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SSCRMET202 

Qualitative Research Methods: Theory & Practice  

Fall 2019 

 

Instructor: dr. Snežana Stupar-Rutenfrans 

Email: s.stupar@ucr.nl 

Tel: +31 (0)118 655 542 

Office no. & location: E0.05 

 

I. Track information 

a) Prerequisites for this course: 

 ACCRMET110 - Methods & Statistics I 

b) This course serves as prerequisite for: - 

c) Other courses which are relevant to this course – e.g. as part of a minor: - 

 

For further information about the track, please see the track document available on the 

UCR intranet. 

 

II. Course description 

 

This course introduces students to the theory and skills required to conduct qualitative 

research or naturalistic inquiry. Qualitative research takes the social world to be one that 

needs to be interpreted by the researcher in order to explain its meaning(s). Social reality 

is considered to be constructed and produced through interpretation, and can therefore 

take on different meanings for different people. This process is an extension of what 

people do every day: they try to make sense of the actions and words of other people 

based on their own experiences and perspective on the world. The theoretical 

underpinnings introduced in this course require an attitude shift from the student in 

regard to their perspective on what is suitable to be researched, and how it can be known. 

 Qualitative research is aimed at "helping to understand the world around us better" 

(Beuvink & De Vries, 2015) by looking into the viewpoints of specific people in society in 

their specific contexts. This requires a distinct theoretical framework and research skills 

that acknowledges the constructed and multivalent nature of social reality. The two-fold 

structure of this course addresses both the theoretical underpinnings and research 

attitude that is required, as well as strategies to go about seemingly simple tasks such as 

collecting and analyzing materials. All of these aspects influence the course and outcome 

of the research, making it a highly personal project. This is why this course puts great 

emphasis on reflexivity by the researcher her/himself, and requires them to question and 

evaluate their interpretation of the research findings. 
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 This course provides students with qualitative research tools that can be applied in 

a variety of academic and professional situations. Attention is given to the initial design 

and setup, to different stages in the research process itself including data-analysis and 

interpretation of data, and to writing up and presenting one's findings to an audience. By 

focusing on the description, analysis and understanding, and explanation of other people's 

actions and words, we try to come closer to making sense of what other people consider 

to be 'real' about this world. 

 

III. Study Load  

This course earns students four credits (equivalent to 7.5 ECTS). The class meets twice a 

week for two hours. Preparation time is approximately 10 hours per week.   

 

IV. Course materials 

a) Required books and literature 

 Beuving, Joost / Vries, Geert de (2014). Doing Qualitative Research - the Craft of 

Naturalistic Inquiry. Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press. ISBN: 

9789089647658  

 Brinkmann, Svend & Kvale, Steinar (2015). InterViews (3rd Revised Edition). 

London: Sage Publications Ltd. / ISBN10:1452275726, ISBN13: 9781452275727 

 Hacker, Diana and Sommers, Nancy (2016). A Writer's Reference - eighth edition. 

Boston/New York: Bedford/St. Martin's. 

Reader articles Part I: 

 Bengtsson, M. (2016). How to plan and perform a qualitative study using 

content analysis. Nursing Plus Open, 2, 8-14.  

 Braun, V. and Clarke, V. (2013). Preparing audio data for analysis: transcription. 

In Successful Qualitative Research, pp.161-172. London: Sage Publications Ltd. 

 Glaw, X. et. al. (2017). Visual methodologies in qualitative research: 

Autophotography and photo elicitation applied to mental health research. 

International Journal of Qualitative Methods, 16, 1–8.  

 Guest, G., Bunce, A., & Johnson, L. (2006). How Many Interviews Are Enough? 

An Experiment with Data Saturation and Variability. Field Methods, 18, 59-82.  

 Malterud, K. (2012). Systematic text condensation: A strategy for qualitative 

analysis. Scandinavian Journal of Public Health, 40, 795-805.  

 Mason, Jennifer (2002). Qualitative Researching, pp.13-23 (chapter 1). London: 

SAGE Publications Ltd.   

