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A&H 279 Western Way of War 

Spring 2020 

 
 

Classroom no:  

Class times:  MON 13.45-15.45 and 18.45-20.45 

  THUR 27-02 and 07-05 08.45-10.45 and 27-02 18.45-20.45 

 

Instructor: dr T. van Gent 

Email: t.vangent@ucr.nl  

Tel: 655519 

Office no. & location: Eleanor St 2.06 

Office hours: Every Day 

 

 

I. Track information 

 

a) Prerequisites for this course:  

▪ AH-HIST110   Early Modern History 

▪ AH-HIST111   Modern History  

▪ AH-HIST107   World History 

▪ AH-HIST109   Introduction to Social History 

▪ AH-HIST112   Introduction to Gender Studies 

▪ SSCPOLI101   Introduction to Political Philosophy 

 

 

b) This course serves as prerequisite for:  

AH-HIST310   World History Research Seminar 

 

c) Other courses which are relevant to this course – e.g. as part of a minor: 

▪ AH-HIST209   History of Empires 

▪ SSCPOLI205   Theory of International Relations 

▪ SSCPOLI305   Security in the Post Cold War Era  

 

 

 

  

mailto:t.vangent@ucr.nl


II. Course description 

 

This course gives a chronological overview of the history of Warfare in the Western World 

from antiquity to the present day. All aspects of war on land, sea, and in the air are covered: 

weapons and technology; strategy and defence; discipline and intelligence; mercenaries and 

standing armies; cavalry and infantry; chivalry and Blitzkrieg; guerrilla assault and nuclear 

arsenals. 

 

The central controversial thesis of this course is that war in western societies has followed 

a unique path leading to the Western hegemony of the world. From Greek hoplites, Roman 

legionnaires to the jet plane and cruise missile, war has served as the driving force behind 

the West’s rise to global domination. The history of the West, both at home and overseas, 

has centred around ferocious competition for mastery among uncompromisingly ambitious 

powers, in which the ruthless, innovative, and the decisive displaced the complacent, the 

imitative, and the irresolute.  

 

 

III.  Study Load  

 

This course earns students four credits (equivalent to 7.5 ECTS). The class meets twice a 

week for two hours. Preparation time is approximately 10 hours per week.   

 

 

IV. Course materials 

 

Students are responsible for acquiring all assigned reading individually. Most of the course’s 

assigned journal articles are available through Utrecht University’s Omega electronic journal 

subscription. The remaining book chapters and articles are available through the Zeeuwse 

Bibilotheek and/or other libraries. In accessing readings, students should also make use of 

Picarta’s inter-library loans system and other online services (e.g. Google Books, HathiTrust 

or Online Books Page hosted by the University of Pennsylvania Libraries and Oxford 

scholarship online and Oxford reference online).  

 

a) Required books and literature: 

- G. Parker (ed.), The Cambridge Illustrated History of Warfare (Cambridge 

2008).  

http://www.library.upenn.edu/


- Supplementary reading materials to be distributed by the instructor. 

 

b)  Recommended books, literature or internet sites: 

 

- See list at the end of the Course Outline (Section X).  

- http://www.smh-hq.org/ 

- http://www.besthistorysites.net/index.php/military-history   

 

c) Other materials: 

 

Shortly after the break on a Wednesday we will make a battlefield tour to the town Ypres 

in Belgium, which played an important role in World War I. The students have to keep in 

mind that they have to pay for their travel and for the museum, lunch and dinner. We will 

be travelling by car, so some students should bring their own automobile (the passengers 

will contribute 10 euros for the fuel expenses).  

 

 

V. Course organization and requirements 

 

Students are required to participate actively in the class discussions. Students are reminded 

of the regulation stating that students who miss more than 6 classes of a particular course 

will receive an F. Students are further expected to prepare properly for class by reading the 

required texts and preparing questions and discussion points.  

 

For some classes the student will have to do a homework assignment on historical sources 

(six in total, see course schedule). These assignments are available on workspace of this 

course and should also be handed in on workspace before the start of the specific class. The 

professor’s assessment of the homework assignments (both in class and on workspace) will 

count towards the participation grade.   

 

The format of the course is a mixed one. Most sessions will consist of formal lectures and 

class presentations in combination with interactive class discussion. Each student will have to 

give a presentation of maximum 30 minutes based upon on a topic provided by the teacher 

which is closely connected to the theme of the class of that day. The presentation must end 

with one or two discussion points which should lead to a class discussion.  

http://www.smh-hq.org/
http://www.besthistorysites.net/index.php/military-history


  

The presentation is an essential part of the class. The student is therefore only allowed to 

postpone his or her presentation in the rare case of a severe illness and only after approval 

of both tutor and instructor. The student is then only permitted to give his or her 

postponed presentation in the final class of the course. When the student is unable to 

present, he or she will receive an F for his or her participation grade.    

