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SSC 251 Foundations of Comparative Politics 

 

Fall 2019 

 

Classroom no: C20 

Class times: Tuesday 4-6 pm, Friday 11 – 1 pm 

 

Instructors: Herman Lelieveldt  

Email: h.lelieveldt@ucr.nl 

Tel: 0118-655519 

Office no. & location: Eleanor ST. 2.06 

Office hours: Thursday Come see me any time or make an appointment 

 

 

I. Track information 

a) Prerequisites for this course: any 100-level social science course 
b) Completing this course gives access to all 300-level politics courses. For further 

information about the track, please see the track document available on the UCR 

intranet. 

 

II. Course description 

Foundations of comparative politics provides you with the key analytical tools to analyze 

and compare political systems and the development and functioning of democracies in 

particular. This is done using the research tools of ‘mainstream’ political science using a 

positivist approach: theory-driven qualitative and quantitative empirical research that seeks 

to describe and/or explain political phenomena. The course starts off by discussing the 

scope and methods of the study of politics. We subsequently analyze the concept of 

democracy and processes of democratization in different parts of the world and analyze 

theories explaining these processes. We then turn to an examination of the functioning of 

established democracies and the challenges they face from developments such as the decline 

of political parties, the rise of populism, the role of the media, the rising importance of non-

majoritarian institutions such as courts and impact of globalization and internationalization 

on the capacity of domestic governments to act.  

Skills-wise this course will focus on two crucial academic skills: generating knowledge 

through using the comparative method as a way to develop and empirically test theories and 

improving your academic writing skills.  

 

III.  Study Load  

This course earns students four credits (equivalent to 7.5 ECTS). The class meets twice a 

week for two hours. Preparation time is approximately 10 hours per week.   

 

IV. Course materials 

 

Required books and literature: 

Andrew Heywood. Politics. Red Globe Press, Fifth Edition (2019)  

 

 Mudde, C., & Kaltwasser, C. R. (2013). Exclusionary vs. inclusionary populism: 

Comparing contemporary Europe and Latin America. Government and Opposition, 

48(2), 147-174. 

mailto:h.lelieveldt@ucr.nl
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 Levitsky, S & Ziblatt, D, (2018), This is how democracies die. The Guardian. 21 

January 2018. https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/commentisfree/2018/jan/21/this-

is-how-democracies-die 

 
 

 Recommended for those who want to go the extra mile:  

 Streeck, W., & Schmitter, P. C. (1985). Community, market, state-and associations? 

The prospective contribution of interest governance to social order. European 

Sociological Review, 1(2), 119-138 

 Gerschewski, J. (2013). The three pillars of stability: legitimation, repression, and co-
optation in autocratic regimes. Democratization, 20(1), 13-38. 

 Welzel, C. 2009. Theories of Democratization. In: Haerpfer, C., Bernhagen, P., 

Inglehart, R. & Welzel, C. (eds.) Democratization. Oxford: Oxford University Press.  

 Kriesi, H., Grande, E., Lachat, R., Dolezal, M., Bornschier, S., & Frey, T. (2006). 
Globalization and the transformation of the national political space: Six European 

countries compared. European Journal of Political Research, 45(6), 921-956. 

 Weststeijn, A. and P. Corduwener The roots and consequences of Italy’s political 

experiment Internationale Spectator. 28 Augustus 2018 available at: 

https://spectator.clingendael.org/nl/publicatie/roots-and-consequences-italys-political-

experiment#  

 Scharpf, Fritz W. 1998. Interdependence and Democratic Legitimation. MPIfG 
Working Paper: Max Planck Institut für Gesellschaftsforschung.  

 Iyengar, S., & Massey, D. S. (2018). Scientific communication in a post-truth 

society. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. 

https://www.pnas.org/content/early/2018/11/21/1805868115 

 Deibert, R. J. (2019). Three Painful Truths About Social Media. Journal of 
Democracy 30(1), 25-39. 

 

 

Strongly recommended: Swales, John M. Academic Writing for Graduate Students. Ann 

Arbor: University Of Michigan Press 2nd edition, 2002. (Available online).  