 Pohl, P. et al. (2015). Fall risk awareness and safety precautions taken by older 

community – Dwelling women and men — A qualitative study using focus 

group discussions. PLoSONE, 10, e0119630. 
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 Procter, I. & Padfield, M. (1998). The effect of the interview on the interviewee, 

International Journal of Social Research Methodology, 2, 123-136.  

doi:10.1080/13645579.1998.10846868 

 Silverman, David (2006). Chapter 7: Visual images. In Interpreting Qualitative 

Data - third edition. London: SAGE Publications Ltd. 

 Sutton, J., & Austin, Z. (2015). Qualitative research: Data collection, analysis, and 

management. Canadian Journal of Hospital Pharmacy, 68, 226-231. 

 

Additional articles/sources will be introduced during the course.  

 

Reader articles Part II: 

 Akbari, R. et. al. (2017). A qualitative study of EFL teachers' emotion regulation 

behavior in the classroom. Theory and Practice in Language Studies, 7, 311-321. 

 Bornat, J. (2012). Oral history and qualitative research. Timescapes Methods 

Guides Series, 12.  

 Brettell, C. C. (1992). Archives and Informants. (Chapter 12 from Historical 

Methods).  

 Buckley, R. C. (2016). Qualitative analysis of emotions: Fear and Thrill. Frontiers 

in Psychology, 7, 1187.  

 Dongre, A. R., & Sankaran, R. (2016). Ethical issues in qualitative research: 

Challenges and options. International Journal of Medical Science and Public 

Health, 5, 1187-1194. 

 Earthy, S. & Cronin, A. Narrative Analysis. Chapter in N. Gilbert (ed) (2008) 

Researching Social Life, 3rd Edition, London: Sage. 

 Firouzkouhi, M., & Zargham-Boroujeni, A. (2015). Data analysis in oral history: A 

new approach in historical research. Iranian Journal of Nursing and Midwifery 

Research, 20, 161–164. 

 Hill, M. R. (1993). Archival Sedimentation. In: Archival Strategies and Techniques, 

p.8-20. London: Sage. 

 Mason, J. (2002). Qualitative Researching, pp.13-23 (chapter 9). London: SAGE 

Publications Ltd.  

 Palinkas, L. A. et al. (2012). Purposeful sampling for qualitative data collection 

and analysis in mixed method implementation research. Administration in 

Policy and Mental Health, 42, 533-544.  

 Raleigh Yow, V. (1994). Varieties of Oral History Projects: Biography. In: 

Recording Oral History: A Practical Guide for Social Scientists. London: Sage 

(pp.167-188). 
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 Roche, M. (2016). Historical Research and Archival Sources. In: Qualitative 

Research Methods in Human Geography. 4th ed. Edited by Iain Hay, 225–245. 

New York: Oxford University Press.  

 Roulston, K. (2010). Considering quality in qualitative interviewing. Qualitative 

Research, 10, 199-228.  

 Sanjari, M. et al. (2014). Ethical challenges of researchers in qualitative studies: 

the necessity to develop a specific guideline. Journal of Medical Ethics and 

History of Medicine, 7, 1-6.  

 Vogt, W. P., Gardner, D. C. and Haeffele, L. M. (2012). When to Use Archival 

Designs Literature Reviews and Secondary Data Analyses. In: When to Use What 

Research Design. Guilford Publications. 

 Wienke, B., & Jekauc, D. (2016). A qualitative analysis of emotional facilitators in 

exercise. Frontiers in Psychology, 7, 1296. 

 

Additional articles/sources will be introduced during the course.  

 

b) Recommended literature  

 

Janesick, V. J. (2010). Oral History for the Qualitative Researcher: Choreographing the 

Story. New-York: Guilford Press 

 

Additional articles/sources will be introduced during the course. For advice on literature 

and articles relating to a specific topic, please contact the instructor. 

 

c) Note on qualitative research software 

 Students can obtain the qualitative software package QSR NVIVO through the 

University of Utrecht for free at http://students.uu.nl/en/free-software. You are 

encouraged to try out this software to organize and analyze your project data. For 

problems with NVIVO-software installation, please contact the Service 

Desk/instructor timely.  

 

NOTE on acquiring sources 

Students are responsible for acquiring all assigned reading individually. Most of the 

course’s assigned journal articles are available through the site of Utrecht University’s 

library website for searching literature 

(http://www.uu.nl/university/library/EN/Pages/searching_for_literature.aspx). Book 

chapters and articles are available through the Zeeuwse Bibilotheek and/or other libraries. 

