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SSCLAWJ101 - Law, Society and Justice - Spring 2020 
 

 

Classroom: de Burg 25 

 
Meeting times:  

 Regular class meetings: Tuesdays, 13:45 - 15:45; Friday, 16:00-18:00 

 Wednesday, 18 March: Excursion to the international law institutions in The Hague  

(10€ contribution required per student for travel costs) 

 No class meetings on Friday, March 20, Friday, April 10, and Tuesday, May 5 

   

 

Instructor:  Jason Dinse 

Email:  j.dinse@ucr.nl  

Office:  Eleanor 0.05 

 

 

I. Track information 

a) Prerequisites for this course: none 

b) This course serves as prerequisite for all 200-level law courses. 

c) Courses from other social science tracks might also be relevant to this course, for example 

as part of a minor. 

 

 

II. Course description  

This course offers three different perspectives on the law: the legal, the social and the normative. We 

spend the first part of the course exploring the definitions of law and the different understandings of 

law in a general sense. We take a brief look at the different legal systems of the world, and we discuss 

various fields of law: constitutional law, administrative law, criminal law, private law, international law 

and human rights. After the Spring break, the course deals with the relationship between law and 

society and the concept of justice. In addition to reading and discussing the main principles within each 

field of law, we explore them through reading case law, visiting legal institutions, conducting interviews 

with legal professionals and performing trial court simulations.  

 

 
III. Study Load  

Students earn four credits in this course (equivalent to 7.5 ECTS). The class meets twice a week for 

two hours. Preparation time is approximately 10 hours per week.   

 

 
IV. Course materials 

 Walsh, Anthony & Craig Hemmens, Law, Justice and Society, 5th Edition, Oxford: Oxford 

University Press 2019. (ISBN 9780190843892) (the 3rd or 4th edition of this text will 

also be okay for this course) 

 

 Honoré, Tony, About Law. An Introduction, Oxford /New York: Clarendon Press Oxford 1995. 

(ISBN 978-0198763888) 

 

 Supplementary materials provided by the instructor as needed. Important note: Any 

supplementary material provided by the instructor may be used only during the class meeting 

time, may not be removed from the classroom, and must be returned to the instructor prior 

to leaving the classroom. 
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V. Course organization and requirements 

 
a) General format of class meetings 

 

The method of instruction in the course will emphasize interactive discussion, supplemented with 

lectures when necessary. Therefore, students should expect to be actively involved in all class meetings, 

to the extent that they are prepared to be challenged by–and also to challenge–the instructor and 

fellow classmates to apply their newly gained knowledge critically and creatively.  

  

 

b) Expectations 

 

Students are required to prepare for each session by reading the assigned materials and preparing for 

exercises.  

 

The use of phones, tablets or laptops during class is prohibited, and students who use a 

laptop for accommodating a need should discuss this with the instructor prior to use in class. A 

student who uses a phone, tablet, or laptop without prior consent of the instructor will be instructed 

to leave the class meeting, which will then be recorded as an absence.  

 

Plagiarism or other forms of academic dishonesty on any assessment will be reported to 

the Board or Examiners and could result in a failing grade on that assessment, failing the 

course or another sanction, depending on the extent of the violation.  

 

No eating in the classroom (however, consumption of non-alcoholic beverages is permitted). 

 

Additionally, general UCR rules and procedures apply. 

 

 

c) Attendance rules 

 

Attendance and participation are required for all class meetings. A student who misses a class meeting 

must inform the instructor via email about the absence in advance of the class meeting (or if necessary, 

within a reasonable time after the missed class). Missing more than four class meetings may lead to a 

significantly lower grade. Students who miss more than six classes will automatically fail the course.  

 

d) Procedures for announcements and for submitting assignments. 

  

Announcements will be made via email (including as Moodle announcements, which are sent to the 

students’ UCR email address), and thus all students should check their email account on a regular basis 

to stay well informed. You may contact the instructor by email with any communications regarding the 

course. The instructor reserves the right to make nominal adaptions to this course outline during the 

semester to fit the needs of the course. Any changes will be reported to students immediately, and 

Moodle will be updated to always contain the current version of the course outline. 

 

All assignments must be submitted through Moodle. Please label the file for each document with name 

of the student and the title of the assignment [Student’s Surname-Assignment] (e.g. Jones-Interview 

Report). Any assignment delivered differently than as described above will not be considered as 

submitted.  

