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Course Outline Fall 2019 
 
 
Classroom no: E8 
Class times: Mo 13:45-15:45 / Thu 8:45-10:45 
 

Instructor: Dr. Herman Tak  
Email: h.tak@ucr.nl 
Office: E104 
Office hours: by appointment 
 
 
I. Track information 

a) Prerequisites for this course: none 
b) This course serves as prerequisite for:  

SSC 231 – Anthropology and the Study of Politics 
SSC 232 – The Development Encounter: Anthropological Perspectives 
SSC 233 – Religion and Modernization: An Anthropological Approach  
SSC 331 – Faces of the State: A View from Anthropology 
SSC 332 – The Dynamics of Globalization  
SSC 334 – Cultural Studies Advanced 

For further information about the anthropology track, please see the track document available on 
the UCR intranet. 

 
II. Course description 
This course introduces the field of anthropology as a way to consider humanity in its numerous 
manifestations and in its intricate complexities. In trying to account for the social and cultural variation in 
the world, it explores our own everyday practices and ideas and relates them to alien and seemingly exotic 
practices in far-away places. The course thus helps transform ‘the strange’ into ‘the ordinary’, and ‘the 
ordinary’ into ‘the exotic’. In the process, students will gain a general, though comprehensive, 
introduction to the aims, scope, methods, and history of anthropology. In particular, we explore three 
complementary avenues to the comparative study of human society and culture: ethnographic description 
and analysis of particular societies and cultures; the comparative study of social institutions; and different 
theoretical approaches involved in description, analysis and comparison.   

The course is divided into two parts. In Part I, we introduce anthropology, its history and key concepts, 
and notions of identity and difference, i.e. ways of categorizing people in relation to others. In Part II, we 
turn toward aspects of anthropological research, while we also will investigate some anthropological sub-
disciplines. 

In most instances, there are two hours of lecture and two hours of group discussion per week.  Each 
class meeting usually contains both a lecture and discussion. Students are required to complete writing 
exercises and prepare two discussion sessions in teamwork with colleagues. Students are also expected to 
participate fully in all discussions and to read in preparation for each meeting. 
 
Aims:  

1. An introduction to the principal fields of anthropological inquiry, in particular: methods, kinship 
and descent, gender relations, economic and political systems, religion and ritual, “race” and 
ethnicity, applied anthropology, and cultural change and survival; 

2. The acquisition of a basic vocabulary of anthropological concepts; 
3. The acquaintance with culture and society as the key concepts and central perspectives of 

anthropology; 
4. An understanding of the principal ethnographic research methods; 
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5. A grasp of the great cultural variation of human society; 
6. An awareness of the continued relevance of anthropology in the world of today; 
7. The practical application of anthropological insights to contemporary social, political, and 

economic problems; 
8. The development of rhetorical skills (communication, argumentation, facilitation) through 

classroom discussions and presentations; 
9. The development of academic writing and research skills through written assignments. 

 
III.  Study Load  
This course earns students four credits (equivalent to 7.5 ECTS). The class meets twice a week for two 
hours. Preparation time is approximately 10 hours per week.   
 
IV. Course materials 
Course Materials 

• Carol Delaney (2017; Third Revised Edition). Investigating Culture. An Experiential Introduction 
to Anthropology. Oxford: Blackwell. 

• Bourgois, Philippe (2003). In Search of Respect: Selling Crack in El Barrio, Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press. 

 

Articles Part I  
1. Sahlins, Marshall (2004). The Original Affluent Society. In: Delaney 2004 (1st Edition) 

Investigating Culture (pp.110-131). 
2. Blok, Anton 2001. The Blood Symbolism of Mafia. In: ibid. Honour and Violence. Cambridge: 

Polity Press (pp. 87-102). 
3. Goldstein, M.C. 2003 When Brothers Share a Wife. In: A. Podolefsky and P. Brown (eds.) 

Applying Cultural Anthropology (pp.201-205). 
 