In accessing readings, students should also make use of Picarta’s inter-library loans system 

and other online services (e.g. Google Books). As an expansion of their access to academic 

http://www.uu.nl/university/library/EN/Pages/searching_for_literature.aspx
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and professional literature, students are strongly advised to consider membership of the 

Royal Library / Koninklijke Bibliotheek Ebook Library (student rate €7,50/year), which gives 

access to over 400.000 scientific e-books and magazines that can be 

borrowed/downloaded and read on computers, smartphones and tablets. More 

information can be obtained from the KB website1 or by contacting the instructor2. 

 

d) Other materials 

Students need to obtain a recording device or app and become familiar with its 

use before the assignments. 

 

V. Course organization and requirements 

1. General format of class meetings 

 Class will consist of two-hour sessions which include lectures, audiovisual 

materials, student-led discussion, assignments and other group 

discussion/work. 

 

2. What is expected of students? 

 Students are expected to read in preparation for each meeting and to 

participate fully in all discussions. Students are required to complete (writing) 

exercises and prepare one student-led discussion session in cooperation with 

colleagues.  

 Students are expected to bring the course book(s) to class as this allows the 

students to participate actively in class by discussing reading materials and 

questions. 

 Cell phones are not allowed in class. 

 In the classroom, English is to be spoken. 

 

3. Rules for missing classes and deadlines 

 Rules for absence follow the Student Handbook. If a student is unable to attend 

class, he or she must inform the course instructor by sending an email in 

advance of the reason for the absence. The course instructor will deduct from 

the participation grade for repeated absence from class. 

 A student who is absent from a course for more than 6 class sessions of that 

course will receive a fail grade, as stipulated in the academic rules and 

procedures. If the student is forced to miss too many classes, s/he can apply to 

the Board of Studies for a withdrawal from the course. 

                                                 
1 https://www.kb.nl/en/services/membership 
2 This information can also be found on the ZB website at the following URL (in Dutch): http://www.dezb.nl/collecties/digitale-
bibliotheek/koninklijke-bibliotheek.html 
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 Plagiarism (i.e. presenting the ideas and words of another without crediting 

the source, and thus passing off others’ work as your own) is an extremely 

serious violation of the academic code of conduct. Students will fail the course 

if caught plagiarizing. When in doubt, please consult the instructor or a member 

of the faculty. 

 Deadlines: All assignments (including research reports, student-led 

discussions, class exercises and home tasks) need to be handed in according to 

official deadlines described in the section VII Course schedule or as determined 

by the instructor in the class and in the written description of assignments. If 

an assignment is handed in late, it will be downgraded as follows: 

- 1 minute - 1 day too late: subtract 20% 

- 1 - 2 days too late: subtract 30%  

- 2 - 3 days too late: subtract 40% 

- more than 3 days late: subtract 50%  

- more than 7 days late: ‘F’ grade. 

All assignments have to be handed in by students on respective deadlines 

online in Moodle. If the teacher is uncertain if grade average gives an adequate 

representation of the ability of a student, the student has to take an oral 

examination in week 15. In the latter case the final grade will be adjusted 

depending on the performance. 

 

[IMPORTANT] Not handing in an assignment (i.e., not sending the instructor 

any document at all related to the assignment) has the result that students 

cannot receive a final grade for the course. 

 

 Completion and handing in of all assignments and exams is required for 

passing this course. 

 

4. Procedures for communication and use of Moodle 

 Moodle is the official mode of communication, deliver all your work using it. 

You will find notes about any aspect of class organization there.  

 Course announcements and all other materials will be distributed via the 

Moodle. Students are expected to check regularly for new information/materials. 

Any alteration or adjustment of course regulations, deadlines, or reading 

materials discussed in class will also be communicated through the Moodle and 

in class. 

 Assignments should be submitted via the appropriate Moodle activity. 

Submitted documents are checked for plagiarism through Urkund by instructor. 

Late submission due to technical problems is the responsibility of the student. 
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NOTE: 

This course is subject to UCR academic rules and procedures. Students (and instructors) 

are required to know and follow these rules and procedures. 

