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SSCANTH306 Advanced Cultural Studies - Course Outline Fall 2019 
 

Classroom no: F13 
Class times: Monday 08:45-10:45; Thursday 13:45-15:45  

Instructor: Dr. Herman Tak  
Email: h.tak@ucr.nl 
Office: Eleanor 104 
Office hours: by appointment 
 
I. Track information 
One needs to have followed one of the following courses in order to take this course: 

SSC131 - Introduction to Socio-Cultural Anthropology 
SSC111 - Introduction to Sociology  
SSC141 - Introduction to Human Geography 
Or any second or third-year course in Anthropology, Sociology, Human Geography, Political 
Sciences  
Or: A&H 243 Film in Context: A&H 225 Sociolinguistics; A&H 287 History of Women and 
Gender; A&H 336 Critical Perspectives on Literary Meaning; A&H 337 Film and Text; ACC 320 
Persuasion in Social Discourses 
Or by permission of the instructor 

And no F or D in any Anthropology course. 
For further information about the track, please see the track document available on the UCR intranet. 
 
II. Course description: 
This course is devoted to Cultural Studies an academic discipline which combines anthropology, 
literary theory, sociology, political economy, social-science history, philosophy, to study cultural 
phenomena in societies. The course departs from basic theoretical distinctions such as postmodernism 
(social theory and systems of analysis), postmodernity (historical period or characteristics of society) 
and postmodern condition (new forms of knowledge). While inhabiting globalising scenery, and 
having parted with meta-narratives, postmodern subject enjoys/struggles with a multiplicity of 
perspectives on meaning that emerged with the end of the 'grand narratives' of liberalism, socialism 
and Marxism. These challenges account for why no single sociological approach can provide answers 
or even ask all relevant questions.  

The postmodern explosion of a 'society of the spectacle' and postmodern subjectivities (the issues 
of identity, self and desire) will (re)introduce students to the work of leading modernist and 
postmodernist writers like Roland Barthes, Walter Benjamin, Antonio Gramsci, Pierre Bourdieu, Giles 
Deleuze, Michel Foucault, Michel de Certeau, Stuart Hall, Bruno Latour, Meaghan Morris, Gayatri 
Spivak, Paul Gilroy, Judith Butler, Raymond Williams, and others. 

The increasingly plural and fragmenting social reality generates new topics for sociological 
analysis: space and time in the global world, cybercultural reality, new approaches to leisure, tourism, 
subcultures and cultural subversion, youth and adulthood in the consumerist society, gender as a social 
practice, gendered experience of the body as key elements of social persons, social practices affecting 
the body, and visual culture and visual representation. 

Central in this course is the concept of culture within (post)modern societies from an 
interdisciplinary perspective (i.e. sociology, anthropology, cultural geography, history, literary theory, 
and psychology). The term culture has a complex history and several meanings in the present-day 
discourse. For this reason, the course opens with an overview of various concepts and notions related 
to the idea of culture. Questions which among others will be asked are: How do people constitute parts 
of culture? How can different cultures be understood? Why are certain forms of culture valued more 
than others? In order to better comprehend the functioning of culture attention will be paid to such 
issues as ‘communication and representation’ (language, signs, semiotics) and ‘culture, power and 
inequality’ (or: how is cultural inequality generated and reproduced). This is stressed in a handbook 
and the reader students have to study. Lectures, films and documentaries will supplement these 
readings 
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Aims:  

1. An introduction to the fields of the cultural studies. 
2. An understanding the leading theoretical perspectives in cultural studies.  
3. An awareness of the principle issues in the study of culture  
4. An understanding of changes in culture as connected to the re-ordering of power relations.  
5. An awareness of how social conflicts are culturally mediated. 
6. An understanding of phenomena such as time, history, politics, gender, “race” (etc.) as socio-

cultural constructions  
7. The development of rhetorical skills (communication, argumentation, facilitation) through 

classroom discussions and presentations; 
8. The development of academic writing and research skills through written assignments. 

 
III.  Study Load  
This course earns students four credits (equivalent to 7.5 ECTS). The class meets twice a week for two 
hours. Preparation time is approximately 10 hours per week.   
 
