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ACCCOMM102 Academic Writing and Presenting  
 
Instructor:  
Office:  
Office hour: 
 
I. Track information: This course is a graduation requirement and does not count towards a 
major track. 
  
II. Course description 
This course must be taken in the student's first year. It aims to develop the skills necessary for 
students to become independent learners, and to support and enhance performance in many 
other courses at UCR.  
 
The focus of the course is on academic writing and presenting. Students are expected to do 
secondary research, critically select and evaluate scholarly sources, learn to cite and reference, 
develop coherent thesis statements, structure information, and use appropriate academic 
language and style. Through constant revision of their own writing, peer reviewing other essays, 
and study of essays in the 100 Great Essays, students will hone their critical thinking skills. 
Presentation skills are developed through an individual Persuasive Speech and a Research 
Presentation. In addition, students participate in group discussions and critically reflect on their 
learning process.  
 
III. Study load  
This course earns students four credits (equivalent to 7.5 ECTS). The class meets twice a week 
for two hours. Preparation time is approximately 10 hours per week.  
 
IV. Course materials: 

1. Required books and literature: 
DiYanni, Robert (ed.). One Hundred Great Essays. Fifth Edition. Penguin Academics  

Series, 2013. 
Hacker, Diana, and Nancy Sommers. A Writer's Reference. Eighth Edition. Bedford/St. 

Martin's, 2015. 
Weston, Anthony. A Rulebook for Arguments. Fifth Edition. Hackett Publishing, 2018. 

2. Students use the Zeeuwse Library and the Utrecht University Library database system. 
3. Supplemental materials will vary by instructor.  

 
V. Course organization and requirements: 
This class generally meets twice a week for two hours in the main classroom assigned to this 
group. At certain points in the semester, students will sign up for individual consultations.  
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Important to understand is that the following rules apply to ACCCOMM102:  
 

1. Students can pass the course only if all assignments have been completed. 
2. All work that is handed in late will be reduced by one letter grade per 24 hours. Late 

submission means any time after the stated deadline. 
3. No work will be accepted more than one week after the deadline. 
4. Attendance is required. Students who miss class should inform the instructor and their tutor 

in writing before class. Skipping class will negatively influence the participation grade; after 
6 absences, students risk automatic failure. At the instructor's discretion, absences for 
whatever reason may have to be compensated by a written assignment.  

5. Students must receive passing grades for the writing (Essay 1, Essay 2 and Portfolio) and 
for the presenting (Persuasive Speech, Research Presentation) parts of the course. 

6. The use of mobile phones and other electronic equipment is strictly forbidden 
without the permission of the instructor. Students breaking this rule will be asked to 
leave the class and they will be marked as absent. 

 
Additional instructions will be posted on Moodle or announced in class. Students are expected to 
consult the Moodle of this course frequently. Essays should be uploaded into Moodle and in hard 
copy (if either is missing by the deadline, this will count as a late submission). Students will upload 
additional homework into Moodle.  
 



4 
 

   

VI. Assessment: 
Distribution of Grades 

 
Item % of 

final 
grade 

Info/criteria 

Active Participation 15% 
 

Attendance  
Appropriate academic attitudes 
Preparation for and contribution to sessions, including class 
discussions and homework 
See below for participation rubric. 

Portfolio 15% Grade will be based on ALL work done during the course. 
Both quality and quantity will be taken into account. 
Instructors may require supplemental materials. Students 
must complete the portfolio. See below for rubric.   

Argumentative Essay 1 15% Approx. 600 words on an assigned topic  
Focused thesis, structure and content, language and style, 
and MLA or APA conventions. 
HARD COPY AND HAND IN TO MOODLE 

Discursive Essay 2 25% Approx. 600 words on an assigned topic  
Focused thesis, structure and content, language and style, 
and MLA or APA conventions. 
HARD COPY AND HAND IN TO MOODLE 

Persuasive Speech 10% Individual speech length determined by instructor 
Topic must be approved by the instructor.  

GE Essay Discussions  20 minutes (in teams) on an essay of choice from the GE 100 
- to be approved by instructor 
Critical thinking, depth of information, originality, and 
audience involvement. 

Research Presentation 20% Presentation length determined by instructor + brief Q&A  
Academic content, organization, delivery, manner, visual aids, 
language, academic conventions. 
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Rubric for Class Participation Grade  
 
A) Always engaged in class. A person receiving an A participation grade turns in assignments 
on time and shows initiative. Student voluntarily contributes to class discussions and those 
contributions are always positive and valuable. They respect others and allow them to contribute. 
  