 

VI. Assessment 

Evaluation of students will be based on the following assessments: 

 Participation3  => 5% of total course grade: active class attendance 10%, class 

exercises 45% and home-tasks 45%  

 Student-led discussion => 10% of total course grade 

 Midterm examination => 20% of total course grade 

 Research assignments, consisting of 

Assignment I: 

I-1. Open interview: transcript/summary => pass/no pass 

I-2. Open interview: analysis/evaluation => 20% of total course grade 

Assignment II:  

II-1. Research proposal => 20% of total course grade 

II-2. Introduction and Methods (including Interview guide) => pass/no pass 

II-3. Final research report => 20% of total course grade 

II-4. Research project presentation => 5% of total course grade 

 Individual versus group work: Participation, mid-term examinations and I-2 

assignment will be graded on an individual base while student-led discussions, I-1, 

II-1, II-2, II-3 and II-4 assignments will be graded group wise (1 group grade per 

assignment). For all research assignments and student-led discussions students are 

obliged to work in groups of 2-3 students (maximum 3 students with exception of 4 

in case of uneven number of students in class). In order to prevent free-riding in 

group work, students are obliged to submit with every assignment an elaborated 

logbook of their activities. If the instructor concludes that students are not equally 

involved in the performance of an assignment, the instructor can reduce the 

assignment grade for students in the group.  

                                                 
3 Class participation (preparation, active presence and participation in discussions and activities) is graded as follows:  

A-level grade: Always engaged in class. A student who receives an A for their participation grade turns in assignments on time and 
shows initiative. People in this category voluntarily contribute to class discussions and those contributions are always positive and valuable. 
They are respectful of others’ opinions. The student has no more than 3 absences with good reason. 
 B-level grade: Engaged in class. A student who receives a B as a participation grade turns in assignments on time and although they 
may not be as active as people who receive an A, they are still a positive presence in class. They show potential and are respectful of others’ 
opinions. The student has no more than 4 absences with good reason. 
 C-level grade: Generally engaged in class. A student who receives a C as a participation grade might be the kind of person who 
mostly turns in assignments on time and is present in class, but their active involvement is sometimes limited. No more than 5 absences. 
 D - F-level grade: Generally not engaged in class. A student who receives a D/F as a participation grade regularly turns in assignments 
late and is not engaged in class. If a student misses more than 6 classes this will automatically result in an F for the whole course. 
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 The project work: In the second part of the course (after the spring break), students 

will conduct the research project that includes developing research proposal and 

interview guide, collecting (interviews) and analyzing data, and writing a research 

report. Instructor will provide descriptions of a few (international) ongoing projects 

in collaboration with external parties (universities and institutions from the 

Netherlands and abroad). Students can choose their own topic but they are especially 

encouraged to take up research topics provided by instructor in order to guarantee 

the quality and the continuity of the content-wise supervision.  

 All reports will be assessed for content, structure, use of sources as well as for writing 

style / format. Papers are submitted anonymously and only student numbers need 

to be reported. Guidelines for the different report formats are discussed in class and 

assignment documents are uploaded to Moodle. Assessment forms are provided in 

advance together with the assignment descriptions for the student's reference. 

Assignments I-1 & II-2 will not get separate grades; the instructor merely grades 

them with fail / pass. The instructor only checks whether ‘everything is there’. The 

‘pass’ means only that you can continue to work on your project, and as such, it 

cannot be seen as an indicator of the grade of Assignments I-2 and/or II-3. Failing to 

turn in assignments I-1 and / or II-2 has the same consequences as failing other 

assignments: an obligatory exam at the end of term. 

 The midterm examination is in-class, (closed-book) multiple-choice questions 

format regarding the reading materials, lectures and student-led discussions.  

 Student-led discussion of reading materials: Students are required to prepare in 

groups of 2-3 members a brief interactive exercise/discussion session of 

approximately 30 minutes that focuses on understanding the readings and week 

themes, and questions / explores / expands / practices / applies the knowledge and 

concepts provided in the course. Students should limit summarizing the 

literature/key concepts to a minimum as the goal is to stimulate class discussion by 

providing reading questions and by expanding on key concepts from the reading 

materials assuming that everyone did homework. Students are expected to make the 

discussion as attractive and interactive as possible by using interactive methods, such 

as class exercises, quizzes, videos and handouts. The student-led sessions may take 

any format, but must a) be relevant to the course, b) add to / deepen understanding 

of the course content, and c) be interactive and engaging for other students. Students, 

who provide the student-led discussion have to upload the power-point (or similar 

type of) file before the student-led discussion takes place in Moodle. 