Articles Part II  
1. Jared Diamond (2003) Race without Color. In: A. Podolefski and P. Brown (eds.) Applying 

Cultural Anthropology. An Introductory Reader. Boston: Mcgraw-Hill (pp.116-122). 
2. Philomena Essed (1990) Racism in Today’s Societies. In: (ibid) Everyday Racism. Reports from 

Women of Two Cultures. Claremont (CA): Hunter House. 
3. Caroline Brettell (1992) Archives and Informants: Reflections on Juxtaposing the Methods of 

Anthropology and History. In: Historical Methods, 25 (1) (pp.28-36). 
4. Komter Aafke (2005) Patterns of Giving and Receiving. In: (ibid) Social Solidarity and the Gift. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press (pp.34-55). 
5. Eric R. Wolf (1990/2001) Facing Power – Old Insights, New Questions. In: ibid. Pathways of 

Power. Building an Anthropology of the Modern World (pp.383-397). 
6. Diamond, Jared 2015. Bringing Up Children. In: ibid. The World Until Yesterday. What Can We 

Learn from Traditional Societies? (pp.173-96).  
 
V. Course organization and requirements 
 

• Students are expected to attend all classes, read extensively and participate in class discussions.   
• In addition, they are required to develop, present and facilitate a number of full-class discussion 

sessions.  
• Students need to bring course materials (books, articles) to class every time. 
• English is the only medium of communication. 
• Please turn off your cell phones or computers (etc.) before entering the classroom. 
• No eating in class. 
 
 



SSCANTH101 Introduction to Socio-Cultural Anthropology 
 

4 

 
Attendance 
• Students are required to attend all classes. 
• If a student is unable to attend class, he or she must in advance inform the course instructor and 

his/her tutor of the reason for the absence. 
• Course-instructor records attendance and informs a student’s tutor of absences if a student has missed 

two or more classes. 
• Course instructor will deduct grades for repeated absence from class. 
• If there is a valid reason for the absence, such as illness, the student is urged to contact his/her tutor as 

early as possible. If the student is forced to miss too many classes, s/he can apply to the Board of 
Studies for a withdrawal from the course. 

• A student who is absent from a course for more than 6 (six) classes of that course will receive a fail 
grade. 

 
Assignments 
• Students must submit a short essay (approximately 1200 words) on a pre-assigned topic, as well as a 

research paper (approximately 2,500 words). There are mid-term and final examinations. 
• Assignments (Essay PO; Research Paper) have to be mailed to: h.tak.ucr@analysis.urkund.com 
• Student’s Presentations (PowerPoint; summary) have to be put in Work (Workspaces) the day after 

the presentation. 
• For all late assignments, one-third of a letter grade will be deducted per 24-hour period (for example, 

a ‘B’ paper that is submitted two days late will receive a ‘C+’ grade), up to a maximum of seven 
days.  Any assignment that is submitted more than seven days after its original due date will receive 
an automatic ‘F’ grade.  Please note that it is not possible to deliver any written work beyond the last 
day of the semester. These rules do not apply if the respective student applies for, and receives, an 
official extension. 

• Extension can only be given according to the rules in the Student Handbook: 6.5 ‘Deadlines and 
extensions. 

• Plagiarism (i.e. presenting the ideas and words of another without crediting the source, and thus 
passing off others’ work as your own) is an extremely serious violation of the academic code of 
conduct. Students will fail the course if caught plagiarizing. If in doubt, please consult a member of 
the faculty. (Student Handbook p.27-8) 

 
Additional Information:   
This course is subject to UCR academic rules and procedures. Both students and instructors are required 
to know and follow these rules and procedures. 
 
VI. Assessment 
Student assessment is based on: 

- Class participation & attendance, and two discussion presentations (15%)  
- Short essay participant observation (15%) 
- Mid-term exam (25%) 
- Final exam (25%)   
- Research paper (20%) 

o Outline research paper (20%) 
o Research paper (80%) 

 

Both exams will be in-class, closed-book format with written answers (not multiple choice) in the form of 
short answers and/or essays. 
For guidelines on presentation, essay participant observation, and research paper, see appendix. 
 