B)  Engaged in class. People receiving a B participation grade turn in assignments on time and 
although not as active as someone who receives an A, they are still a positive element in the 
class. They are respectful of others' opinions and allow others to contribute. 
  
C) Generally engaged. A person receiving a C participation grade normally turns in assignments 
on time, though they might cite technical problems. They are not leaders but are faithful soldiers. A 
person who receives this grade might be the kind of person who turns in assignments on time and 
is present in class, but active participation is sometimes limited. 
  
D-F) Generally not engaged.  A person receiving a D or F participation grade displays one or 
more behaviors: They are often late or skip class, regularly skip presentations, or turn in 
assignments late. They might complain, or not do the in-class assignments. They might dominate 
the discussion. A person receiving a D or F participation grade is not doing honors level work.  

 
Portfolio 
All homework activities, in-class exercises, essays (including essay plans and drafts), and 
supplemental materials will be uploaded to Moodle throughout the semester. If material is not 
handed in on time, it will be considered not to have been submitted. Individual instructors will 
determine the content and assembly of portfolios. 
 
Rubric for Portfolio Grade  
 
A) Portfolio contains all materials as determined by the instructor. Everything must be submitted; 
everything is uploaded on time, assignments are carefully completed. Reader Responses are 
thorough, thoughtful, and engaged. Portfolios that receive an A grade will demonstrate 
excellence throughout the entire semester. 
 
B) Portfolio contains all materials as determined by the instructor. A very small number of 
assignments may be missing or have been uploaded late. The entries are complete and good, but 
often workman-like, thus missing the finesse, creativity, and total engagement with the material as 
evidenced in an A portfolio.  

 
C) Portfolios that receive a C will be less complete. The vast majority of assignments must, 
however, be submitted and they will still demonstrate that the student has met the basic 
requirements of the course. Tasks have generally been uploaded on time. The quality of the 
entries is sufficient to average. 
 
D) Portfolio is incomplete or otherwise unacceptable. Portfolios in this category do not represent 
honors level work and may share one or more of the following traits: Assignments are missing and 
have generally been uploaded late, entries are superficial, or at times do not meet the minimum 
requirements in terms of length and/or language.  
 
F) Portfolios in this category do not represent honors level work. Many of the entries have been 
submitted late or not at all, or the entries are constantly superficial and significantly less than the 
minimum standards expected. Portfolios in this category show that the student has not put forth 
the needed effort. 
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Essays 
 
The essays written for this course facilitate the type of work required in other courses. For that 
reason, students write one argumentative and one discursive essay. Students adhere to the 
academic conventions regarding style, layout, references, and notes according to the MLA 
(Modern Languages Association) or APA (American Psychological Association) standards (see A 
Writer's Reference, 8th Edition).  

 
First and Second Essay 
The essays are written in stages, with in-class peer reviews. Students are required to discuss their 
essay plan in class and bring a hard copy of the draft essay to class for peer feedback on time. 
They will be given the opportunity to attend a writing consultation with the instructor. Take 
advantage of this unique occasion to improve your writing by being fully prepared. 

The first essay is argumentative, and the second discursive. Both are 600 words in length 
and will deal with an assigned topic. Both essays require use of secondary sources, and proper 
referencing according to the MLA or APA formats. The word count stipulation is exclusive of 
quotations and references. Longer or shorter essays will be refused and students will have to write 
a new essay (with one letter grade docked per day for late submission). 

Instructors grade the essays by pointing out structural, argumentative, linguistic, and 
content errors. An example of the grading rubric used for the essays is included in this syllabus. 
Grades are based on content, structure, language, and style. Final essays must be uploaded 
through Moodle before the start of class and submitted as hard copy during class (see the course 
schedule for due date). If either the electronic or hard copy version is not handed in on time, 
students will incur penalties for late submission. 
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Essay Grading Rubric 
 A B C D – F 

Unity 
(Purpose) 

 Proposition or thesis is 
“surprising” or “risky” 

and responds to 
assignment clearly. 

 Essay's purpose is 
clear, shows strong plan 
of development and 
originality. 

 All material on target 
in support of thesis. 

Makes one point and 
sticks to it. 

 Thesis responds to 
assignment clearly and 

reflects author's 
purpose. 

 Essay's purpose is clear. 

 Good sense of material 
in support of the thesis. 

 Thesis could respond to 

assignment and reflect 
author's purpose more 
clearly. 

 Essay's purpose is 
somewhat clear. 

 Falters at times in hitting 
the target in support of 
thesis, but does manage 
to stick to a point. 

 Thesis does not 
respond to 
assignment or reflect 
author's purpose 
clearly. 

 Essay's purpose is 
unclear. 

 Off target, unclear. 
Not sure what point 
is. 

