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SSCLAWJ207 – Introduction to European Law 

 

Group 1 - Spring 2020 
 

 

Classroom: de Burg 25 

 

Meeting times:  

• Regular class meetings: Tuesdays, 11:00-13:00 and Fridays, 8:45-10:45 

• No class meetings on 31 March, 10 April, 21 April and 5 May 

• Spring Break: 23-27 March 

 

 

Instructor:    Jason Dinse 

Email address:  j.dinse@ucr.nl  

Office location:  Eleanor 0.05 (meetings by appointment) 

 

I. Track information 

 

• SSCLAWJ101 Law, Society & Justice is a prerequisite for this course. 

• This course serves as a prerequisite for any 300-level law course, as well as for SSCPOLS302 

European Union Politics. 

 

II. Course description 

 

The development of European law over the past seven decades has yielded a broad and varied legal 

landscape. This course presents a look into this complex matrix of institutions, instruments, and laws, 

not with an aspiration to exhaustively educate students about all aspects of the European Union, but 

instead to reveal to students a selection of important areas of European law and to equip students with 

the tools to approach and understand this field as it continues to evolve. We begin by taking a brief 

look at the bodies and competences of the EU. Then, a survey of the various legal instruments of 

European law including EU legislation is followed by discussions about enforcement of EU law at both 

national and European levels. The final unit of the course is devoted to examination of important fields 

of EU substantive law, namely the internal market and competition law.  Students will demonstrate 

their knowledge and skills gained in the course through tests, presentation of cases, and participation 

in a mock academic conference. 

 

 

III. Study Load  

 

Students earn four credits in this course (equivalent to 7.5 ECTS). The class meets twice a week for 

two hours. Preparation time is approximately 10 hours per week.   

 

 

IV. Course materials 

 

• Morano-Foadi, Sonia & Jen Neller, Fairhurst’s Law of the European Union, 12 Ed, 

Pearson 2018 (ISBN 9781292218663) 
 

• Supplementary materials provided by the instructor as needed. Important note: Any 

supplementary material provided by the instructor may be used only during the class meeting 

time, may not be removed from the classroom, and must be returned to the instructor prior 

to leaving the classroom. 
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V. Course organization and requirements 

 

   a) General format of class meetings 

 

In the first half of the semester, the main method of instruction in the course will be primarily 

interactive discussion and sometimes lecture whenever either approach is suitable. Students should 

expect to be actively involved in all class meetings, to the extent that they are prepared to be challenged 

by–and also to challenge–the instructor and fellow classmates to apply their newly gained knowledge 

critically and creatively.  

 

Problem-Based Learning sessions (source H. Lelieveldt) 

In the second half of the semester, this course will use a Problem Based Learning as a key feature to 

learn how EU law applies in the real-world context. PBL requires you to investigate the question at 

hand in collaborative group work through a systematic analysis of a set problem, clarification of key 

concepts, formulation of research questions, division of tasks and integrating these findings. PBL is a 

well-known learning approach that has been in use for over 25 years and provides a highly structured 

method of letting students themselves formulate the key questions that need to be answered in 

response to a problem statement in a collaborative fashion, with clearly specified responsibilities for 

different group members (chairing meetings, keeping notes, systematizing brainstorms. In order to do 

so the class will be divided in smaller groups that will each study the problem by going through a 

highly structured learning cycle of seven steps: 

 

PBL session A 

 

1.) Clarification of terms and words 

2.) Formulation of problem statement 

3.) Brainstorm 

4.) Classification and structuring of brainstorm 

5.) Formulation of Learning objectives 

 

Working week 

 

6.) Independent self-study 

 

PBL session B 

 

7.) Post-discussion & evaluation 

 

 

Students will keep track of their PBL activities through a portfolio-folder that they hand in at midterm 

and at the end of the course. The PBL system and the different roles for students will be explained in 

detail during a special PBL session. 

 

   b) Expectations 

 

Students are required to prepare for each session by reading the assigned materials and preparing for 

exercises.  

 

The use of phones, tablets or laptops during class is prohibited, and students who use a laptop for 

accommodating a need should discuss this with the instructor prior to use in class. A student who uses 

a phone, tablet, or laptop without prior consent of the instructor will be instructed to leave the class 

meeting, which will then be recorded as an absence.  

 

Plagiarism on any assessment will result in a failing grade on that assessment and could 

lead to a failing grade in the course at the discretion of the instructor depending on the 

extent of the violation.  

 

No eating in the classroom (however consumption of non-alcoholic beverages is permitted). 

 

Otherwise, general UCR rules and procedures apply. 
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   c) Attendance rules 

 

Attendance and participation are required at all classes. A student who misses a class meeting must 

inform the instructor in advance via email about the absence (or if appropriate, within a reasonable 

time after the missed class). Missing more than four class meetings will lead to a significantly lower 

grade, in most cases equaling a full letter reduction for the final course grade. Students who miss more 

than six classes will automatically fail the course.  

 

   d) Procedures for communication and for submitting assignments. 