 

Late assignments will be penalized one letter grade for each calendar day they are 

overdue, including the first day for assignments that are submitted after the deadline time.  
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VI. Assessment 

 

Individual assessments will be graded on a scale from 0-100 points. The overall course grade will be 

determined by calculating a weighted average, which will then be converted into a letter grade 

according to the table in Section 6.3.1 of the Student Handbook.  Work that masters all outcomes of 

an assessment with only few minor flaws may receive up to 80 points for that assessment, and only 

work that exceeds expectations will receive a grade exceeding 80 points for that assessment. 

 

The final course grade of each student will be based on: 

 Library and research assignment (10%) 

 Mock trial exercise (5%) 

 Exams (30%) 

 Interview of legal professional and interview 

report (15%) 

 Research paper (30%) (+ progress report 

presentation 5%) 

 Peer feedback on student presentations (5%) 

 

Library and research assignment (10%): In the first week of the course, students must download from 

Moodle the library and research assignment, which contains exercises in finding, reading and citing legal 

literature, case law and statutes. In order to complete the assignment, you must have an Utrecht 

University Solis-id and a library card for the Zeeland library. Please ensure that you have these 

before the start of the course. If you need to set these up, please email registrar@ucr.nl.  

 

Mock trial exercise (5%): All students will participate in a simulation of a court case in which they will 

take on the role of a member of the court, a lawyer, a party to the case, a witness or a jury member. 

Further details about the mock trial exercises will be distributed by the instructor. 

 

Exams (30%): Throughout the semester, students will write two closed-book exams based on the 

reading materials, as well as on information from the lectures and class discussions. The exams will 

comprise both closed and open questions and will be assessed on the basis of the correctness and 

completeness of the answers to the questions. Students who do not take an exam at the scheduled 

time will not be able to take it at a different time except under extenuating circumstances and as 

determined by the instructor, according to Section 6.5.1 of the Student Handbook. 

 

Interview with legal professional and interview report (15%): At approximately midway through the 

semester, each student will interview a person with a career in law or closely related to law. On the 

basis of the interview, the student will write a report describing what the work of that legal professional 

entails and how that legal profession is organized.  

 

Research paper (30%) (+ Progress report presentation 5%):  

In the second half of the course, students will write a small research paper about a legal issue. Each 

student will research the legal, social and normative aspects of the issue, with the objective of combining 

these into a coherent position on the issue. The research paper and presentation will be completed in 

three parts:  

The first part will be to write a draft of the law section of your paper of 500 - 700 words about 

the legal issue. The second part will be to develop the social and the normative perspectives 

of the legal issue into a final paper of 1500 to 2500 words. The final paper must include all 

three perspectives - legal, social and normative. The third part comprises the presentation 

component. Each student will present a short progress report about their paper in the second 

half of the semester for 5% of the final course grade. 

 

Peer feedback on student presentations (5%): A student’s progress report presentation is an opportunity 

for the student to receive input from the instructor and fellow classmates.  As such, all students shall 

complete a feedback form while observing the presentations of other students. Providing this feedback 

will collectively be weighted as 5% of the final course grade, but the feedback given will not affect the 

grade of the student who is presenting. 

mailto:registrar@ucr.nl
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VII. Course schedule 

 
Meeting  

 

Topic Course materials 

 

Unit 1: Law 
 

Week I, Session I 

 

Introduction to the 

subject of law 
 

Honoré chs. 1 & 2 

 

Week I, Session II 
 

Three perspectives: 
law, society, justice 

 

Walsh and Hemmens chs. 1 & 2 
 

 

Week 2, Session I 

 

Legal systems in 

comparison 
 

Walsh and Hemmens ch.14 

 
 

Week 2, Session II 
 

Constitutional law & 
Administrative law 

 

Honoré ch.3; supplementary materials 
 

 

Friday, 7 Feb Deadline: Library 

and Research  
Assignment  

 

Submit Library and Research Assignment - 

upload to Moodle by 12:00 (noon). 
 

Week 3, Session I  

 

Criminal Law Honoré ch.6; Walsh and Hemmens ch.5 

Week 3, Session II 
 

Criminal Procedure 
 

Supplementary materials 
(Walsh and Hemmens ch. 6 is not required reading) 
 

Week 4, Session I 

 
 

Private Law: property 

law & contracts law 
 

Honoré chs. 4 & 5; Walsh and Hemmens (page numbers 

to be assigned) 
 

Week 4, Session II 
 

 

Private law: torts law & 
family law  

 

Honoré ch.7; Walsh and Hemmens (page numbers to be 
assigned) 

  

Week 5, Session I 

 

Mock criminal trial In Raadzaal; Supplementary materials 

Week 5, Session II 

 

Mock civil trial 

 

In Raadzaal; Supplementary materials 

 

Week 6, Session I 
 

Review  

Week 6, Session II 
Friday, 6 March 

 

First exam  
 

 
 

Week 7, Session I  

 

Interpretation 

 

Honore ch. 9; supplementary materials 

 

Week 7, Session II 

 

International Law 

 

Supplementary materials 

 

Week 8, Session I 

 

Human Rights Law Supplementary materials 

 

Wednesday,  
18 March, 
depart UCR ca. 

