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AH LING102: Introduction to English Linguistics 

 

Fall 2018 

 

Classroom no: Elliot 19 (C-19) 

Class times: Tuesday 11:00-13:00 and Friday 08:45-10:45 

 

Instructor: Dr. Ernestine Lahey 

Email: e.lahey@ucr.nl 

Tel: 0118655554 

Office no. & location: Eleanor 1.27 

Office hours: by appointment 

 

 

I. Track information 
a) Prerequisites for this course: none 

b) This course serves as prerequisite for: all 200- and 300-level courses in the linguistics 

track. Please consult the complete track document on the UCR Intranet for further 

details. 

c) Other courses which are relevant to this course – e.g. as part of a minor:  

• Introduction to Western Philosophy 

• Introduction to Rhetoric & Argumentation 

• Stylistics 

• Psycholinguistics 

 

 

For further information about the track, please see the track document available on the 

UCR intranet. 

 
 

II. Course description 

English is an important global lingua franca, spoken by an estimated 1.5 billion people as a 

first, second or foreign language and used by three times as many non-native speakers as 

native speakers. Linguists are confident that the future of English will be determined by its 

non-native users outside the borders of traditionally English-speaking countries. A truly 

global language, adapting to new global contexts, English is currently undergoing great flux. 

There has never been a more exciting time to study the English language. 

 AH LING102: Introduction to English Linguistics has two broad goals: (1) to 

introduce students to basic concepts, tools, issues and debates relevant to the study of 

linguistics (generally) today; and (2) to teach students how these apply to the English 

language specifically. Goals (1) and (2) are reached together, by using the English language as 

a case study through which many of the most relevant introductory concepts in linguistics 

are explored. In this way this course both prepares students to advance in their study of 

linguistics generally whilst simultaneously deepening understanding of the structure and 

function(s) of English. As the authors of the course textbook state: “[I]t is impossible to 

study the English language without also doing linguistics.” 

  

Topics which will be covered in AH LING102 include: 
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• Foundational issues (What is linguistics? Why study English linguistics? How can a 

study of the English language contribute to our knowledge of linguistics more 

generally?) 

• the structure of English (e.g. phonetics, morphology, grammar, semantics, 

pragmatics) 

• the history of English (where does English come from? What is its relation to other 

languages? How has it changed through the centuries? What factors contributed to 

these changes?) 

• English speech: regional and social variation in English (accent and dialects); English in 

the UK; English in America and other contexts 

• English writing: style, genre and practice (e.g. how is language used in newspapers? in 

advertisements? in literary texts?) 

• English communication and interaction (language and power; language and gender; 

language and politics; business communication; “bad” language, etc.) 

• Teaching and learning English (TESOL; first-/second- language acquisition, etc.) 

• Research methods in linguistics 

 

Class sessions are interactive, involving group work and in-class discussion. Students 

will be expected to complete readings in advance and respond to questions on the reading. 

Class time will be devoted to review, discussion, group work, and practical activities. A 

detailed description of the course contents is given in the weekly overview below. 

 This course also includes a skills component. Students will develop key skills in 

research and writing, thus preparing themselves for more advanced undergraduate research 

at the 200-level. 

 

III. Study Load  

This course earns students four credits (equivalent to 7.5 ECTS). The class meets twice a 

week for two hours. Preparation time is approximately 10 hours per week.  

 

 

IV. Course materials 

a) Required books and literature: all students must acquire all of the following 

required texts: 

   

• Culpeper et al. English Language: Description, Variation and Context. 2nd ed. 

Houndsmills, Baskingstoke: Palgrave MacMillan, 2018.  

 

b) Recommended books and literature: the material listed below is optional background 

reading which students may find useful, e.g. when completing homework assignments 

in the course. 

 

Ballard, Kim. The Frameworks of English. 3rd ed. Houndsmills, Basingstoke: Palgrave MacMillan. 