  

Announcements will be made via Moodle, and thus all students should check their Moodle account on 

a regular basis to stay well informed. You may contact the instructor via the Moodle forum or by email 

with any communications regarding the course. The instructor reserves the right to adapt this course 

outline during the semester to fit the needs of the course. Any changes will be reported to students 

immediately, and the document on workspaces will be updated to always contain the current version 

of the course outline. 

 

All assignments must be submitted via Moodle by the deadline indicated in the schedule below. Please 

label the file for each document with name of the student and the title of the assignment [Surname-

Assignment] (e.g. Jones-Case Presentation Brief). Any assignment delivered differently than as 

described above will not be considered as submitted. 

 

Late assignments will be penalized one letter grade for each calendar day they are 

overdue, including the first day for assignments that are submitted after the deadline time.  

 

 

VI. Assessment  

 

Individual assessments will be graded on a scale from 0-100 points. The overall course grade will be 

determined by calculating a weighted average, which will then be converted into a letter grade 

according to the table in Section 6.3.1 of the Student Handbook.  Work that masters all outcomes of 

an assessment with only few minor flaws may receive up to 80 points for that assessment, and only 

work that exceeds expectations will receive a grade exceeding 80 points for that assessment. 

 

The final course grade of each student will be based on the following assessments and exams: 

• EU Law in the News presentation = 10% 

• Closed-book midterm exam = 30% 

 

• Open-book final exam = 30% 

• PBL self-study reports = 30% (4 x 7.5%) 

EU Law in the News presentation (10%) Each student will locate an aspect of EU law that has 

arisen in the news in one or more EU Member States.  The student will interpret this news issue in 

light of the legal perspectives covered in the course, and the student will present this analysis in class 

(less than 10 minutes per presentation). The grade for the analysis will be determined partly by the 

amount and type of sources used, for example whether only a single news item was used or several 

sources from different countries would combined in a comparative analysis. Students must upload the 

news articles and their analysis on Moodle. 

 

Exams: Closed-book mid-term exam (30%) & Open-book final exam (30%) 

Two exams will be given to assess the student’s understanding of the reading materials and class 

sessions, as well as their ability to apply and argue the law to decide the resolution of a problem. 

 

PBL-portfolio (30%, comprising 4 self-study reports x 7.5% each)  

Your PBL portfolio contains the results of the self-study reports for every PBL session (4 x). You have 

to upload these on Moodle four hours before the start of class and make sure you have them available 

for the post-discussion session. 
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VII. Course Schedule 

 

Time Theme Reading Assignment Presentation 

 

I. Introduction to the European Union and its institutions 

 
Week I, Session I 

Tue, Jan 28 

What is the European Union? 

 

 

Morano-Foadi & Neller 

section 1.1 

 

 

 

Week I, Session II 

Fri, Jan 31 

 

Historical development of the Union Morano-Foadi & Neller 

sections 1.2-1.4 

 

 

Week 2, Session I 

Tue, Feb 4 

Institutions of the EU I: European 

Council, Commission, Council and High 

Representative for Foreign Affairs and 

Security Policy 

 

Morano-Foadi & Neller 

sections 2.1-2.5  

 

 

 

Week 2, Session II 

Fri, Feb 7 

Institutions of the EU II: European 

Parliament, Court of Justice of the 

European Union and other institutions 

  

Morano-Foadi & Neller 

sections 2.6-2.0 

 

 

 

II. Constitutionalization of the EU 

 

Week 3, Session I  

Tue, Feb 11 

Sources of law I: Treaties, General 

Principles and Fundamental Rights 

Morano-Foadi & Neller 

sections 3.1-3.3 

 

1 & 2 

Week 3, Session I1 

Fri, Feb 14 

Sources of law II: Secondary legislation, 

CJEU decisions, soft law, and 

international sources of law 

 

Morano-Foadi & Neller 

sections 3.4-3.7 

 

3 & 4 

Week 4, Session 1 

Tue, Feb, 18 

Competences of the EU and the 

principles of subsidiarity and 

proportionality 

 

Morano-Foadi & Neller 

sections 4.1-4.2 

 

5 & 6 

Week 4, Session II 

Fri, Feb 21 

Supremacy of EU law 

 

Morano-Foadi & Neller 

section 4.3 

 

7 & 8 

Week 5, Session I 

Tue, Feb 25 

Direct effect, indirect effect and state 

liability 

 

Morano-Foadi & Neller 

sections 8.1-8.4 

 

9 & 10 

 

III. Enforcement of EU law 

 

Week 5, Session 1I 

Fri, Feb 28 

Judicial enforcement I: Methodology of 

the national courts and preliminary 

rulings from the CJEU 

 

Morano-Foadi & Neller 

section 6.1; chapter 5 

 

11 & 12 

Week 6 Session I 

Tue, Mar 3 

Judicial enforcement II: review of the 

legality of EU acts  

Morano-Foadi & Neller 

chapter 6 

 

13 & 14 

Week 6, Session II 

Fri, Mar 6 

Judicial enforcement III: enforcement 

proceedings against Member States 

Morano-Foadi & Neller 

chapter 7 

15 & 16 
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Week 7, Session I  

Tue, Mar 10 

 

Review session   

 

 

