teams will represent not only states but also 

future generations, nature, cities, migrants and other entities with a stake in the planet’s future.  
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Contributions will be assessed on the basis of a) proactive participation in, and preparation for, 

the high school teaching (max. two times, live or online, suited to your schedule), b) the effort in 

preparing your team for the Modern UN itself, and c) general team spirit, and contribution to 
UCR’s MUN team. 

 

Participating students will hand in a timesheet and a 500 words reflection after the event, on 30 

October. This assignment is supervised by the Freedom theme leader, Professor Barbara Oomen. 

 

c) Open Book Exam – 30 % 

 

The exam takes place in the first session of week 11, marking the end of the second part of the 

course dealing with the domains of international law. Students will be given two fictitious legal 

scenarios to resolve within a period of two hours. The basis for assessment will be the identifi-

cation of the relevant legal instruments (3/8), their correct and reasoned application to the facts 

at hand (3/8), as well as language and style (1/4). 

 

The exam will take place on campus (unless this is made impossible due to COVID-related health 

measures, in case of which it will be moved online). An online recap session will be held on 13 

November where students will be able to ask questions related to the relevant materials. During 

the exam, students will be able to rely on all accessible materials, which should all be adequately 

cited. The text should include a bibliography. 

 

d) Final Paper – 30 % 

 

The final research paper, consisting of approximately 2,500 words, will be submitted (via Moodle) 

by the end of week 15. Students are expected to independently identify a topic of their interest 

related to the course. The basis for assessment will be structure and cohesiveness, quality and 

depth of the research effort, and language and style. 

 

An ungraded proposal which includes a problem statement, a research question, and a tentative 

outline, is due in week 10. Feedback on this proposal will be offered by email and during consul-

tations on 20 and 24 November, when groups of students researching related topics will meet 

with the instructor to discuss each proposal. The quality of feedback provided to colleagues will 
account for 5% of the overall grade. Students wishing to receive another round of short (email) 

feedback on their drafts will have to submit their drafts no later than 11 December. 

 

e) Participation – 15 % 

 

The participation grade will be based on an evaluation of the contribution to class discussions and 

the group work. Moreover, where the assigned reading for the week is a chapter from the Klab-

bers textbook, a ‘non-obvious’ questions will have to be submitted through Moodle at least 24 

hours in advance of that session. The participation grade will also take into account the quality of 

these questions. 
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Grades for each of the assignment are given on a numerical scale from 0-100. The final grade for 

a course is computed as a weighted average of these grades. To translate the final score into the 
final letter grade, the standard UCR chart will be used: 

 

 

 

Letter Grade 

A+  86-100 

A  80-85 

A-  77-79 

B+  74-76 

B  70-73 

B-  67-69 

C+  64-66 

C  60-63 

C-  56-59 

D+  54-55 

D  52-53 
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VII. Course schedule  

 

 Week Date Topics Reading Assignment due 

P
R

IN
C

IP
L
E
S
 

1  

 

1 Sep 
Why international law? Klabbers 1, AM 

 

4 Sep  

2 

 

8 Sep 
Sources of international law Klabbers 2, 3 

 

11 Sep  

3  15 Sep 
Subjects of international law Klabbers 4, AM 

 

18 Sep Assignment I 

4  22 Sep How to read a judgment 

(online workshop) 
AM 

 

25 Sep  

5 29 Sep Sovereignty, jurisdiction and 

the role of domestic courts 
Klabbers 5, 16 

 

2 Oct Assignment II 

D
O

M
A

IN
S
 

6 

 

6 Oct 
The use of force Klabbers 10, AM 

 

9 Oct  

7 13 Oct 
The law of armed conflict Klabbers 11, AM 

 

16 Oct Assignment III 

Break 

8 

 

27 Oct 
International criminal law Klabbers 12, AM 

 

30 Oct [MUN assignment] 

9 3 Nov Int’l environmental law Klabbers 14, AM  

6 Nov No class (Moderation Day) Assignment IV 

10 10 Nov Int’l environmental law Klabbers 14, AM  

  13 Nov Recap for exam (Zoom)  Paper proposal 

11 

 

17 Nov Exam   

20 Nov 
Group Consultations 

  

12 24 Nov  

P
O

L
IT

IC
S
 

 27 Nov Commitment & soft law AM  

13 

 

1 Dec 
Compliance & effectiveness AM 

 

4 Dec  

14 

 

8 Dec 
Enforcement & monitoring Klabbers 8, AM 

 

11 Dec [Draft paper] 

15 15 Dec 
TWAIL AM 

 

18 Dec Final paper 

 

AM = (Additional) Assigned Materials 
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VIII. Student learning outcomes 

 

Period Teaching activities Student is able to do 

Period 1 

(Weeks 1-2) 

In-class group work 

Discussions 

 

SLO1 – Display understanding of the historical, 

disciplinary, and institutional contexts of public in-

ternational law 

SLO2 – Summarize the most relevant viewpoints 

on the current function of public international law  

Period 2 

(Weeks 3-4) 

Group presentations 

Discussions 

In-class group work 

Written assignments 

SLO3 – Read and summarize a judgment efficiently 

and explain, in a critical fashion, its legal doctrinal 

as well as political relevance 

SLO4 – Understand the relation between interna-

tional law and the states, including domestic legal 

systems and courts 

Period 3 

(Weeks 6-10) 

Discussions 

In-class group work 

Written assignments 

Research proposal 

SLO5 – Distinguish between, and compare the 

characteristics of selected domains of public inter-

national law 

SLO6 – Relate the framework of international law 

critically to specific current international issues 

SLO7 – Evaluate the shortcomings of international 

law in the regulation of specific domains 

SLO8 – Identify a research problem and formulate 

legal research questions based on a review of cur-

rent literature in international law 

Period 4 

(Week 11) 

Exam  SLO9 – Apply rules of international law to com-

plex factual situations and propose specific legal ar-

guments for their resolution 

Period 5 

(Weeks 11-15) 

Group consultations 

Discussions 

Written assignment 

In-class group work 

Final research paper 

SLO10 – Comprehend and critically assess the po-

litical aspects behind the formal frameworks of 

public international law 

SLO11 – Offer a substantiated empirical and/or 

normative critique of the status quo in public in-

ternational law 

SLO12 – Reflect and provide informed feedback 

on legal research questions in international law  

SLO13 – Use scholarship from international law 

and other disciplines to write about, and be critical 

of the state of the art  


