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AH-Hist308 
Topics in Social and Cultural History: Identity 
Spring 2021 

DRAFT 
Classroom:  
Class Time:  
Instructor:  Dr. N. Mykoff 
Email:  n.mykoff@ucr.nl  
Office:  Eleanor 
Office hours: by appointment  
 
I. TRACK INFORMATION 
A. Prerequisites: 

• 100 level History Course 
• A&H#287; or 
• Instructor’s Permission 

 
B. This course is relevant for students interested in pursuing Minors or Graduate 
Work the fields of: 

• American Studies 
• Art History  
• Cultural and Social History  
• Gender Studies 
• Journalism 
• Media Studies 
• Public History 

 
II. COURSE DESCRIPTION  

This research seminar explores identity and diversity in North America from the 
perspectives of social history (the stories of peoples’ lives) and popular culture (cultural 
forms and expressions familiar to most, like Hollywood film). It begins in the late 19th century 
with the ‘Indian wars,’ and ends in the 21st with the rise of Trumpism. Race, at the center of 
American life and identity, is at the heart of the class. The notion that popular culture shapes 
daily life steers the course. For example, associations of crime with race seen on ‘the’ news 
reinforce the idea that racial groups are inherently criminal. That popular culture also 
empowers is seen, heard and experienced in memoir, fiction and artistic expressions i.e., 
music, film, photography and activist art, like posters of protest calling for ‘we the people’ 

 across the globe to resist attacks on humanity. The first part of the 
semester studies race by focusing on i.e., African and Native-American peoples within 
contexts of crime and punishment, work and leisure, and sickness and health. Other topics 
include housing and foodways. In the second half students research a topic of choice. 
Throughout the course we explore the presence of the past and imagine future possibilities.  
 
III. Study Load  

This course earns students four credits (equivalent to 7.5 ECTS).  
The class meets twice a week for two hours. Preparation time is approximately 10 
hours per week. 

 
IV. Course Materials 

The readings for this course consist of primary sources. Examples are  
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letters, literature, photography, film, autobiography, graphic memoir, music and other cultural 
forms and expressions created by people who witnessed or experienced the events and 
feelings that they are describing. Readings also include secondary sources. These are 
interpretations of the past written by scholars in or near the present. They include articles, 
monographs and textbooks. Each type of source offers insight into the past and can be used 
to analyze and critique the other. 
 

Required Texts: 
• Sherman Alexie, Flight (2007) 
• Jamaica Kincaid, A Small Place (1988) 
• Selected Articles and Excerpts 

 
V. COURSE ORGANIZATION AND REQUIREMENTS 
a) General Format of Class Meetings 

Class Meetings are very interactive.  
All reading must be done by Tuesday’s class. Meetings include reflections, 
discussions and debates of reading and research assignments, and in-class 
activities. Amongst these are group work, peer reviews, and presentations.  

 
Student Presentations are weekly. 
The presentations develop historical knowledge, research, critical thinking, and 
public speaking skills. Students give one short presentation on a text assigned for the 
week’s readings in teams of two.   

 
A Research Trip is part of the course. Students are expected to attend. 
 

b) General Expectations/ Rules and Deadlines 
Students are expected to: 
•  Attend all classes and arrive to class on time. Special requests to arrive late or 

leave early due to extenuating circumstances, must be made in person to the 
instructor (i.e., not via email).  

•  Turn off all electronic devices before class begins. 
• Complete the week’s reading assignment by Tuesday’s class. 
• Submit a weekly research log. 
• Inform the instructor in the event of illness, and get the notes, announcements 

and any assignments given during the missed class, from a classmate. Do not 
email the instructor for materials covered during a missed class. In accordance 
with the student manual, six absences result in an F for the course. 

• Submit all work on the assigned date. 
• Know that submitting assigned work late results in a grade point penalty for each 

day beyond the due date. For example, A work handed in one day late will be 
marked down to an A-; two days late will be marked down to a B+; three days late 
will be marked down to a B, and so on. 

• Present on their scheduled date. There is no rescheduling. If you don’t present on 
the scheduled date, you will receive an F. 