2013. Print. 

Brown, Keith, ed. Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics. 2nd ed. Science Direct. Web.* 

Crystal, David. The Cambridge Encyclopedia of Language. 2nd ed. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 1997. Print. 

Crystal, David. The Cambridge Encyclopedia of The English Language. 2nd ed. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press. 2003. Print. 

*This resource is available via the UU library portal – search engines – ‘linguistics’. 
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Useful podcasts about language/linguistics: 

• Lexicon Valley (John McWhorter): 
http://www.slate.com/articles/podcasts/lexicon_valley.html?via=gdpr-consent 

• The Allusionist (Helen Zaltzman): https://www.theallusionist.org/ 

 

V. Course organization and requirements 

a) General format of class meetings: class meetings will consist of a variety of 

interactive teaching and learning activities, including brief interactive lectures, group 

work and discussion. 

b) Attendance: Students who must miss class due to extenuating circumstances must 

inform the instructor and the tutor of their absence and of the reason for their 

absence, preferably in advance. A student who is absent from more than six classes 

will receive an automatic grade of F for the course (see Student Handbook). 

Students are expected to be in class for the full two hours during which class is 

scheduled.  

c) Reading/preparation: Students are expected to have prepared well for the class; 

this includes completing all assigned reading and any other scheduled or assigned 

tasks. Completing the assigned reading will be essential to your ability to participate 

in class activities and discussion. Where a student is repeatedly unable to 

satisfactorily contribute to in-class discussion or activities the student will lose value 

from his/her final grade.  
d) Quizzes: If you are not present during a class in which a quiz is given, you will receive an 

automatic score of 0 for that quiz. Make-up quizzes will not be scheduled except in cases 

of serious extenuating circumstances (see point h below). 

e) Participation: Class participation is required and includes active participation in 

discussions and group activities. Unsatisfactory class participation (including missed 

classes) may result in a student being dismissed from the classroom for the duration of a 

lesson and may affect your final grade.  

f) Course materials: There is one required textbook for this course. All students are 

expected to purchase this text. The textbook must be brought to every class, unless 

otherwise indicated. Repeated failure to bring the necessary texts will be noted and will 

result in an automatic grade deduction. Note that laptops are not permitted to be 

used in class at any time, unless otherwise specified, except in cases of documented 

special needs; therefore, students must purchase or otherwise obtain hard copies of the 

text. 

g) Deadlines: all written work is due on Moodle at the start of class on the due date 

specified. No exceptions will be made to this rule. Written work that is late loses 

10 marks per day (e.g. a grade of 90 becomes an 80, an 80 becomes a 70, etc.). Work will 

be considered late by one day if it is submitted anytime after the start of class 

(including during the break). Late work will be accepted according to this policy up to a 

maximum of 3 working days after the due date. Any work submitted after this point 

without prior arrangement will not be graded and will receive an automatic grade of 0. 

h) Extensions and alternative testing arrangements: extensions/alternative 

arrangements may be granted only in case of extenuating circumstances (e.g. serious 

illness, bereavement, etc.). All requests for extensions or alternative arrangements must 

made in advance and in writing (i.e. by email). Requests for extensions made on the 

due date or the day of testing will not be considered, except in very unusual 

circumstances (e.g. a serious emergency on the day the paper is due or the day the quiz is 

held). Requests for extensions will be treated on a case-by-case basis -- please do not 

http://www.slate.com/articles/podcasts/lexicon_valley.html?via=gdpr-consent
https://www.theallusionist.org/
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assume that your request will be granted. Computer/printer/internet failure will 

not be considered adequate grounds for an extension under any 

circumstances. 

i) Submitting written work: Unless otherwise instructed, all written work must be 

submitted via Moodle. All written work submitted to Moodle will be automatically 

checked for plagiarism using plagiarism detection software. Assignments which are not 

uploaded to Moodle will be considered unsubmitted and will receive a grade of 0. 

