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 SSCHUMG101 Introduction to Human Geography (Spring 2020) 

 

Classroom no.: C20   

 

Every Tuesday 4-6pm and Friday 11am-1pm  

 

Instructor: Dr Sam Wong  

Email: s.wong@ucr.nl  

Office no. and location: E1.01  

Office hours: by appointment via email/in class (subject line: SSC303 - ) 

 

I. Track Information  

 

* Track: Human Geography 

* Pre-requisite for this course: None 

* This course serves as a pre-requisite for all Human Geography courses in the 200 and 300 

levels. That said, any interested students who do not meet this requirement is welcome to talk 

to the instructors.    

* Other relevant courses: N/A 

 

II. Course descriptions and contents  

 

What makes Geography different from other disciplines? The concept of space is the answer. 

This introductory course is intended to inspire students to think spatially – from global 

phenomenon to local issues. This course will introduce 9 to 11 types of sub-disciplines of 

Human Geography, which are Economic Geography, Development Geography, Environmental 

Geography, Urban Geography, Rural Geography, Population Geography, Cultural and Social 

Geography, Transport Geography, Health Geography and Historical Geography. It covers so 

many sub-disciplines of Human Geography in order to help students grasp the diversity and 

excitement of the subject.  

 

It is a long tradition for Human Geographers to raise questions about spatial inclusion and 

exclusion and come up with solutions. By focusing on effects of economic, social and cultural 

developments on human and spatial behaviours, students in this course will understand the way 

how Geographers comprehend the world by analysing the spatial distribution of human 

activities on the planet.  

 

By exploring the multi-faceted relationships between people and the world they inhabit, this 

course will show students how the planet is increasingly inter-connected and how people and 

places are differentially positioned. To illustrate this, we investigate a series of topics including 

development, environmental movement, new innovations over transport and so forth and so on. 

We examine these topics through a combination of lectures, group work and presentations.  

 

III. Study load  

 

This course earns students four credits (equivalent to 7.5 ECTS). The class meets twice a week 

for two hours. Preparation time is approximately 10 hours per week.  

 

IV. Course materials  

 

The following textbook will be used throughout the course.  

 

Cloke, P., Crang, P. and Goodwin, M. (eds.) (3rd ed.) (2014). Introducing Human Geographies. 

London: Routledge. (ISBN: 9781444135350) 

mailto:s.wong@ucr.nl
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Students can consider buying a hardcopy from the bookshop in Middelburg, called de Drvkkery. 

There are two hard copies available at the Central Library of Zeeland. Additionally, a free 

electronic copy (e-book) could be downloaded from Utrecht University library. 

 

The following academic journals are useful for students who want to pursue further of the topics. 

Students can use the search engine of each academic journal to look for the right reading 

materials for various assignments. 

 

o Geography Compass [NB this journal is written to give students introductions to 

journal articles and different areas of geography so is a good place to start] 

o Geoforum 

o Progress in Human Geography 

o Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers 

o Annals of the Association of American Geographers 

o Antipode 

o Environment and Planning (series A and D) 

o Political Geography 

o Cultural Geographies 

o Social and Cultural Geography 

o Gender, Place and Culture 

o Children’s Geographies 

o Journal of Historical Geography 

o Geographical Journal 

 

If necessary, additional reading articles will be provided in class and electronically. Yet, on 

some occasions, students are responsible for acquiring all these assigned reading individually. 

Most of the course’s assigned journal articles are available through Utrecht University’s 

Electronic Journal subscription: 

www.uu.ul/university/library/EN/Pages/searching_for_literature.aspx  

 

 

V. Course organisations and requirements  

 

a. Format of the class meetings:  

 

The course primarily comprises weekly lectures followed by student presentation, in-class 

discussion and group activities. Details for presentations, assignments and exams will be 

discussed in class. 

 

b. Attendance:  

 

Class attendance is mandatory. Students who miss 6 or more classes will automatically fail 

the course (see the student handbook). If students are absent because of sickness, they 

should email the course instructor and their tutors, preferably within 48 hours. Students 

who must miss a class owing to extenuating circumstances must inform the instructor and 

their tutor of their absence in advance if possible to provide the reasons for their absence.  