• Submit a reflection report on their presentation within 24 hours of presenting. 
• Attend research trips.  
• Submit your own work. Plagiarism, “the presentation of the words or ideas of 

another as if they were one’s own,” is not accepted. Guidelines for defining and 
sanctioning plagiarized work will be followed in accordance with UCR rules and 
regulations. Although plagiarized work will be sanctioned by the instructor, the 
Board of Examiners may apply additional sanctions. 
Student’s will receive sanctions for: 

§ Direct (word for word) copying from sources without proper 
acknowledgements. 

§ Presenting another student’s work as his or her own. 
§ Self-plagiarism i.e., submitting work previously submitted in 

another course; or submitting one paper to two different courses. 
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§ Paraphrasing the ideas of another without proper 
acknowledgement. 

§ Falsifying information. 
 

c) Procedures for Communication 
• All announcements will be posted by 5:00pm. 
• The instructor uploads essential and additional materials and assignments into 

Moodle (i.e., the syllabus). 
• Students may make an appointment to meet with the instructor. 
• Students may contact the instructor via email daily (Monday-Friday). 
• In the event that a student misses a class, she/he/theymust get the missed work 

from a class-mate (i.e., not the instructor). 
 
VI. ASSESMENT 
A. Grade Distribution: 

Class Participation 20% 
Presentation  20% 
Exam #1  30%   
Final Paper   30%  

 
1. CLASS PARTICIPATION 

Refers to:  
o Attentiveness (i.e., to each other, presentations, guest speakers…).  
o In-class activities like reaction papers; discussions, debates, role-play 

and group-work.  
o Homework assignments like the reflections, short think pieces, reading 

notes, and research projects. 
 

Participation Grading System: 
A) Always engaged in class.  

You do not miss class, are prepared for the lesson i.e., have done the 
reading and weekly summary, contribute to discussions and activities. 

B) Mostly engaged in class. 
You miss class infrequently, are prepared for most lessons, partake in 
class discussions and activities.    

C) Sometimes engaged in class. 
You do not miss class but are consistently not prepared. Or, you miss 
class frequently and are mostly prepared for the lesson.  

D-F) Usually not engaged in class. 
You miss class frequently and are usually not prepared. 
 
 

2. EXAM 
There is one exam. It consists of short essay questions.  

 
 
 
3. PRESENTATION [See Appendix A; B and C] 
The presentation develops historical knowledge, research, and critical thinking skills 
needed for the final project. Students work in teams of two (2). They flesh out the 
history of a text assigned in the weekly reading, by conducting and presenting 
primary research. Although they may not use power-point with text, they 
absolutely should use power-point with visual and audio sources to illustrate their 
points. They may also include original research i.e., surveys and interviews; and 
bring in objects. 

§ The presenting team emails their presentation outline  
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[See Appendix A] and powerpoint draft to me by 16:00 on the 
Wednesday one week before the scheduled presentation. They 
hand me a hard copy of the outline on the day of the presentation. 

§ Late submissions will not be accepted. Students that miss the 
outline and powerpoint deadline cannot present and will receive an 
F for the presentation.  

§ The team sends me their presentation reflection within 24 hours 
after the presentation. [See Appendix B] 

§ The team receives a grade [See Appendix C for grade distribution] 
 
4. FINAL PAPER 
The final paper includes: a proposal; a research log; an analytical paper; and a 
presentation of work in progress. 

 
a) The Project Proposal  

The proposal is no longer than one page (font arial 12; spacing 1.5). 
It consists of the following. 
• Research Topic.  
• Thesis Statement/Research Question. 
• A list of at least two primary sources or one collection. 
• A list of at least four relevant secondary sources. 

 
b) Research Log 

Students upload their research progress weekly from week #6 t/m 
week #11. The entries, approximately 1-3 paragraphs, reflect on 
ideas, progress, difficulties etc. The point is to share the research 
process with the class and receive formative feedback from 
classmates as well as the instructor. 
 

c) The Paper [See Appendix D for grading rubric] 
Students write an historical analysis on a topic of choice in teams of 
two. The topic and approach must be approved by the instructor. The 
paper draws from primary research and engages with relevant 
scholarship.  