7:00 am 
 

Excursion to the 
MICT in The Hague 

Visit to e.g. the International Residual Mechanism 
for Criminal Tribunals (successor of the International 
Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia and the 

International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda) 
 

Week 8, Session II 

 

NO CLASS MEETING 
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Fall break Mar 23 to Mar 27 
 

 
Unit 2: Society, Justice and the Law 

 

Week 9, Session I 

 

Law and social control 

 

Walsh and Hemmens (to be assigned) 

 

Week 9, Session II 

 

Law and social change 

 

Walsh and Hemmens (to be assigned) 

 

Week 10, Session 1  

 

Justice 

 

Honoré ch.10; Walsh and Hemmens ch.2  

 

Week 10, Session II 
 

NO CLASS MEETING  
 

 

Tuesday, 14 April Deadline: Lawyer 
Interview Report 

 
 

Submit Lawyer Interview Report -  
upload to Moodle by 12:00 (noon) 

 

Week 11, Session I 
 

Race, gender and law 
 

Walsh and Hemmens (to be assigned) 
 

Week 11, Session II Review 
 

 

Week 12, Session I 
Tuesday, 21 April 

 

Second exam Exam will focus on material covered since the first exam, 
but knowledge from all topics covered since the 

beginning of the course may be required to answer some 
questions. 

 

Week 12, Session II 

 

In-class research paper 

writing session  
 

 

Friday, 24 April Deadline: Draft legal 

section of research 
paper 
 

Submit Draft of law section of final paper - 

upload to Moodle by 12:00 (noon).  
 

Week 13, Session 1 

 

Research paper 

progress reports 
 

Students give short progress reports in class about their 

research paper. 

Week 13, Session II 
 

Research paper 
progress reports 

 

Students give short progress reports in class about their 
research paper. 

Week 14, Session I 

 

NO CLASS MEETING 

 

 

Week 14, Session II 

 

Research paper 

progress reports 
 

Students give short progress reports in class about their 

research paper. 

Week 15, Session 1 
 

Research paper 
progress reports 

 

Students give short progress reports in class about their 
research paper. 

Week 15, Session II 
 

NO CLASS MEETING 
 

 

Friday, 15 May   
 

Deadline for final 
paper 

 

Submit final paper –  
upload to Moodle by 18:00. 
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VIII. Student learning outcomes [to be updated to match revised course schedule] 

 

Period Teaching activities Student is able to  

Period 1 

(weeks 1 & 2) 

 

Library and research assignment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction to course/ 

Introduction to three perspectives 

on the law (reading and discussion) 

 

SLO 1 - Develop own moral position on 

a number of issues 

 

SLO 2 - Define a number of crucial legal 

terms 

 

SLO 3 - Locate an article in a legal 

periodical 

 

SLO 4 - Locate statute law, case law and 

literature via the most important 

databases in MyUU 

 

SLO 5 - Know how to cite legal sources 

 

SLO 6 - Know how law is organized, in a 

particular field, and who are the main 

participants in that field 

 

SLO 7 – Acquire practical insights into 

the legal profession from a visit to a 

court 

 

SLO 8 - Know the difference between a 

legal positivist, empirical and normative 

perspective in the field of law 

 

SLO 9 - Acquire practical insights into 

the legal profession from meeting jurists 

from different disciplines 

 

SLO 10 - Read and analyse international 

and domestic statute law from different 

perspectives (lawyer’s perspective, judge, 

citizens)    

 

SLO 11 - Critically discuss the role of 

law in establishing social control, 

achieving social change and resolving 

disputes 

 

SLO 12 - Distinguish normative and 

sociological  perspectives 

 

Period 2 

(weeks 2 - 5) 

 

Readings and discussion on 

constitutional law/ Constitutional 

debates (through week 7) 

 

Readings and discussion on 

criminal law and procedure 

 

SLO 13 - Know the defining features of 

the main fields of law 

 

SLO 14 - Adopt the role of a jurist in an 

exercise 
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Readings and discussion on civil 

law areas: property, contracts, 

torts, family law, law of succession 

 

Readings and discussion on 

administrative law 

 

SLO 15 - Describe the essence of the 

rule of law 

 

Period 3 

(week 5-8) 