Support: Do 
you back up 
your points? 

 Plan of development 
supported through 
specific evidence and 
sound, thorough 
reasoning.  

 Topic sentence 
consistently identifies 
paragraph's content. 

 Strong, vivid specifics 
that support the topic 
sentence. 

 Clear evidence of 
research to back up 
your points is evident 
throughout. 

 Academic tone is highly 
nuanced, objective, and 
non-emotional.  

 Plan of development is 
supported with a good 
amount of evidence 
and sound reasoning. 

 Topic sentences reflect 
paragraph content but 
not totally on target. 

 Specific are there but 
not as strong or vivid as 
they could be. 

 Evidence of research to 
support points. 

 Academic tone is 
objective and non-
emotional. 

 Plan of development is 
supported with some 
evidence and 
reasoning. 

 Topic sentences do not 
consistently reflect 
paragraph content. 

 Specifics are somewhat 
unclear and a bit 
ineffective. 

 Some research is used 
to support points, but not 
always pertinent or clear 
as to the connection. 

 The essay's subjectivity 
sometimes comes 
through. Some points are 
supported with an 
emotional bent.  

 Claims and ideas are 
underdeveloped 
and unsupported.  

 Topic sentences 
unclear or non-
existent. 

 Specifics are unclear 
and ineffective. 

 Mostly opinion with 
little or no evidence 
of research used to 
support points. 

 Academic tone is 
more subjective than 
objective.  

Coherence:  
Organized and 
connected 

 Overall message of 
paragraphs is logical 
and purposeful with a 

clear method of 
organization. 

 Quotes and 
paraphrasing are 
synthesized well with 

text. 

 Transitions and 
connecting words used 
to tie material together. 
Good sense of flow. 

 Overall message of 
paragraphs is mostly 
logical and purposeful 

yet organized. 

 Quotes and 
paraphrasing are 
synthesized fairly well 

with text. 

 Transitions indicate 
relationships between 
paragraphs. OK sense 
of flow. 

 Overall message of 
paragraphs is 
sometimes illogical with 

basic organization. 

 Quotes and 
paraphrasing are 

somewhat synthesized 
into text, but sometimes 
at random. 

 Transitions sometimes 
do not indicate 
relationships between 
paragraphs. No sense of 
flow. 

 Overall message of 
paragraphs is 
inadequate. 

 Little to no quotes 
or paraphrasing, or 
quotes are not 
synthesized into 
text, or are 
irrelevant. 

 Transitions fail to 
indicate relationships 
between paragraphs. 

Sentence 
skills/ revision 
process. 

 The essay is free from 
grammatical or 
mechanical errors. 

 Word choice is 
specific, purposeful, 
dynamic, and varied 

throughout essay. 

 Sentences are clear, 
active (Subject – Verb – 
Object), and to the point. 

 All steps in writing 
process completed by 
deadlines (outline, peer 
reviews, revisions, etc.) 

 Grammatical or 
mechanical errors exist, 
but not enough to 
distract from reading. 

 Word choice is 
specific and 
purposeful, and 

somewhat varied 
throughout essay. 

 Sentences are mostly 
clear, active (SVO), and 
to the point. 

 Steps in the writing 
process completed by 
deadlines (outline, peer 
reviews, revisions, etc.) 

 Grammatical or 
mechanical errors 
distract somewhat from 
reading. 

 Word choice is often 
unspecific, generic, 
redundant, and clichéd.  

 Sentences are somewhat 
unclear; excessive use of 
passive voice. 

 All steps in the writing 
process are evident, but 
not complete by 
deadlines. 

 Paper is full of 
grammatical and 
mechanical errors. 

 Word choice is 

excessively 
redundant, clichéd, 
and unspecific. 

 Sentences are often 
awkwardly 
constructed and 
unclear. 

 Deadlines not met in 
some or all steps of 
the process, some of 
which are missing, 
late, or incomplete. 

APA/MLA  Conforms to APA/MLA 

rules for formatting and 
citation of sources 
perfectly. 

 Conforms to APA/MLA 

rules for formatting and 
citation of sources with 
minor exceptions. 

 Conforms to APA/MLA 

rules for formatting and 
citation of sources with 
several, somewhat 
major, exceptions. 

 Often fails to 
conform to 
APA/MLA rules for 

formatting and 
citation of sources. 
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Presentations 
 

A. The Persuasive Speech  
The Persuasive Speech is short (length determined by instructor), focuses on argument and 
reasoning, and should be designed to persuade the audience for or against an issue. Students are 
expected to advance claims and support them with evidence and reasoning. Instructors may 
require a list of sources in the electronic portfolio.  
 