 

  

https://spectator.clingendael.org/nl/publicatie/roots-and-consequences-italys-political-experiment
https://spectator.clingendael.org/nl/publicatie/roots-and-consequences-italys-political-experiment
https://www.pnas.org/content/early/2018/11/21/1805868115
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V. Course organization and requirements 

 
a) General format of class meetings 

 

The class meetings serve to integrate and deepen the understanding of the preparatory 

activities you have been engaged in. Formal lecturing will be kept to a minimum. We will 

further study the chapter and assigned articles through a variety of activities: short 

presentations by students, mini-lectures, small exercises, discussions and case studies.  

 

b) Student expectations 

UCR is a small scale and intensive honors college and expects a pro-active attitude from 

students, without instructors having to spell out each and every aspect of what such an 

attitude entails. When in doubt, please ask me.  

 

c) Rules for missing classes and deadlines 

Attendance & participation 
Your attendance is registered in Moodle and you are able to check your attendance record 

there. Please inform me right away if I have erroneously counted you as absent. I appreciate 

informing me beforehand of absences. You may miss two classes unexcused, missing more than 

6 will fail the entire course.  

 

Deadlines 

All written work in this course needs to be submitted via Moodle before the stated deadlines. 

For written work late hand-ins will incur a 20% downgrade if the paper is handed in after the 

deadline, with an additional 20 % being deducted for every 24 hour period thereafter. If there 

are valid reasons that would justify extra time for a specific task, please ask for this before the 

deadline passes.  Note that it is always better to hand-in unfinished/underdeveloped 

assignments, than hand in nothing, as the latter yields a 0 whilst you will usually get at least 20 

or 40 points for producing at least something.  

 

d) Procedures for communication  

All official communication for this course will be posted via Moodle. Please use email only 

for questions that are truly urgent, including issues with Moodle, as I may sometimes make a 

mistake with specifying deadlines in the system or opening assignments.  

 

e) Changes to the course  

On the basis of student evaluations, extensive in class discussions, consultations with 

students and reflection on course outcomes as well as curricuIar changes in UCRs program 

the following changes have been made.  

 Textbook: this course uses a new textbook which better reflects the themes and 
approaches that are most suitable for an introductory comparative politics course 

 Extra readings: The number of extra readings has been reduced in order to 

encourage the exploration of themes and issues in the textbook itself.  

 Given the small class size of this edition of the course, class proceedings are 
relatively open and allow for a lot of flexibility and student input in deciding on which 

themes to focus.  

 

VI. Assessment 
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Type Percentage 

Written work 

Reflection papers (3 x 7.5 %) 

Research Paper 

50 % 

22.5 % 

27.5 %       

Exams  

Heywood  

30 % 

30 % 

Class activities 

Class participation 

Country/election briefing  

20 % 

10 %   

10 % 

 

 

Reflection papers 

Students write three 800-1000 word reflection papers where they seek to apply the 

concepts and theories covered in the book to a concrete case at hand. These papers are 

one-shot exercises, where the feedback is meant to improve upon the next paper written.  

 

Research Paper Students write a 2500-3500 words research paper that examines a 

comparative politics research question through a review of scholarly literature and 

application to one or more relevant cases. Students can either choose to review and 

integrate existing research on a specific question through the analysis of secondary sources, 

or can opt to engage in a small empirical study themselves, which will allow them to gain 
some empirical research experience.  Papers are graded on four elements that each can 

receive a maximum of 25 points: Specificity and clarity of the research question, theoretical 

analysis, facts and evidence and exposure. Further explanation of these criteria can be found 

on Moodle.  

 

Exam 

The exam covers the Heywood book and tests knowledge and the ability to apply this to 

concrete cases. Students answer 4 out of 5 essay questions, where every question yields a 

maximum of 12.5 points for knowledge and 12.5 points for the ability to apply it through the 

concrete case at hand.  

 

Country/election briefings Every student will prepare a max 10-15 minutes country 

briefing in which current political events in a country of interest are discussed and analyzed 

using the concepts and theories of comparative politics that are on the agenda for that class 

session, or have been discussed in earlier sessions. Students are supposed to draw upon 

reliable information sources and newsoutlets and are encouraged to illustrate their talk with 

relevant images/figures/tables. For an overview of upcoming elections, see: 

https://www.ndi.org/elections-calendar.  

 

Participation 

Your participation grade is determined on the basis of your engagement in class, the extent 

to which you have prepared the readings and can interact in discussions, as well as your 

ability to create an atmosphere in which everyone can participate and feels confident to 

share ideas, questions and problems.  