IV. Course materials: 

Brian Longhurst, Greg Smith, Gaynor Bagnall, Garry Crawford and Miles Ogborn 2017. 
Introducing Cultural Studies. Third Edition. London: Routledge. (pp.488) 
 

Simon During (ed.) 2007 The Cultural Studies Reader (third edition). London: Routledge (pp.608). 
 

Reader:  
- Daniel Miller and Heather A. Horst 2012. The Digital and the Human: A Prospectus for 

Digital Anthropology. In: Horst & Miller (eds.) Digital Anthropology. London: Berg (pp.1-30) 
- Bruno Latour 2005 Localizing the Global. In: ibid. Reassembling the Social. An Introduction 

to Actor-Network Theory. Oxford: Oxford University Press (pp.171-190) 
 
V. Course organization and requirements 
• Students are expected to attend all classes, read extensively and participate in class discussions.   
• Students need to bring course materials (During 2007 and Longhurst 2017) to class every time. 
• In addition, they are required to develop, present and facilitate a number of full-class discussion 

sessions.  
• English is the only medium of communication. 
• Please turn off your cell phones or computers (etc.) before entering the classroom. 
• No typing in class  
• No eating in class. 

 
Attendance: 
• Students are required to attend all classes. 
• Students need to bring both course books, i.e. Longhurst (et al) and During, to class every time.  
• If a student is unable to attend class, he or she must in advance inform the course instructor and 

his/her tutor of the reason for the absence. 
• Course-instructor records attendance and informs a student’s tutor of absences if a student has 

missed four classes. 
• Course instructor will deduct grades for repeated absence from class. 
• If there is a valid reason for the absence, such as illness, the student is urged to contact his/her 

tutor as early as possible. If the student is forced to miss too many classes, s/he can apply to the 
Board of Studies for a withdrawal from the course. 

• A student who is absent from a course for more than 6 (six) classes of that course will receive a 
fail grade. 
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Assignments 
 Student’s Presentations 

Students prepare two discussion sessions. 
Evaluation: 

1. Researched explanation about the author(s); context of the article, etc. (10%) 
2. Three (5) relevant questions for discussions per article / chapter (80%) 

a. Questions (50 %) 
b. Discussion (30%) 

3. Researched relation to the course literature (10%)  
 

Research paper  
Students write a research paper in the second part of the course. The subject of the paper is of course 
related to Advanced Cultural Studies and resistance, and specific topics are chosen on consultation 
with the instructor. The research paper should have the qualities of a third-year BA level. 
   The paper has a clear research question that can be answered. The research is divided into sub-
questions which are made operational / researchable. The sub-questions are the basis of 
argumentation in the research paper. The paper contains an introduction (300 words), and ends with 
a conclusion (300 words) that leads to a theoretical conclusion (i.e. the latter is not a summary of the 
paper). Students are supposed to conduct library (MyUU) research for this paper. The topic has to be 
based on analyses of examples from social-scientific literature, i.e. books or articles. The paper 
should be theoretically grounded in literature studied and lectures given during the course Advanced 
Cultural Studies. The length of the final paper should be ±4000 words, typed and one-and-a-half 
spaced.  

 
Additional Information:   
• This course is subject to UCR academic rules and procedures. Both students and instructors are 

required to know and follow these rules and procedures. 
• Plagiarism (i.e. presenting the ideas and words of another without crediting the source, and thus 

passing off others’ work as your own) is an extremely serious violation of the academic code of 
conduct.  Students will fail the course if caught plagiarizing. If in doubt, please consult a member 
of the faculty. (Student Handbook (p.27-8) 

• For all late assignments, one-third of a letter grade will be deducted per 24-hour period (for 
example, a ‘B’ paper that is submitted two days late will receive a ‘C+’ grade), up to a maximum 
of seven days. Any assignment that is submitted more than seven days after its original due date 
will receive an automatic ‘F’ grade. Please note that it is not possible to deliver any written work 
beyond the last day of the semester. These rules do not apply if the respective student applies for, 
and receives, an official extension. 

• Extension can only be given according to the rules in the Student Handbook: 6.5 Deadlines and 
extensions (p.23). 