 

c. Class participation:  

 

Students are expected to attend all lectures and activities actively. Yet, if students are 

unwell, they are encouraged not to attend the class. If students provide reasons for their 

absence, they will not be penalised (see point b above).   

 

d. Deadlines:   

http://www.uu.ul/university/library/EN/Pages/searching_for_literature.aspx
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Deadlines are set for each specific assignment. Late submissions will be penalised by one 

full grade letter off the given grade per day. To be precise: 

After 1 day, an A is a B; 

After 2 days, an A is a C;  

After 3 days, an A is D;  

After 4 to 6 days, an A is an F;  

After 7 days, an A is 0 marks.  

 

Please note that limited availability of printers, running out of paper and ink and computer 

break-downs are not an excuse for late submissions.  

 

e. Extension:  

 

In case of special circumstances, such as serious illness or bereavement, extensions will be 

considered on a case-by-case basis. The instructor will decide the extension or alternative 

arrangements, based on the students’ circumstances. Students are expected to inform the 

course instructor in advance (preferably a week before the assignment deadline).  

 

f. Submitting written work:  

 

All written work must be typed in 12 pt. in size and single spacing. A gap between 

paragraphs is necessary. All written work must be submitted electronically to Moodle. NO 

hard copy is needed. All student work must be submitted in WORD. NO PDF is accepted.  

 

g. Referencing: 

 

Students taking geography courses are expected to use APA referencing system.  Any poor 

referencing in students’ assignments will be penalised by getting lower marks.  

 

h. Plagiarism: 

 

Refer to the student handbook. 

 

i. Phone and laptop  

 

Mobile phones must be switched off during class. Without specific permission, students 

are not allowed to connect to the Internet, as this may affect students’ learning conditions.  

 

j. Special needs 

 

Students with documented learning disabilities or special needs should make their needs 

known to the instructor at the start of the course.  

 

k. Mode of communication  

 

Moodle is the official mode of communication for class organisation and supplementary 

materials. For other matters, students are welcome to send emails to instructor outside the 

class hours.  

 

l. Course schedule: 

 

The below course schedule may be subject to minor changes for unforeseen circumstances, 

such as instructor illness. Any changes will be communicated in a timely manner.  
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VI. Course schedules  

   

 

Week  Session Topics  Assignments and deadlines 

1 

 

1 

(28/1) 

Introduction   

 2 

(31/1) 

Topic 1: Foundations 

 

Chapter 1 Local-global 

Chapter 2 Society-space  

Chapter 9 Representation-reality  

 

 

2  

 

1 

(4/2) 

Topic 2: Cartographies   

 

Chapter 13 The power of maps 

Chapter 14 Geographical Information Systems  

Chapter 15 Counter-cartographies  

 

 

 2 

(7/2) 

Topic 3: Environmental Geographies  

 

Chapter 29 Global and local environmental 

problems  

Chapter 30 Sustainability  

Chapter 31 Climate Change 

 

In-class quiz I  

(on Topic 1 and Topic 2) 

3  1 

(11/2) 

Introduction to oral presentation topics  

 

Introduction to essay writing  

 

How to make effective oral presentation  

 

 

 2 

(14/2) 

Topic 4: Development Geographies 

 

Chapter 20 Theories of development 

Chapter 21 Rethinking development  

Chapter 22 Survival and resistance  

 

In-class quiz II (on Topic 3) 

 

 

 

4  

 

1 

(18/2) 

Topic 5: Economic Geographies 

 

Chapter 24 Spaces of production 

Chapter 26 Consumption-reproduction 

Chapter 28 Economic globalisation  

 

In-class quiz III (on Topic 4) 

 

 

 

 2 

(21/2) 

Topic 6: Political Geographies  

 

Chapter 35 Critical Geopolitics 

Chapter 37 Nationalism  

Chapter 38 Citizenship and governance 

 

In-class quiz IV (on Topic 5) 

5 

 

1 

(25/2) 

 

Individual oral presentation 1 (4 students) 

 

how to write good essays   
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 2 

(28/2) 

 

Topic 7 : Cultural Geographies  

 