 

The presentation will form the basis of a paper which must be handed in at the end of the 

course. Before the start of the Mid-term break the student will upload the outline and the 

list of sources of the paper to his/her personal dossier on the workspace of this course. The 

penalty for failing this deadline will be a 20% reduction for the final grade of the paper.      

 

The paper is assigned to develop the students’ academic skills towards an advanced level. 

Particular attention will be given to the identification, assessment, and formulation of 

academic questions, the selection and application of analytical tools, the evaluation of 

research results, and the use of clear, coherent writing. Each paper should have a clear 

(academic) question which is answered in a structural matter. The paper should be a 

maximum of 25 pages of text (3.500-5.000 words), double spaced, page-numbered, with a 

title-page, a brief outline of the research subject-matter at the beginning (no more than 50 

words), and a record of sources/bibliography at the end. A minimum of ten different sources 

are required. Internet sources must be of a recognized quality (at the discretion of the 

instructor), and must represent less than 50% of the total source list. Quotes and important 

statements in your text should have a reference to the source. Your paper should be 

handed in at the end of the course (see course schedule) in two ways: as a hard copy in the 

pigeon hole of the teacher at Eleanor and as an upload to the workspace of this course. It is 

not possible to get an extension to hand in the paper at a later date. Every day that the 

paper is late, it loses 20%. If you miss the deadline by five days, this will therefore 

automatically result in an F for the paper. 

 

There are three kinds of presentations (and papers). The first deals with an important 

historical books on (military) strategy. The student will write a (critical) reflection with the 

help of reviews of other scholars. He/she will also describe the influence of the book by 

answering the question if the ideas of the author were still relevant for later periods in 



military history and maybe even for modern warfare. The second kind of presentation is 

about the generalship of famous military commanders in history. The student will analyze 

the performance of the commander on all different levels of warfare and will answer the 

question what made him one of the greatest captains in history. For this assignment the 

writings of the general (if available) should also be used. The last form of presentation deals 

with some of the most famous battles in history. The student will describe the fighting 

according to the New Military History approach; that is from the perspective of the 

individual soldier. With the help of all sorts of ego documents, like diaries, memoires or 

(personal) combat accounts the student will answer the question how the moral of the 

troops were influenced by their treatment, experience and comradeship.   

 

The mid-term and the final exams will be closed-book and consist of ten definition questions 

and four essay questions, which each student will need to answer within a two-hour period.  

 

 

VI. Assessment 

 

Mid-Term Exam      25% 

Final Exam       25% 

Presentation and Class Participation    25%  

  

Essay        25% 

 

 

  



VII. Course schedule  

 

Week Date   Subject  Readings and 

Homework 

Assignments 

(HWA) 

Class presentation  

5 27-01 Introduction  Introduction  

Articles 

 

 27-01 No Class   

6 03-02 Genesis of the Infantry  

600–350 BC 

Chapter 1 

Article 

HWA 1 

Battle of Thermopylae  

480BC 

 03-02 From Phalanx to Legion  

350–250 BC 

Chapter 2 

Article 

- The generalship of 

Alexander the Great  

- Battle of Cannae 216BC 

7 10-02 The Roman Way of War  

250 BC–AD 300 

Chapter 3 

Article 

Vegitius, ‘Concerning 

military matters.’  

 10-02 On Roman Ramparts  

300–1300 

Chapter 4 

Article  

HWA II 

Battle of Arsuf 1191 

8 17-02 New Weapons, New Tactics  

1300–1500 

Chapter 5 

 

Battle of Agincourt 1415 

 17-02 The Gunpowder Revolution  

1300–1500 

Chapter 6 Machiavelli, ‘The art of 

war.’ 

9 24-02 Ships of the Line  

1500–1650 

Chapter 7 The generalship of De 

Ruyter  

 24-02 The Conquest of the Americas 

1500–1650 

Chapter 8 

Article 

Siege of Tenochtitlan 

1521 

 27-02 Dynastic War  

1494–1660 

Chapter 9 

Article 

Battle of Nieuwpoort 

1600  

 27-02 States in Conflict  

1661–1763 

Chapter 10 

HWA III 

The generalship of 

Frederick the Great   

10 02-03 Nations in Arms  

1763–1815 

Chapter 11  - The generalship of 

Napoleon  

 

 02-03 Midterm Exam   

11 09-03 Napoleonic Wars  Article  - Battle of Trafalgar 1805 

- Battle of Waterloo 

1815 

 09-03 The Industrialization of War  
1815–1871 

Chapter 12 
Article  

HWA IV 

Von Clausewitz, ‘On 
war.’ 