The format is as follows: Word count 2,500-3,000; font Arial 12; 
line spacing 1.5. Students must use footnotes (not end notes). They 
may not quote blocks or paragraphs of texts. They use the Chicago 
Style for formatting. The final paper must be stapled and numbered. It 
includes: 

 
• A Title Page that includes  

o the title of the paper  
o students’ names  
o professor’s name  
o course title and # 
o semester date 
o word count 

 
• A Bibliography that lists all secondary and primary sources. This 

means that all sources used, those cited in the paper and those 
not cited, must be listed in the bibliography. Secondary sources 
are listed first. The format is alphabetical by author. 

 
d)    Presentation of Work In Progress 

Students present their work in progress in a final forum that will be 
explained in class. The point of the forum is to give and receive 
feedback from classmates and the instructor.  
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VII. Course Schedule 
Date  Topic Assignment Activities 
Week #1   
 

Introduction  
 
Questions to Consider: 
Why do historians study 
popular culture? Why do 
they study identity? What 
types of sources do they 
use? How do they critically 
analyze their findings? 
 

 Readings 
         Selected Articles 
 

 
T: Introduction 
 
F: Discussion 
 

Week #2  
 

Identity and/in  
Popular Culture   
the states united  
become  
The United States 
 
 
 

Readings: 
Selected Articles 

 
T: Presentation #3 
 
F: Discussion 
 

Week #3  
 

Crime and Media  
 
  

Readings: 
Selected Articles 

Research: 
Research idea(s) due. 
 

 
T: Presentation #3 
 
F: Discussion 
 
 

 
Week #4 
 

Media  
(lynching and ‘fake news’) 
and  
Leisure  
(the automobile and the 
mascot) 
 
 

Readings: 
             Selected Articles 
 
 

 
T: Presentations: #4a; #5 
 
F: Discussion 
Research Topic Due 

Week #5 
 

Inclusion/Exclusion: 
Asians and Mexicans 

Readings: 
           Selected Articles 
 

 
T: Presentations: #3 
 
F: CLASS DOES NOT MEET 
Research proposal due by 18:00 

Week #6 
 

Class in America Readings: 
Selected Articles 

 

 
T: Presentations #1;  
 
F: Discussion 

Week #7 
 

Consuming Identity: 
Foodways 

Readings: 
           Selected Articles 
 

 
T: Presentations #1; #4 
 
F: Discussion 

Week #8 
 

 Exam   
CANCELLED 
 

March 
  

SPRING BREAK SPRING BREAK SPRING BREAK 

Week #9 
 

Paper Draft 
Class does not Meet. 
Students draft final paper 
and enter a research log. 
 

Research:  
1st Log     Entry. 

T: Exam 
 
F: Class does not meet. 
First Research Log Due 
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Week #10 
 

Fiction: 
Identity  
and/in Popular Culture 

Reading: 
       Alexie, Flight 
 Research: 
2nd Log Entry 

T: Discussion 
 
F: Moderation: No Class 
 

Week #11 
 

Memoir: 
Self and Other  
 
 

Readings: 
   Kincaid, A Small Place 
 Research:  
3rd Log Entry 
  

T: Discussion 
 
F: Presentation 
Last day to submit paper    
draft for feedback by 16:00  

Week #12 
 

 
RESEARCH 
TRIP 

 
         

   
F: Research Trip 
The Efteling – See Addendum 
 

Week #13 
 

Final Presentation 
Forums 

Students present their 
work in progress within 
the space of 10 minutes. 
They may (are 
encouraged to) use 
powerpoint and or 
images or links to 
illustrate their work. 

T: Forum 
F: Forum 

Week #14 
 

Paper Due by 18:00   
F: Paper Due by 18:00 

Week #15 
 

TBA       
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VIII. Student Learning Outcomes 
After completing the class students will: 
 

1) Have a firm grasp on the ways that popular culture provides insight  
Into history and contemporary life. 

2) Have the ability to critically analyze the ways that cultural forms, expressions and 
behaviors, both confirm and contest social norms and values. 

3) Have a clear sense of the human experiences of cultural developments and 
social norms by drawing on primary sources like creative non-fiction and 
photographs. 

4) Know the differences between primary and secondary sources.  
5) Have the analytical skills to critically read scholarly works and engage relevant 

debates. 
6) Be able to locate primary materials in virtual and grounded archives, museums, 

and private and public institutions. 
7) Have the research and analytical skills to explore a topic of interest, by delving 

into primary materials and drawing from secondary works. 
8) Recognize that bias shapes all analyses, and is informed by the author’s social 

context, as well as his or her political and personal agendas. 
9) Be able to present critical analyses of secondary works and primary research, in 

a clear and compelling manner, both orally and in writing.  
10) Have expertise in a historically significant topic or theme.  
11) Have the ability and drive to question the familiar and the unfamiliar in the 

present as well as the past. 
 