Chapter 16 Imaginative geographies 

Chapter 18 Landscape   

Chapter 19 Material geographies  

 

In-class quiz V (on Topic 6) 

6 

 

1 

(3/3) 
No class – preparation for exam   

 2 

(6/3) 
Exam 1 (cover Topics 1-7)   In-class exam 1 (Topics 1-7) 

7 

 

1 

(10/3) 

Topic 8: Population Geographies  

 

Chapter 39 Age 

Chapter 40 Health and well-being 

Chapter 41 Migrants and refugees 

 

 

 2 

(13/3) 

Individual oral presentation 2 (5 students) 

 
 

8 2 

(17/3) 

Topic 9 Urban Geographies  

 

Chapter 46 Urban form 

Chapter 47 Urban senses  

 

In-class quiz VI (on Topic 8) 

 2 

(20/3) 

Topic 10 Rural Geographies  

 

Chapter 48 Rurality 

 

In-class quiz VII (on Topic 9) 

 

 

23-27/3 Mid-term break (no class) 
 

 

 

9  

 

1 

(31/3) 
Guest Speaker  Essay submission deadline (20%). 

Electronic submission to Moodle 

before class starts. NO hard copy 

submission is needed. Word 

document only. NO PDF. 

 
 2 

(3/4) 

Individual oral presentation 3 (5 

students)  
In-class quiz VIII (on Topic 10) 

 

10 

 

1 

(7/4) 

Topic 11 Mobilities  

 

Chapter 52 Mobilities 

Chapter 53 Touring mobilities 

Chapter 54 Virtual mobilities  
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 2 

(10/4) 
Easter Friday holiday – no 

class  

 

11 

 

1 

(14/4) 

Essay consultation Part 1 (optional) 

 

 

 

 

 2 

(17/4) 

Individual oral presentation 4 (5 

students) 

 

 

12 

 

1 

(21/4) 
No class – preparation for 

exam 
 

 

 2 

(24/4) 
Exam 2 (cover Topics 8-11)   In-class exam 2 (Topics 8-11) 

13  

 

1 

(28/4) 

Essay consultation Part 2 (optional)  

 

 2 

(1/5) 

Individual oral presentation 5 (5 

students) 

(or one extra topic)  

 

14 

 

1 

(5/5) 
Liberation Day Holiday – No 

class  
 

 

 

 2 

(8/5) 

Historical Geographies: Walking around 

Middelburg (optional) 
Revised essay submission deadline 

(optional) 

 
15  

 

1 

(12/5) 

In-class research sharing (compulsory)  

 2 

(15/5) 

Course evaluation   

 

 

I. Mode of Assessments  

 

Assignments Deadlines Weight (%) 

(1) In-class quizzes 

(8 quizzes in 

total) 

Throughout the course (see the course 

schedule for specific dates) 

15%  

(2) Individual-based 

oral presentation  

25/2, 13/3, 20/3, 7/4 and 1/5 

 

20% 

(3) A 1500-word 

long essay  

Week 9, session 1 before class starts 35% 

(4) Exam (in multiple 

choice format)  

In-class exams [Week 6(2) and Week 

13(1)] 

 

20% 

(5) Class 

participation and 

attendance  

Throughout the course 10% 

 Total 100% 
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Assessment 1: In-class quizzes (15%, throughout the course)  
 

The overall purpose of the in-class quizzes is to stimulate students to read specific chapters 

and to get familiar with the geographical concepts. There will be 9 in-class quizzes 

throughout the course. In each quiz, 5 multiple choice questions will be asked. Students have 

15 minutes at maximum to answer them. Students are expected to read the suggested chapters 

drawn from the main textbook.  

 

If students do not feel well, they are encouraged not to attend the classes in order to avoid 

virus or germs spreading around. Yet, there will be NO resit in quizzes. Being absent from the 

in-class quizzes once or twice, owing to sickness, should not affect students’ overall 

performance.   