 

Introduction to main legal systems 

of the world/ reading and 

discussion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discussion on European and 

international  law 

 

 

 

Introduction to humans rights: 

readings and discussion 

 

SLO 2 - Define a number of crucial legal 

terms 

 

SLO 11 - Critically discuss the role of 

law in establishing social control, 

achieving social change and resolving 

disputes 

 

SLO 16 - Know the defining features of 

the world’s major legal systems – the 

common and civil law traditions 

 

SLO 17 - Understand and critically 

reflect upon the process of lawmaking 

 

 

SLO 10 - Read and analyse international 

and domestic statute law from different 

perspectives (lawyer’s perspective, judge, 

citizens)    

 

SLO 13 - Know the defining features of 

the main fields of law 

 

Period 4 

(weeks 7 & 8) 

 

Mock trial 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mid-term exam 

 

SLO 4 - Locate statute law, case law and 

literature via the most important 

databases in MyUU 

 

SLO 5 - Know how to cite legal sources 

 

SLO 18 - Know the meaning of 

interpretation 

 

SLO 19 - Argue a case from various 

perspectives within a moot court session 

 

 

SLO 13 - Know the defining features of 

the main fields of law 

 

Period 5 

(week 9) 

 

Interview with a legal professional SLO 6 - Know how law is organized, in a 

particular field, and who are the main 

participants in that field 

 

SLO 9 - Acquire practical insights into 

the legal profession from meeting jurists 

from different disciplines 
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SLO 11 - Critically discuss the role of 

law in establishing social control, 

achieving social change and resolving 

disputes 

 

SLO 20 - Adopt the role of a socio-legal 

researcher 

 

Period 6 

(week 10 & 11) 

 

Readings and discussion on the 

themes of Legal Interpretation, 

Justice, and Law & Social Change 

 

View excerpt from film adaptation 

of Shakespeare’s A Merchant of 

Venice, relevant to topic of 

interpretation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Viewing of documentary on subject 

of Law and Societal Change 

 

 

SLO 4 - Locate statute law, case law and 

literature via the most important 

databases in MyUU 

 

SLO 18 - Know the meaning of 

interpretation 

 

SLO 10 - Read and analyse international 

and domestic statute law from different 

perspectives (lawyer’s perspective, judge, 

citizens)    

 

SLO 21 - Read case law generated within 

an international, regional and domestic 

legal context 

 

SLO 11 - Critically discuss the role of 

law in establishing social control, 

achieving social change and resolving 

disputes 

 

SLO 22 - Review literature on legally 

controversial issue available in academic 

databases 

 

SLO 23 - Develop a position based on 

both legal and other arguments (with a 

distinction between the two) together 

with a group 

 

SLO 24 - Understand the complex 

interrelationship between Law, Justice 

and Society and the way in which this has 

been theorized 

 

Period 7 

(week 11) 

 

Excursion to the Hague to visit 

national and international 

institutions 

SLO 7 – Acquire practical insights into 

the legal profession from a visit to a 

court 

 

SLO 13 - Know the defining features of 

one of the main fields of law (civil, 

criminal, constitutional, international, 

administrative, etc) 
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Period 8 

(week 12-14) 

 

Constitutional debates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Readings and discussion on the 

themes of women & minorities in 

the law, critical legal studies, and 

critical race theory 

 

 

SLO 1 - Develop own moral position on 

a number of issues 

 

SLO 8 - Know the difference between a 

legal positivist, empirical and normative 

perspective in the field of law 

 

SLO 20 - Adopt the role of a socio-legal 

researcher 

 

SLO 25 - Present research results in a 

scholarly manner 

 

SLO 21 - Read case law generated within 

an international, regional and domestic 

legal context 

 

SLO 11 - Critically discuss the role of 

law in establishing social control, 

achieving social change and resolving 

disputes 

 

SLO 22 - Review literature on legally 

controversial issue available in academic 

databases 

 

SLO 23 - Develop a position based on 

both legal and other arguments (with a 

distinction between the two) together 

with a group 

 

SLO 24 - Understand the complex 

interrelationship between Law, Justice 

and Society and the way in which this has 

been theorized 

 

 

Period 9 

(week 15) 

 

Students submit final paper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Final paper presentations 

SLO 1 - Develop own moral position on 

a number of issues 

 

SLO 20 - Adopt the role of a socio-legal 

researcher 

 

SLO 26 – Display an understanding of 

the complex interrelationship between 

law and society 

 

SLO 20 - Adopt the role of a socio-legal 

researcher 

 

SLO 25 - Present research results in a 

scholarly manner 
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End of course outline 