 
  
Period Teaching activities Student Will 
Period 1 
(Weeks 1 -9) 

Reading; Research; 
Screenings; Discussion; 
Reflections; Project Log; 
Group Work; Presentations; 
Field Trip; Exam 

SLO 2-6 
 

Period 2 
(Weeks 10-16)  

Reading; Research; 
Screenings; Discussion; 
Reflections; Project Log; 
Group Work; Exam; Final 
Project Forums and 
Presentations 

SLO 1-11 
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APPENDIX A    
PRESENTATION OUTLINE  
 
 
 
 
Presenters’ Names: ______________    _________________ 
  
 

1. Author/ Title/ Date of Publication 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Brief (and clear) Summary in one concise paragraph 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Central Argument 
(main point; relevance to course; address what struck you and why?) 

 
 
 
 
 

4. Historical Context you will address in your presentation.  
 
 
 
 
 

5. Discussion Questions: 
A. 
B. 
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APPENDIX B   
PRESENTATION REFLECTION FORM 
 
 
Your Names: _________________   ____________________ 
  
 
 
 
 
 

1. What were the strengths of your presentation? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What were the weaknesses of your presentation? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What might you do differently in the future?  
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APPENDIX C 
SHORT PRESENTATION EVALUATION FORM 
 
Student’s Name: 
Topic: 
 
 
 
GRADE BREAKDOWN_____________________________________________ 
 

1. Outline 10% 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Historical Context and Contemporary Relevance 60% 
[Flesh out the article/book/history with visual and audio links; images; charts…. 
Discuss the relevance. How does the topic/theme relate to today?] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Presentation clarity; cohesion; attention; posture.…] 20% 

 
 
 
 
 

4. Discussion 10% 
 [initiate and lead the class in discussion/debate i.e., by posing a question] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



12 | P a g e  
 

 
  

 
APPENDIX	D																																																				RUBRIC	FOR	RESEARCH	PAPER	

	

Criteria A B C D-F 
Content	

• Clarity	of	

purpose	

(Do	you	clearly	

state	your	

focus?)	

	

• Evidence		

(Do	you	support	

your	points?)	

	

	

• Tone	

(Is	your	tone	

academic	or	

emotional?)	

	

	

• Focus	

(Do	you	stick	to	

your	point?)	

• Purpose	is	clear	and	

fulfills	assignment.	

Introduction	(includes	

topic,	sources,	

approach)	is	clear.	

Thesis	Statement	is	

clearly	stated.	

• Evidence	and	

examples	are	clear,	

specific,	drawn	from	

primary	sources	and	

support	logical	

reasoning	and	insights.	

Quotations	longer	

than	two	sentences	

are	paraphrased.	

Analysis	sticks	to	the	

point.	

• Tone	is	objective	and	

not	emotional.	

• Focus	is	sharp.		

• Purpose	is	clear	and	

fulfills	assignment.	

Introduction	

(includes	topic;	

sources,	approach)	is	

generally	clear.	

Thesis	statement	is	

clear.	

• Evidence	and	

examples	are	clear,	

relevant,	drawn	from	

primary	sources	and	

support	mostly	sound	

reasoning	and	

insights.	Quotations	

longer	than	two	

sentences	are	

paraphrased.	Analysis	

sticks	to	the	point.	

• Tone	is	mostly	

objective.	

• Focus	is	good.	

• Purpose	fulfills	

assignment	but	is	

only	somewhat	

clear.	Introduction	

is	vague.	Thesis	

statement	is	

vague.		

• Evidence,	

examples	and	

primary	sources	

are	limited.	Blocks	

of	quotes	are	used	

instead	of	

paraphrased.	

Reasoning	and	

Insights	are	vague.	

Analysis	does	not	

stick	to	the	point.	

• Tone	is	often	

emotional.		

• Focus	is	somewhat	

clear.	

• Purpose	does	not	

address	

assignment.	

Introduction	is	

unclear.	Not	sure	

what	the	point	is.	

No	thesis	

statement.	

• Evidence	and	

examples	are	

missing	or	are	

irrelevant.	Primary	

sources	are	rarely	

used	or	missing.	

Reasoning	is	

opinion	and/or	

unclear.	

• Tone	is	emotional.	