 

 

Assessment 2: Individual-based oral presentations (20%, taken place 25/2, 13/3, 

20/3, 7/4 and 1/5) 
 

The objective of this assessment is to test students’ oral presentation skills on geographical 

knowledge. The instructor will provide various Geography-related presentation topics in 

Week 3 (session 1). Each student has 8 minutes to make the presentation. At the end, there 

will be a Q&A session. Penalty will be imposed if the presentations exceed this time limit.  

 

Each student is expected to produce a hard-copy and submit it right before the oral 

presentations start in class. After the presentation, students are required to upload their 

presentations to Moodle.  Students will be introduced to the oral presentation topics as well as 

expectations in Week 3, session 1.  

 

The assessment criteria are as follows:  

 

Content 
100-

90 

89-

80 

79-

70 

69-

60 

59-

50 

49-

40 

39-

35 

34-

16 

15-0 
 Content 

Clear structure explained at outset         
 

 Rambling, poor structure 

High data/evidence content         
 

 Thin, trivial 

Well researched, interpret-tation 

supported by evidence 
        

 
 Interpretations offered as facts 

Clear summary at end         
 

 No summary 

Appropriate level and relevant         
 

 Low level – trivial  

Delivery           Delivery 

Correct amount of time         
 

 Too long/short 

Speech well paced         
 

 Speech too fast/slow 

Clearly audible, good variety of 

tone 
        

 
 

Too quiet, monotonous, reads from 

text 

Good stance, use of body 

language, engages audience 
        

 
 Stiff, apathetic, ignores audience 

Audio-visual aids         
 

 Audio-visual aids 
High quality, legible, proper use 

of colour etc., used in right order, 

coherent. 

        

 

 
Unclear, illegible, poor quality, 

jumbled order, incoherent. 

Questions           Questions 
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Additional credit for dealing with 

Qs after the talk. 
        

 

 

If no time left for Qs then Fail.  

If no Qs because none asked then 

make null 

Overall grade            

 

 

Assessment 3: Essay (35%, deadline in Week 9, session 1 before class starts) 
 

The essay topic is based on the themes of Environmental Geography. Various technologies, 

such as solar, geothermal, wind energy, bioenergy, electric cars, and even fracking, have been 

adopted. Ideas and policies, such as carbon tax, car sharing, cycling, vegetarianism, circular 

economy, and reforestation, have been developed in order to address the negative impact of 

rising CO2 emissions which lead to climate change.  

 

Students are expected to choose ONLY ONE particular technology OR ONE particular 

policy and to examine the success and limitations in combating climate change. Students are 

expected to critically examine relevant academic literature and to draw on evidence to analyse 

what the specific intervention has achieved so far, how effective they are, what the favourable 

conditions are, and equally important, what obstacles and challenges have been identified. 

The essay should not be longer than 1,500 words (excluding end references). Students should 

note that there is NO word allowance.   

 

Since it is an evidence-based essay writing, students are expected to draw on at least 8 

academic literature to provide arguments and evidence.   

 

Students are allowed to choose any topics or interventions relevant to this assignment. Yet, if 

students have any doubts, they should seek the permission of the instructor.  

 

The deadline is Week 9, session 1 before the class starts. Two in-class essay consultation 

sessions are scheduled on 14/4 and 28/4.  Students can make further improvement based on 

the comments and suggestions provided by the instructor. Please note that the attendance of 

the essay consultation is optional in nature. It will not affect students’ participation grade.  

 

After receiving the feedback, students are allowed to submit a revised essay no later than 

Week 14, session 2. No papers will be accepted after the deadline. The purpose of the revised 

essay submission is to encourage students to pay attention to the comments provided by the 

instructors and to make further improvement. Please note that if students are satisfied with the 

grades of their essays, there is NO NEED to submit this revised version. This is based on a 

voluntary basis. Simultaneously, the re-submission does not guarantee higher grades. The 

final grade will depend largely on how students respond to the instructor’s comments.  

 

Students are allowed to submit a revised essay no later than Week 14, session 2. No papers 

will be accepted after the deadline. The purpose of the revised essay submission is to 

encourage students to pay attention to the comments provided by the instructors and to make 

further improvement. Please note that if students are satisfied with the grades of their essays, 

there is NO NEED to submit this revised version. This is based on a voluntary basis.  