 
VI. Assessment: 
Evaluation of students will be based on: 

- Mid-term examination (25%) 
- Final examination (25%) 
- Research paper (30%) 

o Outline Research Paper & Presentation Research Paper (20%) 
o Research Paper (80%) 

- Two presentations combined with general participation and attendance (20%).  
 
• Both exams will be in-class, closed-book format with essay questions.  
• An F received for any particular component cannot be compensated but will be weighed fully in 

determining the final grade. 
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VII. Course Schedule 
 Topics to be 

discussed 
Course material used Assignments & 

assessment 
Week 1 
Monday 
Aug 26 

Cultural 
Theories 
 

Readings: 
Longhurst 2017  
- Ch.1 Culture and Cultural Studies (p.1-33) 

 

Thursday 
Aug 29 
 

 During 2007:  
- Ch.1 Culture and Cultural Studies (p.1-18) 
 

 

Week 2 
Monday 
Sept 2 

Communication 
and 
Representation 

Readings: 
Longhurst 2017. 
- Ch.2 Culture, communication and representation 
(p.34-84)    

 

Session 2 
Thursday 
Sept 5 
 

 During 2007 
- Ch.5. Roland Barthes ‘From Work to Text’ 

(pp.81-87)  
- Ch.6. Pierre Bourdieu ‘Field of Power, Literary 

Field and Habitus’ (pp.88-98) 
 

 
Student’s 
presentation 
 

Week 3  
Monday 
Sept 9 

Culture, Power 
and Inequality 

Readings: 
Longhurst 2017 
- Ch.3 Culture, power, globalisation and 
inequality (p.85-124) 

 

Thursday 
Sept 12 
 

 During 2007 
- Ch.3 Antonio Gramsci ‘The Organization of 

Education and of Culture’ (pp.45-58) 
- Ch.17. Gayatri Spivak ‘The New Subaltern: A 

Silent Interview’ (p.229-240) 
 

 
Student’s 
presentation 
 

Week 4 
Monday 
Sept 16 

Consumption & 
Media 

Readings: 
Longhurst 2017 
-  Ch.4 Consumption, collaboration and digital 

media (pp.125-163) 

 

Thursday 
Sept 19 
 

 During 2007 
- Ch.4. Walter Benjamin ‘The Work of Art in The 

Age of Its Technological Representation’ (p.59-
80)  

Reader: 
- Daniel Miller and Heather A. Horst 2012. ‘The 

Digital and the Human: A Prospectus for Digital 
Anthropology’ 

 

 
Student’s 
presentation 

 

Week 5 
Monday 
Sept 23 

Researching 
Culture 

Readings: 
Longhurst 2017 
- Ch.5 Researching culture (pp.164-187) 

 

Thursday 
Sept 26 
 
 

 During 2007 
- Ch.9 Meaghan Morris ‘Banality in Cultural 

Studies’ (p.119-144) 
 

 
Student’s 
presentation 
 

Week 6 
Monday 
Sept 30 

   

Thursday 
Oct 3 
 

Questions / 
Revision 
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Week 7 
Monday 
Oct 7 
 

 
Mid-term 
examination 

  
Examination 
 
 

Oct 10 
 

No Class 
 

  

Week 8 
 

 Mid-term break 
 

 

 
Part II  

Week 9 
Oct 21 
 

Topographies of 
Culture 
 

Readings: 
Longhurst 2017  
 Ch.6 Topographies of culture: geography, 
meaning and power (p.191-231) 

 

Oct 24 Research Paper 
 

  

Week 10  
Oct 28 

 During 2007 
-   Ch.11 Michel de Certeau ‘Walking in the City’ 

(p.156-163) 
Reader: 
-   Bruno Latour 2005 Localizing the Global 

Student’s 
presentation 
 

Oct 31 Moderation Day 
No class 

  
 

Week 11 
Nov 4 

Politics and 
Culture 

Readings: 
Longhurst 2017  
 Ch.7 Politics and Culture (p.232-276) 

 

Nov 7 
 

 During 2007: 
- Ch.13 Giles Deleuze and Claire Parnet ‘Politics’ 

(p.172-186) 
 

 
Student’s 
presentation 
 

Week 12 
Nov 11 

Cultural Bodies  
 
 