j) Format of written work: written work must be double-spaced. Please use standard 

margins (2.5-3.5 cm) and Times New Roman font, size 12. All work must be documented 

according to the accepted MLA guidelines. For help with MLA referencing, see your ACC 

130 course book. 

k) Policy on phone use in class. Mobile phones and other devices which connect to the 

internet must not be used in class. If you are seen using these devices you will be 

required to hand in your device at the start of class every session from that point 

forward. 
l) Course schedule: the schedule below may need to be adjusted during the course of the 

semester to accommodate the schedules of guest lecturers, or in the case of instructor 

illness or other unforeseen situations. 

m) Special needs: students with documented learning disabilities or special needs must 

make their needs known to the instructor at the start of the course. 

n) Plagiarism is a serious academic offence which carries heavy sanctions. Acquaint 

yourself with the UCR policy on academic dishonesty (see your Student Handbook). 

o) Procedures for communication: email is the preferred method of 

communication outside of class hours. 

 

This course is subject to UCR academic rules and procedures. Both students and 

instructors are required to know and follow these rules and procedures. 

 

VI. Assessment 

(a) Components and percentage of final grade 

 

• Quizzes      50% (10 x 5%) 

• Term paper consisting of two components: 

(a) Proposal, incl. annotated bibliography:  20%  
(b) Final paper (1250-1500 words*)   30% 

 

*The word count includes all quoted material, but excludes the title page, bibliography, and 

(necessary) appendices. 

 

(b) Grading criteria 

Detailed written guidelines for each of the components above will be given and will specify 

the grading criteria to be applied in each case. 
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VII. Course schedule  

 

Time Topics to be 

discussed 

Course material 

used 

Assignments and 

assessment 

PART 1: THE STRUCTURE OF ENGLISH 

Week 1 

Session 1  

Aug 27 

Introduction to the 

course 

 In-class activities 

Week 1 

Session 2  

Aug 30 

Introduction to the 

course / The Sounds of 

English: Phonetics I 

• English Language, 

Ch. 1 Introduction 

& Ch. 2 Phonetics 

In-class activities 

 

Week 2 

Session 1 

Sept 3 

The Sounds of English: 

Phonetics II 

 In-class activities 

Practice quiz 

Week 2 

Session 2 

Sept 6 

NO CLASS 

Week 3 

Session 1 

Sept 10 

The Sounds of English 

Phonetics III 

 In-class activities 

Quiz 1 Phonetics (I 

& II) 

 

 

Week 3 

Session 2 

Sept 13 

The Sounds of English: 

Phonology 
• English Language, 

Ch. 3, pp. 29-34 

(to section 3.2), 

and section 3.2.4 

to end.  

In-class activities 

Week 4 

Session I 

Sept 17 

Morphology I • English Language, 

Ch. 4, pp. 42-54 

(to 4.6) 

 

In-class activities 

Quiz 2: Phonetics III 

and phonology 

 

Week 4 

Session 2 

Sept 20 

Morphology II • English Linguistics, 

Ch 4, pp. 54 

(section 5.6) to 

end. 

In-class activities 

 

Week 5 

Session 1 

Sept 24 

Words (and Phrases) I • English Language, 

Ch. 5 

In-class activities 

Quiz 3 Morphology 

Week 5 

Session 2 

Sept 27 

Revision session: students working on Term Paper proposals 

Week 6 

Session 1 

Oct 1 

Words (and Phrases) II  In-class activities 

Term Paper 

proposals due 

Week 6 

Session 2 

Oct 4 

Phrases (and Clauses) I 

 
• English Language, 

Ch. 6 

 

In-class activities 

Quiz 4 Words (and 

Phrases) 

Week 7 

Session 1 

Phrases (and Clauses) II 

 

 In-class activities 
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Oct 8  

Week 7 

Session 2 

Oct 11 

Clauses (and Sentences) 

I 
• English Language, 

Ch. 7 

 

Quiz 5 Phrases (and 

Clauses) 

Mid-Term Break Oct 14-18 

Week 8 

Session 1 

Oct 22 

Clauses (and Sentences) 

II 

 In-class activities 

PART 11: HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT 

Week 8 

Session 2 

Oct 25 

Origins and Influences I  Quiz 6 Clauses (and 

Sentences) 

 

Week 9 

Session 1 

Oct 29 

Origins and Influences II: 

Lexical change in English 
• English Language, Ch. 