 

The essay marking criteria are as follows:  

 

Components Weight (%) Comments  
(1) Introduction and conclusion  

- clarity of research topics  

- brief contexts of research topics 

- summary of arguments   

25  

(2) Content, analysis and discussion 55  
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- critical use of literature 

- sufficiency of evidence 

- soundness of arguments   
(3) Quality of writing  

- structure and organisation 

- referencing 

- fluency and grammar 

20  

                                           Total marks 100  

 

 

Assessment 4: Two in-class exams (20%, deadline in Week 6(2) and Week 13(1) 
 

In the examinations, students have 90 minutes to answer 30 multiple choice questions. More 

explanations will be provided in class.  

 

 

Assessment 5: Participation (10%, throughout the class) 
 

This includes active participation in all sessions, including guest speak talks and oral 

presentations. Students are also expected to meet all the assignment deadlines.  

 

A) Excellent: Miss no more than 2 sessions and explain the reasons for absence to the 

course instructor and their tutor by emails, preferably within 48 hours after the absence. 

Submit all assignments on time. Fully engaged and actively involved in class (including 

no texting, working on other assignments during class time, etc.) and enthusiastically 

participates and adds to small and large group discussions. Student is always prepared 

for class with completed assignments and necessary materials (textbook, laptop when 

needed, etc.). 

 

B) Engaged: Absent for no more than 4 sessions and explain the reasons for absence to 

course instructor and tutors by emails. Attain all required consultation sessions. No more 

than one assignment is not submitted on-time. Actively engaged and involved in class 

(including no texting, working on other assignments during class time, etc.), and 

actively participates in small and large group discussions. Student is prepared for class 

with necessary materials, but may have one or two incomplete homework assignments.  

 

C) Generally Engaged: Absent for no more than 5 sessions. No more than two 

assignments are not submitted on-time. Student mostly participates in class and 

generally participates in small and large group discussions without being prompted. This 

student comes prepared for class, but may have a few homework assignments 

incomplete. 

 

D-F) Generally Not Engaged: Student will get a failed grade (i.e. F) if s/he misses 

more than 6 sessions (see Student Handbook). 3 or all assignments are not submitted on-

time. Student rarely participates in class without prompting, and displays minimal 

interaction with peers during small and large group discussions, or interaction is often 

off-topic or not relevant to topic. Student is regularly unprepared for class (often does 

not have textbook or other necessary materials), and some homework assignments are 

not complete or missing.  
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IV. Student Learning Outcomes (SLO) 

 

Period Teaching Activities Student is able to do  

Period 1 (Week 1 

and 2)  

Lectures; group activities; group 

discussion  

SLO1: Become acquainted with 

the scopes of Human Geography 

and the key concepts;  

SLO2: Begin to distinguish 

specifics of the human-

geographical perspectives; 

SLO3: Effectively contribute to 

student-led learning through 

group discussion; 

Period 2 (Week 

3,4,5,6) 

Lectures, quizzes, student-led 

presentation, group discussion; 

videos 

SLO4: Identify the sub-disciplines 

of Human Geography 

SLO5: Begin to understand the 

complex relationships between 

global and local dimensions; 

SLO6: Acquire basic skills in 

understanding academic debates 

and assessing academic works 

Period 3 (Week 

7,8,9,10) 

Lectures, quizzes, exam, group 

activities; videos; student-led 

presentations; essays 

SLO7: Gain a better 

understanding of how places, 

people and politics interact;  

SLO8: Illustrate that students can 

incorporate the academic skills in 

preparing the first draft of essay 

Period 4 (Week 

11, 12, 13, 14, 15) 

Lectures, quizzes, group 

activities; videos; essays, essay 

consultation 

SLO9: Understand the uneven 

distribution of benefits and costs 

of different human interventions in 

geographies 

SLO10: Write an evidence-based 

academic paper on a central issue 

within Human Geography  

Period 4 (Weeks 

12, 13 and 14) 

Exam preparation and exam SLO11: Consolidate concepts and 

knowledge and apply them in 

exams  

  

Period 5 (Week 

15) 

In-class sharing  SLO12: Encourage mutual 

learning  

 

 