12 16-03 Towards World War  

1871–1914  

Chapter 13 

Article 

 

Mahan, ‘The influence   

Seapower upon history, 

1660-1783.’   

 16-03 The West at War  

1914 –1918 

Chapter 14 

HWA V 

 Battle of the Somme 

1916 

13  

 

23-03 Paper Outline  

Spring Break 

  



14 30-03 The World in Conflict  

1919– 1941 

Chapter 15 - Liddell Hart, ‘Strategy: 

the indirect approach.’   

- Battle of France 1940 

 30-03 The World at War  

1941– 1945 

Chapter 16 - Douhet, ‘The command 

of the air.’    

- Battle of Stalingrad 

1942-1943 

15 06-04 Cold War   Article 

 

Kahn, ‘On 

Thermonuclear War.’ 

 06-04 The Post-War World  

1945–2004 

Chapter 17 

Articles 

- Che Guevara, ‘Guerrilla 

warfare.’    

- Gulf War 1991 

16  13-04 No Class. Easter Monday   

17 20-04 War on Terror Articles 

HWA VI 

Kaplan, ‘Hog pilots, blue 

water grunts.’   

  20-04 The Future of Western Warfare  

 

Epilogue 

Articles 

Van Creveld, ‘The 

transformation of war.’ 

18 27-04 No Class. Kings Day   

 29-04 Presentation: The Battle of 

the Scheldt 1944 

Excursion to the Liberation 

Museum in Nieuwdorp 

  

19 04-05 No Class. Commemoration 

of the dead 

  

 07-05 Final Exam    

20 11-05 Postponed Presentations 

Research Paper Due 

Evaluation course  

  

  



VIII. Student learning outcomes 

 

The History Track aims at providing UCR students with the knowledge and skills essential for 

the study and understanding of history, while familiarizing them simultaneously with the 

multidisciplinary (social, economic, political, cultural) character of historical scholarship. The 

track comprises a number of courses which are structured along geographical lines, thus 

also offering the students a combination of global, regional, national, and local approaches to 

history.  

 

The 200-level courses in the History track introduce students to a selection of current 

historiographical debates and teach them how to systematically analyse both primary 

historic sources and secondary literature. The assignments support the student’s learning in 

two main directions: first the critical review of historical questions, arguments, theories, and 

methods used by other scholars and social scientists, secondly the development, fine-tuning, 

and presentation of their own arguments both orally and in writing. 

 

After completing this track students will be able to: 

a) give an overview of the main forces (persons, developments, events, processes) that 

shaped history; 

b) recognize the advantages and limitations of different historical approaches; 

c) understand and situate historical scholarship within major historiographical trends; 

d) analyze primary and secondary historical sources, assumptions, questions, arguments, 

theories, and methods; 

e) recognize that bias shapes all narratives and analyses, and is informed by the author’s 

historical background, as well as his or her personal, socio-political, and/or 

intellectual agenda; 

f) draw on their historical knowledge of continuity and change to understand and 

explain present-day phenomena and developments; 

g) grasp that historical events and processes can often be described and explained in 

various ways due to the use of different sources, methods, and theories; 

h) compare and evaluate the historical structures and developments of different 

countries and regions in the world; 

i) present and discuss both orally and in writing historical information and 

interpretations in an academic manner; 



j) reflect on (the dynamics of) their own preferences, opinions, and interpretations 

with regard to the study of history; 

k) demonstrate a research-based expertise on a select number of topics and skills 

within history.  

 

  



IX. Students 

 

 

AH-HIST 210 MT Exam 

(25%) 

Paper 

(25%) 

F Exam 

(25%) 

Present/Class 

Participation 

(25%)  

F Grade 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

 

 

  



X. Books on Military History and Strategy 

 

Tonio Andrade, The gunpowder age. China, military innovation and the Rise of the West in World 

History (Princeton 2016).  

 

Jens Bartelson, War in International Thought (Cambridge 2017) 

 

Ilya Berkovich. Motivation in War. The Experiences of Common Soldiers in Old-Regime Europe 

(Cambridge 2017).  

 

Jeremy Black, War. A short history (London 2009).  

 

Jeremy Black, War and the Cultural Turn (Cambridge 2012).  

 

Jeremy Black, War and the World. Military Power and the Fate of Continents 1450-2000 (New 

Haven 1998).  

 

Jurgen Brauer and Hubert van Tuyll, Castles, battles and bombs. How economics explains 

military history (Chicago 2008).  

 

Jaap R. Bruijn, The Dutch Navy of the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries (Columbia 1993). 