 Research project presentation: During one (research symposium) meeting, research 

project groups have to present their research projects. Presentations can be given 

using Power Point; a projector will be available. Each presentation should last 

maximum 10 minutes (we’ll use stopwatch) including interactive part of it and should 
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have strict scientific structure (Introduction, Methods, Results and Discussion, 

Conclusion). The purpose of presentation is to (a) give the audience a sense of what 

your idea/work is, (b) make them want to read your paper and (c) get feedback on 

your work so that you can integrate it in your final research paper. Students, who give 

the presentation have to upload the power-point file before the presentation in 

Moodle.  
 

VII. Course schedule  

 
Time Topic of the week  Meeting content Course material used Assignments and assessment 

Week 1   
 
 

Course introduction 
 

Introduction to 
qualitative research  

 
 
 

Meeting 1: 
Course introduction 

 
Introduction to qualitative 

research I 

 BV 1 

 KB 1* 

 Procter/Padfield 

 Sutton/Austin 
 
* BV = Beuving/De Vries, KB = 
Kvale/Brinkmann 

Home task: Qualitative research 
article 

Meeting 2:  
Introduction to qualitative 

research II  

 BV 1 

 KB 1* 

 Procter/Padfield 

 Sutton/Austin 
 

Hand in Home task Qualitative 
research article before the class 
(4.00pm) in Moodle  
Bring notes and questions regarding 
home task 

Week 2  
 

 
Key aspects of 

qualitative 
research/methods 

 
Presentations, 

discussion, exercises 

Meeting 1:  
Student-led discussion 1 

 

 BV 2 

 KB 2+3+4  

 Mason (Ch1) 
 

Home task: Preliminary interview 
exercise  

Meeting 2:  
Presentation (instructor) 

 ‘Interview in class’ exercise   

 Hand in Home-task Preliminary 
interview exercise before the class 
(4.00pm) in Moodle 
Start assignment I-1. Open interview: 
transcript/summary 

Week 3  
 
 

 
Methods: Interviewing 

(including transcription) 
 

Presentations, 
discussion, exercises 

Meeting 1:  
Student-led discussion 2 

 

 BV 4 

 KB 5+7+10 

 Braun/Clarke 

Continue assignment I-1. Open 
interview: transcript/summary 

Meeting 2:  
Presentation (instructor) and 

continuation of class exercises 

 Continue assignment I-1. Open 
interview: transcript/summary 
Bring notes and questions regarding 
the I-1. Open interview: 
transcript/summary 

Week 4  
 

 
Methods: documents / 

visual data 
 

Social networks 
 

(Participant) observation 
 

Presentations, 
discussion, exercises 

Meeting 1:  
Student-led discussion 3 

 

 BV 5+6 

 Silverman 

 Bengtsson 

 Glaw et al.  
 
Note: the main focus of discussion 
should be on articles  

Hand in I-1. Open interview: 
transcript/summary before the class 
(4.00pm) in Moodle 
Home task: Participant observation 
Explore + Start assignment I-2. Open 
interview: analysis/evaluation  
 

Meeting 2:  
Participant observation 

 BV 3 
 

Hand in Participant observation 
before the class (4.00pm) in Moodle  
Continue working on assignment I-2. 
Open interview: analysis/evaluation 

Week 5  
 

 
Interview analysis 

 
 

Meeting 1:  
Student-led discussion 4 

 

 BV 7 

 KB 11+12+13 

 Malterud 

 Pohl et. al.  

Bring your transcripts from Open 
Interviews 
Continue working on assignment I-2. 
Open interview: analysis/evaluation 
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Presentations, 
discussion, exercises Meeting 2: 

Interview analysis Q&A  
(+work in class)  

 Bring your (preliminary) analyses of 
transcripts from Open Interviews 
Hand in Open Interview report I-2 
after the class (23.59pm) in Moodle 

Week 6  
 
 

 
Designing research 

 
Presentations, 

discussion, exercises  
 

Revision for midterm 
examination 

Meeting 1:  
Student-led discussion 5 

 BV 8 

 KB 6+8 

 Guest/Bunce/Johnson 

 Palinkas et al.  