B. The Research Presentation 
The Research Presentation is longer than the persuasive speech (length determined by 
instructor), and is followed by a brief Q&A period. The topic for the Research Presentation must be 
approved by the instructor. The same assessment form to grade the Persuasive Speech will be 
used. Students are expected to show that they have conducted serious scholarly research. 
Instructors may require a list of sources in the electronic portfolio. 
 
C. Student-led discussion of essay from the 100 GE 
Groups of students will present the content of an essay from the 100 Great Essays, and will lead a 
20-minute class discussion and in-class activity. The choice of essay will be indicated far before 
the discussion takes place. Students leading the discussion prepare questions to guide the class 
in its discussion. They are expected to do research on the essay and its topic/theme, find relevant 
critics, and prepare responses to possible audience criticisms. Be as creative in the presentation 
as you like. Avoid the superficial and engage the deeper questions the text provokes. There is no 
separate grade for this assignment, but it is taken into account when assessing the student's 
Active Participation grade. All students in the class are expected to have read the essay being 
discussed and submit a Reader Response (for portfolio) before the class.  
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Presentations Evaluation Form University College Roosevelt - ACCCOMM102 
 
Presenter: __________________________________________________________ 
 
Title: ________________________________       Date: _____________________    
                                                              Grade: ________ 
 

 Fail 
 
 

Weak 
 
 

Satisfactory 
 
 

Good/  
Very Good 
 

Excellent 
 
 

I n t r o d u c t i o n      

Gained attention and interest/related to audience      

Introduced topic clearly      

Thesis Statement is explicit      
Previewed body      

Established credibility      

      

B o d y      

Main points clear      

Illustrative examples for main points      

      

C o n c l u s i o n      

Reinforced central idea      

Vivid ending      

      
Overall Structure, incl. signaling language      

      

D e l i v e r y      

Body language      

Maintained eye contact      

Tempo      

Volume      

Rhetoric (rhetorical Qs, tripling & techniques)      

Used voice effectively/ expressiveness      

      

L a n g u a g e      

Vocabulary      

Pronunciation      

Accuracy and fluency      

      

      

Visuals – number/use       

Within time limit      

Topic challenging      

      

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS:      
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VII. Course schedule  
A provisional course schedule for the course will be provided separately, and will vary by 
instructor. Students have the responsibility to ensure they have the most up-to-date 
schedule, which will be made available to students on Moodle. The lecturer may, at any time, 
announce changes to the course schedule. Students will also be given additional homework 
throughout the semester.  This information will be announced in class or provided by written or 
email notice.  
 
The standards and requirements set forth in the syllabus may be modified at any time by 
the instructor. Notification of such changes will be by announcement in class (or by written 
or email notice). 
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VIII. Learning Outcomes 
 

Period Activities Student is able to: 

Week 1-3: Doing research Locate academically relevant online and 
library sources 

 Bibliography for argumentative essay Compose a relevant bibliography in line 
with the MLA or APA style manual 

 Citations and plagiarism Determine when and how to cite sources 

 Summary writing, paraphrasing, synthesis  Determine how to incorporate source 
material in a text  

 Basic thesis statements Formulate a claim worthy of discussion 

 Vocabulary development Improve academic vocabulary based on 
contact and 100 GE materials 

 100 GE discussions and reader 
responses 

Read and critically write on academically 
relevant topics 

 100 GE discussions Work in teams, delegate tasks, put 
forward a compelling presentation 

 Remedial grammar work (if needed) Independently utilize materials at ZB 

   

Week 4-8: Argumentative Essay writing   Argue a topic in a straightforward manner 
using a basic thesis 

 Persuasive Speeches Give a speech, provide and receive 
constructive feedback 

 Vocabulary development Improve academic vocabulary based on 
contact and 100 GE materials 

 100 GE discussions Work in teams, delegate tasks, put 
forward a compelling presentation 

 100 GE discussions and reader 
responses 

Read and critically write on academically 
relevant topics 

  Remedial grammar work (if needed) Independently utilize materials at ZB 

   

Week 9-12: Thesis statements and essays  Formulate an academic thesis and 
functionally apply it in an essay 

 100 GE discussions and reader 
responses 

Read and critically write on academically 
relevant topics 

 100 GE discussions Work in teams, delegate tasks, put 
forward a compelling presentation 

 Vocabulary development, conciseness, 
flow, bias in language use 

Improve academic vocabulary and 
language use based on contact and active 
practice 

 Discursive Essay Apply research, vocabulary, and critical 
thinking skills to produce a discursive 
thesis-driven essay. 

   

Week 13-15: Research Presentations Present final paper in an academic 
context 

 