 

Carl von Clausewitz, On War. (edited and translated by Michael Howard and Peter Paret)  

(Princeton 1984). 

 

Eliot A. Cohen, Supreme command. Soldiers, statesmen and leadership in wartime (New York 

2002).  

 

Christopher Coker, The Warrior Ethos. Military Culture and the War on Terror (London 2007).  

 

Martin van Creveld, The changing face of war. Lessons of combat, from the Marne to Iraq (New 

York 2006). 

 

Martin van Creveld, The Transformation of War (New York 1991). 

 

Guido Douhet, The Command of The Air (New York 1972). 

 

R. Ernest Dupuy and Trevor N. Dupuy, The Harper Encyclopedia of Military History. From 3500 

B.C. to the Present (4th Edition New York 1993).  

 

Trevor N. Dupuy, The evolution of weapons and warfare (New York 1980).  

 

John France, Perilous Glory. The Rise of Western Military Power (New Haven 2011).  

 

Lawrence Freedman, The Future of War. A History (London 2017).  
 

John Lewis Gaddis, On Grand Strategy (New York 2018).  

 

Azar Gat, The Causes of War & the Spread of Peace (Oxford 2017).  

 



Azar Gat, War in Human Civilization (Oxford 2006).  

 

Victor D. Hanson, Why the West has Won. Carnage and Culture from Salamis to Vietnam (New 

York 2001). 

 

Victor D. Hanson, The Western Way of War. Infantry battle in classical Greece (New York 

1989). 

 

Andreas Herberg-Rothe, ‘Theory and practice; the inevitable dialectics. Thinking with and 

beyond Clausewitz’s concept of theory’, in: Militaire Spectator 4 (2015) 160-172.  

 

Beatrice Heuser, The Evolution of Strategy. Thinking War from Antiquity to the Present 

(Cambridge 2010).   

 

Richard Holmes, Acts of War. The behavior of men in battle (London 2003).  

 

Michael Howard (eds.), The Laws of War. Constraints on Warfare in the Western World (New 

Haven 1994).   

 

John Keegan, A History of Warfare (London 1993).  

 

John Keegan, The Face of Battle (London 1976). 

 

John Keegan, The Mask of Command (New York 1987). 

 

John Keegan and Richard Holmes, Soldiers. A History of Men in Battle (New York 1986).  

 

Anthony King, The Combat Soldier. Infantry Tactics and Cohesion in the Twentieth and Twenty-

First Centuries (Oxford 2013).  

 

MacGregor Knox and Williamson Murray (eds.), The Dynamics of Military Revolution 1300-

2050 (Cambridge 2001).  

 

Robert H. Latiff, Future War, preparing for the new Global Battlefield (New York 2017).  

 

Edward N. Luttwak, Strategy. The Logic of War and Peace (Cambridge Mass. 1987).  

 

Wayne E. Lee, Warfare and Culture in World History (New York 2011).  

 

J.A. Lynn, Battle. A history of combat and culture (Boulder 2003).  

 

Alfred T. Mahan, The influence of Seapower upon history, 1660-1783 (5th edition New York 

1987). 

 

Mike Martin, Why we Fight (London 2018).  
 

Sean McFate, The Modern Mercenary (Oxford 2014).   

 

Ian Morris, War. What is it good for? The role of conflict in civilisation, from primates to robots 

(London 2014).  



 

Peter Paret (eds.), Makers of Modern Strategy from Machiavelli to the Nuclear Age (Oxford 

1986).  

 

Geoffrey Parker, The Military Revolution. Military innovations and the rise of the West, 1500-

1800 (Cambridge 1988).  

 

David Parrot, The business of war. Military enterprise and military revolution in Early Modern 

Europe (Cambridge 2012).  

 

Steven Pinker, The Better Angles of our Nature. The decline of violence in History and its causes 

(London 2011).   

 

Paul Seabury and Angelo Codevilla, War. Ends and Means (New York 1989).  

 

Michael Scott, Scapegoats. Thirteen victims of military injustice (London 2013).  

 

M. Shaw, The new Western Way of War (Cambridge 2005). 

 

Emile Simpson, War from the ground up. Twenty-First-Century combat as politics (London 2012).  

 

Hew Strachan, The direction of war. Contemporary strategy in historical perspective (Cambridge 

2013). 

 

Charles Townshed (eds.), The Oxford Illustrated History of Modern War (Oxford 1997).   
 

Dierk Walter, Colonial Violence. European Empires and the use of Force (Oxford 2017).  
 

James Q. Whitman, The verdict of battle. The law of victory and the making of modern war 

(Cambridge 2012).  

 