SSCANTH101 Introduction to Socio-Cultural Anthropology 
 

5 

 
 
VII. Course schedule  
Part I  
 Topics to be 

discussed 
Course material used Assignments and 

assessment 
Week 1  
Monday 
 [Aug 26] 

Introducing  
Anthropology 

Readings week 1: 
Delany 2017:  
- Ch.1 Disorientation and Orientation (p.1-26) 
Reading: Bohannan, “Shakespeare in the 
Bush” (p.27-32) 

 

Thursday  
[Aug 29] 
 

   

Week 2  
Monday 
Sept 2 

 Readings week 2: 
 

 

Thursday  
Sept 5 
 

 Delany 2017:  
- Ch.2 Spatial locations (p.33-67) 
- Reading: Bridwell Beckham, “The 
American Front Porch: Women’s Liminal 
Space.” (p.67-77) 
 

 
Students’ 
presentation 
 

Week 3  
Monday 
Sept 9 

Anthropological 
Methods 

Readings week 3: 
 

 

Thursday  
Sept 12 
 

Participant 
Observation 

Delany 2017:  
- Ch. 3 All We Have Is Time (p.81-111) 
Reader: 
- Sahlins 2004. ‘The Original Affluent 
Society’ (p.110-131) 

Students’ 
presentation 
 
 

Week 4 
Monday 
Sept 16 

 Kinship Readings week 4: 
 

Start Assignment 
Participant 
Observation 
 

Thursday  
Sept 19 
 

 Delany 2017:  
Ch. 4 Language: We Are What We Speak 
(p.115-147) 
Reader: 
- Anton Blok 2001. ‘The Blood Symbolism 
of Mafia’ (p.87-102) 
 

 
Students’ 
presentation 
 
 

Week 5 
Monday 
Sept 23 

 Readings week 5: 
 

Final deadline: 
Essay Participant 
Observation 
 

Thursday  
Sept 26 
 

 Delany 2017.  
Ch. 5 Relatives and Relations (p.157-87) 
Reader: 
- Goldstein, M.C. 2003 ‘When Brothers 

 
Students’ 
presentation 
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Share a Wife’ (p.201-205) 
 

Week 6 
Monday 
Sept 30 

 Readings week 6: 
Delany 2017. Ch.6 Our Bodies, Our Selves 
(p.195-229) 
- Reading: Kaspin “Women Who Breed Like 
Rabbits and Other Mythical Beasts: The 
Cultural Context of Family Planning in 
Malawi” (p.233-238) 
 

Students’ 
presentation 
 

Thursday  
Oct 3 
 

Questions / 
Revision  

  
 

Week 7 
Monday  
Oct 7 

Midterm 
Examination 

 Examination 

Thursday  
Oct 10 
 

No class   

Week 8 
 

Midterm Break 
 

  

    

 
 
Part II (work in progress) 
 Topics to be 

discussed 
Course material used Assignments and 

assessment 
Week 9 
Monday  
Oct 21 

“Race” 
 

Readings week 9: 
Bourgois 2003. 
- Introduction (p.1-18) 
Reader: 
- Diamond, J. 2003. ‘Race without Color’ 

 

Thursday  
Oct 24 

   
 

Week 10 
Monday 
 Oct 28 

   

Thursday  
Oct 31 

Moderation Day 
No Class 
 

  
 

Week 11 
Monday 
Nov 4 

Assignment 
Research Paper 
& Topics 

Readings week 11: 
Bourgois 2003.  
- Ch.1 Violating Apartheid in the United 
States (p.19-47) 
Reader: 
- Essed 1990. ‘Racism in Today’s Societies’ 

 

Thursday  
Nov 7 

 
 

 
 

 
Students’ 
presentation 
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Week 12 
Monday 
Nov 11 

 Readings week 12: 
 

 
 
 

Thursday  
Nov 14 
 

 Bourgois 2003. 
- Ch.2 A Street History of El Barrio (p.48-76)  
Reader: 
- Brettell 1992. ‘Archives and Informants: 
Reflections on Juxtaposing the Methods of 
Anthropology and History’ 
 