14 

In-class activities 

 

Week 9 

Session 2 

Nov 1 

 

UCR MODERATION DAY – NO CLASS 

Week 10 

Session 1 

Nov 5 

Origins and Influences 

III: Standard English and 

standardization  

• English Language Ch. 

11 

 

In-class activities 

PART 111: ENGLISH SPEECH: REGIONAL AND SOCIAL VARIATION 

Week 10 

Session 2 

Nov 8 

Regional Variation • English Language, 

Ch.  17 

 

Quiz 7 History and 

Development 

 

Week 11 

Session 1 

Nov 12 

Social Variation English Language, Ch.  

18 

In-class activities 

PART 1V: ENGLISH WRITING 

Week 11 

Session 2 

Nov 15 

Spoken and Written 

Discourse(s) 
• English Language, 

Ch. 23 

 

Quiz 8: Regional & 

Social Variation 

Week 12 

Session 1 

Nov 19 

Language in 

Advertisements 
• English Language, 

Ch. 25 

 

In-class activities 

 

PART V: COMMUNICATION AND INTERACTION 

Week 12 

Session 2 

Nov 22 

Structures of 

Conversation 
• English Language, 

Ch. 29 

In-class activities 

Week 13 

Nov 26/29 

Revision week – no class. Students writing up term papers. 

Week 14 

Session 1 

Dec 3 

Language in Literature: 

Stylistics 
• English Language, 

Ch. 26 

In-class activities 

Quiz 9: PARTIV and 

Structures of 

Conversation 

Week 14  

Session 2 

Dec 6 

Politeness in Interaction 

 
• English Language, 

Ch. 31 

 

In-class activities 
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Week 15 

Session 1 

Dec 10 

Gender & Language • English Language, 

Ch. 32 

In-class activities 

Quiz 10: Language 

in Literature / 

Politeness / Gender 

& Language 

PART VI: INVESTIGATING LANGUAGE 

Week 15 

Session 2 

Dec 13 

Corpus linguistics • English Language, 

Ch. 40 

In-class activities 

TERM PAPER DUE 

 

 

VIII. Student learning outcomes 

 

Period Teaching activities Student is able to do 

Period 1 

(Weeks 1, 2) 

Interactive teaching with 

guided questions. Quizzes. 

SLO 1: Describe different levels of 

language 

SLO 2: Define basic terms and concepts 

in (English) linguistics 

SLO 3: Accurately label linguistic 
structures 

SLO 4: Produce original examples of 

different types of linguistic structures 

Period 2 

(Weeks 3, 4,5) 

Interactive teaching with 

guided questions. Quizzes.  

 

Period 3 

(Weeks 6, 7) 

Interactive teaching with 

guided questions. Quizzes. 

Proposal. 

SLO 5: Find and summarize academic 

sources on a chosen topic in linguistics 

Period 4 

(Weeks 8, 9, 

10) 

Interactive teaching with 

guided questions. Quizzes.  

SLO 6: Summarize the history of the 

English language 

 

Period 5 

(Weeks 11-15) 

Interactive teaching with 

guided questions. Quizzes. 

Term paper. 

SLO 7: Describe basic concepts in 

specific linguistic subfields 

SLO 8: Write an academic research 

paper on a topic in linguistics (term 

paper) 

 

 

 

 

IX. Appendices [Course specific materials, e.g. guidelines for essays, presentations, etc.] 

 

All additional guidelines are provided to students on Moodle as separate sheets. 