Revise reading materials of Part I of 
the course 

Meeting 2:  
Revision 

 Revise reading materials of Part I of 
the course 

Week 7  
 
 
 

 
Midterm examination  

 
Mid-term evaluation 

 
Kick-off meeting with 

Instructor of the 
research projects/topics  

Explanation Research 
Project 

 

Meeting 1: 
Midterm exam 

Mid-term evaluation  

All mandatory literature (book chapters 
and papers) including ppt’s, exercises 
and home-tasks.  

Revise reading materials of Part I of 
the course 

Meeting 2:  
Kick-Off Project Meeting  

Explanation Research Project 
and Assignments/Grading  

  

Read all materials in Moodle related to 
Assignment II and project work.  

Home tasks: Think and discuss with 
your project group about a research 
topic/approach/planning. Review 
project description in Moodle and 
think about the topic of your research 
proposal and methods that you will 
apply (sample, sampling, etc).  
Sign-in for project work 
Start working on your II-1. Research 
proposal 

FALL BREAK 

October 14, 2019 - October 20, 2019 

No classes. 

Week 8 
 

 
Mid-term exam Review 
Research proposal tips 

Project work 
 
 
 

Project meetings 

Meeting 1: 
Mid-term exam Review 
Research proposal tips 

Working on II-1. Research 
proposal Q&A (in the class) 

 Continue working on your II-1. 
Research proposal 

Meeting 2:  
Project-Meetings   

(sign up via Moodle) 

 
Meetings per group with the instructor 
Prepare questions related to research 
proposals, project, data-collection etc.  
 

Continue on your II-1. Research 
proposal 

Week 9  
Project meetings 

 
 
 
  

Meeting 1: 
Project meetings  

(sign up via Moodle) 
 

Students bring research proposal final 
versions and prepare final questions for 
instructor. 

Bring II-1. Research proposal in class.  
Hand in II-1. Research proposal after 
the class (23.59pm) in Moodle 

Meeting 2:  

Moderation day 

No classes => Instead, consultations with instructor 
 

Home task: Writing an invitation 
email  
Start II-2. Introduction and Methods 
(including Interview guide) 

Week 10 Archives/sources 
Assessing your sources 

 
Narrative structure 
Interview Quality  

 
Discussion Assignment 
II-2. Introduction and 

Methods 
 

Presentations and 
discussion  

 

Meeting 1: 
Student-led discussion 6 

 
 
 

 Vogt/Gardner/Haeffele 

 Roche  

 Brettell  

 Hill  
 

Read instructions related to II-2. 
Introduction and Methods 

Hand in home task Invitation email 
before the class (4.00pm) in Moodle 
Home task: Create an 
operationalization scheme for your 
interview 
Continue II-2. Introduction and 
Methods (including Interview guide) 

Meeting 2:  
Student-led discussion 7 

 Chanfrault-Duchet 

 Earthy/Cronin 

 KB 9 

 Roulston 
 

Hand in home task Operationalization 
scheme before the class (4.00pm) in 
Moodle 
Organize data-collection (interviews) 
Continue II-2. Introduction and 
Methods (including Interview guide) 

Week 11 Oral history, 
Presentations, 

discussion  

Meeting 1:  
Student-led discussion 8 

 Firouzkouhi/Zargham-Boroujeni 

 Raleigh Yow 

 Bornat  

Hand in II-2. Introduction and 
Methods (including Interview guide) 
before the class (4.00pm) in Moodle 
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NVIVO Workshop I: 
Introduction 

 
 

 https://www.bl.uk/collection-
guides/oral-histories-of-education 
choose one example of oral 
history => demonstration of what 
is it  

Start data-collection (interviews) 
Start II-3. Final research report 

Meeting 2:  
NVIVO Workshop I 

Install NVivo.  
 
Read materials in Moodle regarding 
NVivo use. 