 
Students’ 
presentation 
 

Week 13 
Monday 
Nov 18 

Ethnicity Readings week 13: Dead-line: Outline 
Research Paper 

Thursday  
Nov 21 
 

 Bourgois 2003. 
- Ch.3 Crack House Management: Addiction, 
Discipline, and Dignity (p.77-113) 
- Ch.4 “Goin’ Legit”: Disrespect and 
Resistance at Work (p.114-173) 
Reader: 
- Komter 2005. ‘Patterns of Giving and 
Receiving’ 

 
Students’ 
presentation 
 
 

Week 14 
Monday 
 Nov 25 

Individual 
meetings 
research paper 

Readings week 14:  
 

Thursday  
Nov 28 

 Bourgois 2003. 
- Ch.5 School Days: Learning to be a Better -  
Criminal (p.174-212) 
- Ch.6 Redrawing the Gender Line on the 
Street (p.213-258) 
Reader: 
Eric R. Wolf (1990/2001) Facing Power – 
Old Insights, New Questions.  

 
Students’ 
presentation 
 

Week 15 
Monday 
 Dec 2 

Identity, and 
‘socialization’ 

Readings week 15: 
Bourgois 2003. 
- Ch.7 Families and Children in Pain (p.259-
286) 
- Ch.8 Vulnerable Fathers (p.287-327) 
- Ch.9 Conclusion (pp.318-327) 
Reader: 
- Diamond, J. 2012. ‘Bringing Up Children’ 
 

 
Students’ 
presentation 
 

Thursday 
 Dec 5 
 

Questions / 
Revision  

  
 

Week 16 
Monday  
Dec 9 

Final exam   

Thursday 
Dec 12 

No class  Final dead-line 
Research Paper 
Friday Dec 15 
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VIII. General Instructional Objectives and Specific Student Learning Outcomes 

 
On completing the course, students will 
 
1 Understand the distinctiveness of anthropology in relation to other social science disciplines.   
2 Have a firm intellectual foundation in the principal fields of anthropology. 
3 Acquire a basic vocabulary of anthropological concepts. 
4 Have awareness of the great cultural variation in human society. 
5 Gain a wide-range of transferable academic skills.  
 
SLO1 - lecture, presentation, discussion, paper, exam 
SLO2 - lecture, presentation, discussion, paper, exam 
SLO3 - lecture, presentation, discussion, paper, exam 
SLO4 - lecture, presentation, discussion, paper, exam 
SLO5 - presentation, discussion, paper, exam 
 
 
IX. Appendices 
 
I Guidelines Presentation 
Students prepare two discussion sessions. 
Classroom participation and group discussions; during literature discussion sessions, three students 
(working together as a team) present the required reading.  They will offer a forty-minute presentation 
that should include a summary, a critical review, and a set of issues or questions worthy of discussion.  
The three students then lead the class in a discussion of the reading.  The aim of these discussions is to 
foster critical engagement through a close examination of one or more pieces of literature. During the 
second part of the course student’s presentations are focused on the discussion questions and class 
discussion 
 
 
Evaluation students’ presentation Part 1: 
1. Cooperation presenting students (10%) 
2. Short written summary; copies to fellow students (10%) 
3. Explanation about key-author(s) in the chapter (Delaney); the author(s) and context article (10%) 
4. Relation to the course literature (20%)  
5. Own example(s); video; articles, www (10%) 
6. Four (4) relevant for discussions (40%) 
 
Evaluation students’ presentation Part 2: 
 

Evaluation Presentation: 
1. Short written summary in workspaces (10%) 
2. Explanation about the author(s), and context of the article or chapter (10%) 
Class Discussion 80%: 

a. Relation to the course literature (20%)  
b. Per article / chapter three analytical relevant questions for discussions (60%) 
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II Essay / Exercise Participant Observation:   
  
- The essay will be based on a practical, fieldwork-based exercise.  
- The essay should be approximately 1200 words. 
- The essay has to be put in Word, and mailed in time to h.tak.ucr@analysis.urkund.com 
 
Anthropologists possess a unique way of gaining their knowledge. Fieldwork - and especially participant 
observation - serves as the methodological foundation of our science. The ability to observe and describe 
are thus important skills in the research process, and they allow us the opportunity to get at meaning.  The 
aim of this writing assignment is to offer a practical exercise whereby students undertake ‘fieldwork’ in 
Middelburg or elsewhere, and then write-up their observations in the form of a description. Each student 
should observe (but not participate in) a particular public space, event or social gathering for one hour and 
then write an approximately 1200-word paper (3 pages, typed and spaced one-and-a-half) that describes 
what was observed. In the conclusion, students should reflect on any particular methodological issues, 
questions or problems that were raised by the exercise.  
 