Readings: 
Longhurst 2017 
-  Ch.8 Cultured bodies (p.360-402 

Deadline 
Assignment 
Outline 
Research Paper 

Nov 14  
 

During 2007:  
- Ch.21 Raymond Williams ‘Ideas of Nature’ 

(p.284-303) 
- Ch.24 Donna Haraway ‘A Cyborg Manifesto’ 

(pp.314-334) 
 

Student’s 
presentation 
 
 

Week 13 
Nov 18 
 

 During 2007  
-  Ch.27 Judith Butler ‘Subversive Bodily Acts’ 

(pp.371-382) 
- Ch.28 Eve Kosofsky Sedwick ‘Axiomatic’ 

(p.383-402) 

Student’s 
presentation 
 

Nov 21 Questions 
/Revision 

  
 

Week 14 
Session 1 
Nov 25  

Final 
examination 

  

Session 1 
Nov 28 

 Presentations Research Paper  

Week 15 
 Dec 2 

 Presentations Research Paper  
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Session 2 
Dec 5 
 

 
 

Presentations Research Paper  

Week 16 
Dec 9 
 

No class  Dead-line 
Research Paper 

Dec 12 No class    
 

 
 
 
VIII. General Instructional Objectives and Specific Student Learning Outcomes 
 
On completing the course, students will 
 

1. Understand the concepts and theories in cultural studies.   
2. Have a firm intellectual foundation in the field Cultural Studies. 
3. Acquire an ability to analyze the ways in which culture is differentiated, fragmented and contested. 
4. Have awareness of how social conflicts are culturally mediated. 
5. Gain a wide-range of transferable academic skills.  
 

SLO1 - lecture, presentation, discussion, paper, exam 
SLO2 - lecture, presentation, discussion, paper, exam 
SLO3 - lecture, presentation, discussion, paper, exam 
SLO4 - lecture, presentation, discussion, paper, exam 
SLO5 - presentation, discussion, paper, exam 

 
 

 
IX. Appendices 
 

1. Guidelines Student’s Presentation 
 

Students prepare two fifty-minute discussion sessions. 
Evaluation: 
1. Researched explanation about the author(s); researched context & content article (10%) 
2. Three / Four relevant questions for discussions per article / chapter (70%) 

a. Questions (50 %) 
b. Discussion (20%) 

3. Researched relation to the course literature (10%)  
4. Own example(s) (10%) 

 

 
 
2. Research paper 
The general subject of the paper is of course religion and modernization, and specific topics are chosen 
on consultation with the instructor. 
 

- The topic of the research paper should be directly related to the course literature  
- Paper should have a clear question to be answered (argumentation). 
- Students conduct library (MyUU) research for this paper. 
- The topic has to be based on analyses of examples from social-scientific literature.  
- The paper should be theoretically grounded in literature studied and lectures given during the course. 
- The length of the final paper should be approximately 4000 words, typed one-and-a-half spaced.  
- The paper has a front page (title, name author, course, date etc.), and pages are numbered. 
- The references are according to SSC standards 

   

Assignments: 
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I. Outline Research Paper (approximately 900 words) 
       1. What are you going to research? 
       2. Why are you going to study this particular topic (relevance)? 
       3. How are you going to study this particular topic (methods)? 
       4. Formulate a research question that can be answered 
 5. Sub-questions. 
       6. Supplemented by a list of relevant library-researched SSC literature 

Notice the difference between SSC literature (books, articles in academic journals) and 
sources (websites, journals etc.) 

 

II. Research Paper (approximately 4000 words) 
1. The paper has a clear research question that can be answered. 
2. The research is divided into sub-questions. 
3. The sub-questions are made operational / researchable. 
4. The sub-questions are the basis of argumentation in the research paper. 
5. The paper contains an introduction (300 words), and ends with a conclusion (300 words) that 

leads to a theoretical conclusion (i.e. the latter is not a summary of the paper). 
All assignments have to be put in Word, rule 1.5, and in time into mailed to: 
h.tak.ucr@analysis.urkund.com 
 

      Schedule deadlines assignments: 
- Monday, Nov 11: Outline Research Paper  
- Monday Dec 9: Research Paper  

 

Assessment: 
- Research paper (30%) 

o Outline Research Paper & Presentation Research Paper (20%) 
o Research Paper (80%) 