 

VII. Course schedule  

 

 

https://www.ndi.org/elections-calendar
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Wk Ses Date   Theme & recommended reading Readings Due Pres 

I  1 Tue Aug 27 Course co construction session    

 2 Fri Aug 30 Course co construction session    

II 3 Tue Sept 3 What is politics H1   

 4 Fri Sept 6 Political ideas and ideologies H2 & Mudde   

III 5 Tue Sept 10 Politics and the state H3 RP 1  

  Wed Sept 11 12-6 PM YESC Launch – including climate change 

workshop by Eefje de Kroon, Greenpeace  

   

 6 Fri Sept 13 Democracy and legitimacy H4    

IV 7 Tue Sept 17 Regimes of the modern world H5 & Levitsky  Amalia 

 8 Fri Sept 20 Nations and nationalism & Multilevel politics H6 & H17   

       RP II  

V 9 Tue Sept 24 Political economy, globalization and world 

governance 

H7 & H 19  Nick 

 10 Fri Sept 27 Political executives and leadership H14   

VI 11 Tue Oct 1 Assemblies Representations, elections and voting H15 & H10  Erita 

 12 Fri Oct 4 Parties and party systems H11 RP III  

VII 13 Tue Oct 8 Groups, interests and movements H12  Ilse 

 14 Fri Oct 11 No class (Future Food Conference)    

  Tue Oct 15 FALL BREAK     

  Fri Oct 18 FALL BREAK    

VIII 15 Tue Oct 22 Constitutions, Law and Judges H13  Isa 

 16 Fri Oct 25 Public policy and the bureaucracy H16   

IX 17 Tue Oct 29 Politics, society and identity and the media H8 & H 9   Jip 

 18 Fri Nov 1 NO CLASS: MODERATION DAYS    

X 19 Tue Nov 5 Exam     

 20 Fri Nov 8 Paper writing sessions: finding a topic H 20   

XI 21 Tue Nov 12 no class: work on paper    

 22 Fri Nov 15 Paper writing session: discussing outlines Paper outline   

XII 23 Tue Nov 19 Paper writing session: research functions and 

domains 

  Levi 

 24 Fri Nov 22 Paper writing session: doing the literature review    

XIII 25 Tue Nov 26 Paper peer review session Theory part 

due 

 Liana 

 26 Fri Nov 29 Work on paper in class/Individual paper 

consultations 

   

XIV 27 Tue Dec 3 Work on paper in class/Individual paper 

consultations 

  Lisanne 

 28 Fri Dec 6 Peer reviews of drafts Draft due   

XV 29 Tue Dec 10 Work on paper in class/Individual paper 

consultations 

   

 30 Fri Dec 13 PAPER ROUND TABLE Final version 

due 
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VIII. Student learning outcomes 

 
SSC POLI 201 –SLOs Weeks 

Demonstrate mastery of disciplinary knowledge 1-3 

Students can outline the main epistemological approaches and Behaviouralism, Institutionalism, Rational 

Choice, Constructivism, Structuralism as distinct theoretical perspectives 

 

Students are able to outline and illustrate the role of theories, hypotheses and evidence in building 

knowledge  

 

Students can compare and evaluate different methodological approaches to the analysis of political 

systems. Case-study, Qualitative comparison, Quantitative methods, Historical approach, Longitudinal 

analysis 

 

Demonstrate mastery of disciplinary skills 3-10 

Students can outline the core features of different democracy definitions and sketch the 

authoritarianism-democracy continuum 

 

Students are able to sketch possible trajectories of democratization, de-democratization and 

authoritarian persistence. 

 

Students are able to analyze the main institutional features of political systems  

See how discipline helps understand today’s crisis in democracy 

 

Understand and exercise academic attitudes and values 10-15 

Proper citation and referencing of literature  

Analyze the component parts of research writing for conventions on both the content and structural 

level, as well as on the stylistic and linguistic level. 

 

Recognize the heterogeneity of academic writing (both in terms of stylistic conventions and use of 

genre) 

 

Produce the component parts of a research paper in line with general and discipline specific 

conventions for the genre. 

Being able to generate and receive peer feedback 

 

Understand connection with other disciplines 1-3 

Being able to identify the interface with IR, EU politics and public policy subdisciplines  

Understand the way globalization and interdependence affect functioning of domestic political 

systems 

 

 