 
Participant Observation 
Place: An unfamiliar social situation like restaurant, coffee shop, shopping mall, zoo, place of worship, 

museum or any public setting (Notice: strictly forbidden are railway stations, train compartments etc.). 
Purpose: To observe a public setting. There should be natural public access to the setting and multiple 

viewing opportunities for you. 
Activity: Go to this social setting more than once in order to get a sense of the complexity and to 

maximize what you learn.  
- Go two times at different times of the day and observe each time 30 minutes 
- Take notes.  
- Make a floor plan.  
- Discover what you are able to hear, see, and learn just by observing. 
Notice: Participant observation has to be done alone (thus not together with another student, or 

accompanied by a friend, etc.) 
 
What to look for:  
1. Look around you and describe the entire physical space. Draw a floor plan and/or take a photo if 

permitted. 
2. Look around you and describe the people in this setting. Focus on one or two of the people. What are 

they doing in that social space? 
3. What are the relationships between people and/or groups? Try to discover something about the people 

in the setting. 
4. Describe the groups and any common characteristics such as age, gender, dress codes, speech, 

activity, and so on. 
5. Focus on one person in your viewing area to describe in detail. For example, a waitress, a caretaker, a 

priest, or a sales person, depending on your setting. 
6. If you had all the time in the world to do a study here, what three things would you look for upon 

returning to the setting? 
 
Schedule: 

- Participant observation is practiced during week 4, i.e. between Sept 16 and Sept 20.  
- The assignment has to be mail to: h.tak.ucr@analysis.urkund.com 
- Monday, Sept 23: Final deadline PO essay. 
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III Research paper:  

Students are expected to conduct library research for this paper. The paper should be approximately 2,500 
words long, typed, double-spaced, and appropriately referenced. Zeeuwse Bibliotheek and Utrecht 
University Libary’s electronic journals offer several reference sources that will assist students in pursuing 
their research interests. Aside from database searches, the most suitable sources of appropriate recent 
literature can be obtained from the series Annual Review of Anthropology. The Encyclopedia of Social and 
Cultural Anthropology (Barnard and Spencer) is also a very useful reference source. The most recent 
literature can be found in the major anthropology journals, such as the American Anthropologist, 
American Ethnologist, The Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute, Cultural Anthropology, 
Current Anthropology, and Anthropology Today. 
 
Evaluation: 
A. Outline Research Paper (20%) 
B. Research Paper (80%) 
 
Assignments: 
I. Outline Research Paper (approximately 600 words) 
 1. What are you going to research? 
       2. Why are you going to study this particular topic (relevance)? 
       3. How are you going to study this particular topic (methods)? 
       4. Research question that can be answered. 
       5. Sub-questions. 
       6. Supplemented by a list of relevant SSC literature. 
 
II. Research Paper (approximately 2500 words) 

1. The paper has a clear research question that can be answered. 
2. The research is divided into sub-questions. 
3. The sub-questions are made operational / researchable. 
4. The sub-questions are the basis of argumentation in the research paper. 
5. The paper contains an introduction (300 words), and ends with a conclusion (300 words) that leads 

to a theoretical conclusion (i.e. the latter is not a summary of the paper). 
6. Students are supposed to conduct library research for this paper. 
7. The topic has to be based on analyses of examples from social-scientific literature, i.e. books or 

articles.  
8. The paper should be theoretically grounded in literature studied and lectures given during the 

course Introduction in Anthropology. 
9. The length of the final paper should be between ±2500 words, typed and one-and-a-half spaced. 

 
All assignments have to be mailed to: h.tak.ucr@analysis.urkund.com 
 
Schedule Deadlines: 
Monday Nov 18: Deadline Assignment Outline Research Paper  
Friday Dec 13: Assignment Deadline Research Paper. 

 