• Analysis	is	missing.	

• Focus	is	unclear.		

Structure	

• Organization	

• Flow		

• Transitions	

• Topic	

Sentences	

• Sentence	

Structure	

• Footnotes	

• Paper	is	logically	

organized.	

• Easily	followed	

• Effective,	smooth	and	

logical	transitions.	

• Excellent	topic	

sentences.	

• Good	sentence	

structure.	

• Sources	are	cited.	

Excellent	use	of	

footnotes.	

• Organization	has	

some	digressions.	

• Easily	followed	

• Sometimes	lacks	

transitions.	

• Topic	sentences	

mostly	reflect	

paragraph	content.	

• Sentence	structure	is	

generally	sound.	

• Sources	are	cited.	

Use	of	footnotes.	

• Some	organization	

with	many	

digressions.	

• 	Difficult	to	follow	

• Lacks	transitions	

• Lacks	clear	topic	

sentences	

• Sentence	

structure	is	often	

flawed.	

• Sources	are	cited.	

Some	use	of	

footnotes.	

• Lacks	organization.	

• Difficult	to	follow.	

• No	transitions.	

• No	topic	

sentences.	

• Poor	sentence	

structure.	

• Sources	are	not	

cited.	No	

footnotes.	

Mechanics		

• Deadlines	

• Cover	Page	

• Bibliography	

• Typos	

• Footnotes	

• Pages	

• All	deadlines	met.	

• Cover	page	has	course	

title/	student’s	name	

/word	count	

• Bibliography	is	

formatted	

(Primary/Secondary)	

• No	typos	

• Footnotes	follow	one	

format.	

• Page	numbers	

typed/paper	is	stapled	

• All	deadlines	met.	

• Cover	page	has	

course	title/	name	

/word	count.	

• Bibliography	is	

formatted	

(Primary/Secondary)	

• A	few	typos	

• Footnotes	mostly	

follow	one	format.	

• Pages	#s	typed/paper	

is	stapled	

• Some	deadlines	

met.	

• Cover	page	has	

most	information	

• Bibliography	is	not	

formatted.	

• Many	typos	

• Footnotes	do	not	

follow	one	format.	

• Pages	numbered.	

• Did	not	meet	

deadlines.	

• No	cover	page.	

• No	Bibliography	

• Many	typos	

• Footnotes	are	not	

used.	

• Pages	are	not	

numbered.	
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ADDENDUM 
 
Research Trip: The Efteling 
Mykoff 
 
 
Central Assumption 
Theme parks are controlled recreational spaces that are crafted from the “top down.” 
They are also sites of national identity that provide insight into contemporary 
constructions of gender, race, class, age, ethnicity, ability….  
 
Overarching Goals 
The point of this trip is threefold. First, to develop your critical thinking skills. Second, 
to see how themes and topics explored this term play out in contemporary culture. 
Third, to have a bit of fun.  
 
Approach:  
Read the Efteling as a text. The following questions will help you view the park 
critically.  

• How does the theme park (layout; attractions; themes…) construct categories 
of analysis like race, class and age?  

• How does it construct history? What, for example, do the myths, symbols and 
performances tell you about Dutch national identity?  

• What is being performed, literally and figuratively?  
• Is the entertainment ‘neutral,’ or does it reinforce and/or question the ‘status 

quo?’  
• How and why is culture ‘mixed’ or misrepresented?  
• How is the ‘exotic other’ represented? Again, Why?  
• What, in other words, is the significance of the stories that are (re)told at the 

Efteling? 
• How does the organization of space matter? Note where attractions/food 

stands are placed. Analyze the reasons.  
• How does the park function as a liminal space? What techniques are used to 

encourage/enable visitors to assume ‘new’ identities – allowing them to 
behave differently than they do in the ‘real’ world. An example is the entrance 
to the park itself.  

• Try to look at the part through a feminist lens. For instance, do the exhibits 
and themes support a patriarchal narrative? Do they assume 
heteronormativity? Do they advocate tolerance of the ‘other’? Do they lump 
the ‘other’ into groups or do they spotlight diversity within categories? Does 
this matter? Why or why not? 

• Finally, if you have time, try to observe (but don’t stalk) other visitors. How do 
they act/react? What insights can you glean about gender/race/national 
identity from their behavior?  Who, more generally, is the intended audience?  

  
 
 