Bring preliminary data from 
interviews for your research project in 
NVIVO 
Continue data-collection (interviews) 
Continue II-3. Final research report 

Week 12 
 

 
Project meetings 

 
NVIVO Workshop II: 
Work with your own 

data  

Meeting 1:  
Project meetings  

(sign up via Moodle)  

Meetings per group with the instructor 
Continue data-collection (interviews) 
Continue II-3. Final research report) 

Meeting 2:  
NVIVO Workshop II 

 Bring preliminary data analysis from 
interviews for your research project in 
NVIVO 

Week 13  
Writing up research 

 
Revision meeting  Meeting 1:  

Student-led discussion 9  

 Mason (Ch9) 

 KB 16 

 Few examples of how to write-up 
qualitative research; please 
discuss differences/similarities: 

o Wienke/Jekauc  
o Akbari et al.  
o Buckley  

Continue data-collection (interviews) 
Continue II-3. Final research report) 

Meeting 2: 
Revision meeting  

 
Continue data-collection (interviews) 
Continue II-3. Final research report) 

Week 14   
Construction of reality 

Ethical challenges  
 

Final research report 
Final Instructions  

 
Peer review session 

 
 
 
 

Meeting 1:  
Student-led discussion 10 

 BV Epilogue  

 KB 15+17 

 Sanjari et al.  

 Dongre/Sankaran 
 

Continue data-collection (interviews) 
Continue II-3. Final research report) 
Start II-4. Research project 
presentation 

Meeting 2:  
Final research report 
Peer review session  

During the class, students exchange 
final research reports and provide 
written feedback based on description 
of assignment and grading criteria 
(rubrics). In addition, each group grades 
other’s group work by using the grading 
rubrics.  

Bring in class your Preliminary II-3 
Final Research Report  
Continue working on II-4. Research 
project presentation 
 
 
 

Week 15 
 

 
Final research project 

presentations 
 

Course Evaluation 
 

Meeting 1:  
Final research project  
Research Symposium  

Individual appointments for 
(oral) exam. 

 Hand in ppt of your presentation in 
Moodle before the class (4.00pm) 
Bring the digital dossier of your 
research.  
Submit Final Research Report after 
the class (23.59pm) in Moodle 

Meeting 2:  
Course Preview and Evaluation 

 
 

 

VIII. Student learning outcomes 

1. The student understands the basic theoretical foundations 

(ontological/epistemological positions, theories, methods) of qualitative research 

and is able to apply this knowledge to practical situations 

2. The student has a clear idea of the qualitative research process and how this 

affects design and preparation, accumulation of sources, analysis of data, and 

integration + writing up of research; the student can assess the proper research 

strategy for a particular project 
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3. Based on SLO 1+2, the student is able to formulate a meaningful research 

question in a systematic way and according to criteria that are appropriate for 

qualitative research 

4. The student is aware of basic research methodology and has a good grasp of how 

to conduct observations, interviews, and collection of visual sources 

5. The student is able to prepare and carry out a meaningful qualitative interview 

and process/analyze the outcomes (including appropriate questioning and 

question strategies, consequent transcription, and thematic coding) 

6. The student is aware of the specificities of archival research and is able to conduct 

source criticism for single visual sources as well as across a larger body of these 

sources 

7. Through the awareness and skills cultivated in SLO 1-6 above, the student is able 

to demonstrate reflexivity and critical assessment and evaluation regarding their 

research practice and perspectives 

 

Period Teaching activities Student is able to do 

Period 1 

(Weeks 1-2) 

Reflection on reading materials, discussion, 

writing 

SLO 1, 2 

Period 2 

(Weeks 3-5) 

Reflection on reading materials, interview 

assignment, visual materials 

SLO 1,2 

 

SLO 3, 4 

Period 3 

(Weeks 6-8) 

Discussion of (class) assignments, research 

design  

SLO 3, 4 

Period 4 

(Weeks 8-15) 

Research project: archival/visual sources, 

oral sources, integration, writing up research 

SLO 2, 4, 5, 6 

Throughout 

the course 

Discussion, (class) assignments, 

documentaries, etc. 

 

SLO 7 

 

 

IX. Appendices [Course specific materials, e.g. guidelines for reports/papers, student-

led discussions, home-tasks and class exercises] 

Assignment documents, guidelines for reports, assessment forms and other materials 

will be made available (on Moodle) separately. 