Week 7, Session II 

Fri, Mar 13 

 

Closed-book midterm exam 

 

  

Week 8, Session I  

Tue, Mar 17 

 

Exam recap  

 

Introduction to Problem-Based Learning  

 

  

 

IV. Problem-Based Learning Sessions 

 

Week 8, Session II 

Fri, Mar 20 

 

PBL 1, session A:  

Citizenship/Free movement of person 

Morano-Foadi & Neller 

chapter 9 

 

17 

 

Spring Break, Mar 23 - 27 

 

Week 9, Session 1  

Tue, Mar 31 

 

PBL work/Independent self-study  

(NO CLASS MEETING) 

  

Week 9, Session II 

Fri, Apr 3 

 

PBL I, session B 

 

 18 

Week 10, Session 1 

Tue, Apr 7  

 

PBL II, session A: 

Free movement of workers 

Morano-Foadi & Neller 

chapter 10 

 

19 

Week 10, Session II 

Fri, Apr 10 

 

NO CLASS MEETING (Good Friday) 

 

  

Week 11, Session I 

Tue, Apr 14 

 

PBL II, session B  20 

Week 11, Session II 

Fri, Apr 17 

 

PBL III, session A: 

Freedom of establishment/free movement 

of services 

 

Morano-Foadi & Neller 

chapter 11  

 

 

21 

Week 12, Session I 

Tue, Apr 21 

 

PBL work/Independent self-study  

(NO CLASS MEETING) 

  

Week 12, Session II 

Fri, Apr 24 

 

PBL III, session B  22 

Week 13, Session I 

Tue, 28 Apr 28 

 

Introduction to EU Competition Law 

with exercises (optional) 

Supplementary material 

provided in class 

23 

Week 13, Session II 

Fri, 1 May 

 

PBL IV, session A: Free movement of 

goods 

Morano-Foadi & Neller 

chapter 12 

 

24 

Week 14, Session 1 

Tues, 5 May 

 

NO CLASS MEETING (Liberation Day)   
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Week 14, Session II 

Fri, 10 May 

 

PBL IV, session B 

 

Supplementary materials 25 

Week 15, Session I 

Tue, 14 May 

 

Review session   

Week 15, Session II 

Fri, 17 May 

 

Open-book final exam 
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VIII. Student learning outcomes 

 

Period Teaching activities and 

assessments 

Student is able to  

Weeks 1-2 Read, lecture and discuss 

introductory materials. 

 

 

 

 

 

SLO1 - Describe the historical 

development and institutional structure 

of the EU 

 

SLO2 - Explain the role and impact of 

national historical, social and political 

processes on European Union law 

 

SLO3 - Identify links or gaps between 

European law and European citizens 

 

Weeks 3-4 

 

 

Read, lecture and discuss about 

constitutionalization of EU law.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Begin EU Law in the News Briefing 

assignment (continuing weekly 

until week 14) 

 

 

SLO4 - Distinguish the concepts of 

intergovernmentalism, supranationalism 

and federalism 

 

SLO5 - Locate legal bases of secondary 

law in EU treaty law, and analyze 

secondary EU legislation 

 

SLO6 - Explain concepts of direct effect 

and supremacy of EU law 

 

SLO7 - Place foundational knowledge of 

the EU legal system in practical context 

 

SLO8 - Compare sources and clearly 

connect these comparisons to scholarly 

debates. 

 

SLO9 - Analyze and communicate to 

others how EU law and regulation 

surfaces in national MS news stories 

 

Weeks 4-5 Read, lecture and discuss concepts 

of direct effect and supremacy of 

EU law 

 

 

 

SLO10 - Explain concepts of direct 

effect and supremacy of EU law 

 

SLO11 - Analyze the complex 

interrelation between the European 

Union and Member States, regarding 

sovereignty and competences 

  

Weeks 5-7 Read, lecture and discuss about 

enforcement of EU law 

 

 

 

 

Closed-book midterm exam 

 

SLO12 - Employ methods of 

comparative observation and 

interpretation of European 

constitutional law at the union and 

member state levels 

 

SLO13 - Demonstrate an overall 

understanding of the 
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 constitutionalization of EU law and the  

functioning of the EU legal system 

 

SLO7 - Place foundational knowledge of 

the EU legal system in practical context 

 

Weeks 8-14  Read about EU internal market  

 

 

Problem based learning sessions 

 

SLO14 - Understand the main concepts 

of the internal market. 

 

SLO7 - Place foundational knowledge of 

the EU legal system in practical context 

 

SLO15 - Analyze a hypothetical case and 

make reasoned conclusions by applying 

selected legal resources to simulate 

researching a case for a client 

 

SLO16 - Collaborate with a working 

group to identify legal issues in a 

hypothetical problem and brainstorm 

potential responses 

 

SLO17 - Place practical application of EU 

law within the foundational knowledge 

of the EU legal system 

 

Week 15  Open-book final exam 

 

SLO15 - Analyze a hypothetical case and 

make reasoned conclusions by applying 

selected legal resources to simulate 

researching a case for a client 

 

SLO17 - Place practical application of EU 

law within the foundational knowledge 

of the EU legal system 
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