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SSCANTH202 Religion & Modernization, an anthropological approach 
Course Outline, Spring 2019 
 
Classroom no: F16 
Class times:  Monday 13:45 – 14:45 - Thursday 08:45 – 10:45. 
 
Instructor: Dr. Herman Tak  
Email: h.tak@ucr.nl 
Office: Eleanor 104 
Office hours: by appointment 
 
I. Track information 

a) Prerequisites for this course:  
One of the following courses:  
SSC111 Introduction to Sociology 
SSC131 Introduction to Socio-Cultural Anthropology 
A&H165 World Religions 
A&H188 Introduction to Gender Studies 
Or any second or third-year course in Anthropology, Sociology 
Or A&H 287 History of Women and Gender; A&H 336 Critical Perspectives on Literary 
Meaning;  
Or by permission of the instructor 

 And no F or D in any Anthropology course. 
For further information about the track, please see the track document available on the UCR intranet. 
 
II Course description 
This course is an anthropological introduction into religion and modernization. It begins with an 
overview of anthropological statements about religion, elucidating how religious worlds (symbols, 
cosmologies, moral inversions and space disorders) are analyzed from the perspective of social 
science, and discussing personal experiences of religion (personal symbols, therapeutics of 
possessions, trance, shamanism, and witchcraft). During the second part of the course students acquire 
knowledge about changes in the religious expressions related to capitalism, colonialism, and conflict. 
One of fundamental ideas of the course is the process of rationalization as a major influence upon 
modernization, which justifies also analysis of civil religion, nationalism, revitalization and 
orthodoxies, as well as processes of differentiation and dedifferentiation, which affect both the 
expression of, and reflection upon religion. Lectures will supplement the readings. Seminars will be 
prepared and organized by the students. 
This course consists of two meetings a week, out of which two hours are lectures (and video 
illustration) and two-hours group discussions. Students prepare two discussion sessions. In the second 
part of the course students write a research paper. 
 
Aims:  

1. An introduction to the fields of the anthropology of religion. 
2. An understanding of the key issues raised in the anthropology of religion, in particular: 

symbol, boundary, rites of passage, ritual, myth.  
3. The acquaintance with theories about religion conceived as a cultural phenomenon 
4. An awareness of relating religion to major social issues such as inequality, power relations, 

state and nation formation, identity, etc. 
5. An understanding of the main perspectives (and their histories) used within the social sciences 

to analyze religions.  
6. An awareness of the relations between (historical) modernization processes and religious 

expressions. 
7. An understanding of key debates concerning modernization and its influence on religion  
8. Exploring the influence of modernization processes on different religious phenomena 
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9. The development of rhetorical skills (communication, argumentation, facilitation) through 
classroom discussions and presentations; 

10. The development of academic writing and research skills through written assignments. 
 
III.  Study Load  
This course earns students four credits (equivalent to 7.5 ECTS). The class meets twice a week for two 
hours. Preparation time is approximately 10 hours per week.   
 
IV. Course materials: 
• Bowie, Fiona 2006 (Second Edition). The Anthropology of Religion. Oxford: Blackwell (pp.284) 
• Lambek, Michael (ed.) 2008. A Reader in the Anthropology of Religion. Oxford: Blackwell 

(pp.569) 
 

 Reader Part 1: 
1. Tong Chee-Kiong 2004 ‘Flesh and Blood. Putrescence and Pollution of Death. In: (ibid) Chinese 

Death Rituals in Singapore. London and New York: RoutledgeCurzon (pp.105-125). 
2. Sanne Derks 2009. ‘Religious Materialization of Neoliberal Politics at the Pilgrim Site of Vergin 

Urkuiña in Bolivia.’ In: Hermkens & Jansen & Notermans (eds.) Moved by Mary. The Power of 
Pilgrimage in the Modern World. Farnham, Surrey: Ashgate (pp.117-132) 
 

Reader Part 2: 
1. Margaret Everett & Michelle Raminez 2015. Healing the Curse of the grosero Husband Women’s 

Health Seeking and Pentecostal Conversion in Oaxaca Mexico. In: Journal of Contemporary 
Religion, Vol. 30(3), pp. 415–433. 

2. Yanfei Sun 2014. Popular Religion in Zhejiang: Feminization, Bifurcation, and Buddhification. 
In: Modern China, Vol. 40(5): p.455–487. 

3. Diana Wong & Peggi Levitt 2014. ‘Travelling Faiths and Migrant Religions: The Case of 
Circulating Models of Da’wa among the Tablighi Jamaat and Foguangshan in Malaysia.’ In: 
Global Networks 14(3): p. 348–362. 
 

V. Course organization and requirements 
• Students are expected to attend all classes, read extensively and participate in class discussions.   
• In addition, they are required to develop, present and facilitate a number of full-class discussion 

sessions.  
• Students need to bring course materials (books, articles) to class every time. 
• English is the only medium of communication. 
• Please turn off your cell phones or computers (etc.) before entering the classroom. 
• No typing in class  
• No eating in class. 

 
Attendance: 
• Students are required to attend all classes. 
• If a student is unable to attend class, he or she must in advance inform the course instructor and 

his/her tutor of the reason for the absence. 
• Course-instructor records attendance and informs a student’s tutor of absences if a student has 

missed four classes. 
• Course instructor will deduct grades for repeated absence from class. 
• If there is a valid reason for the absence, such as illness, the student is urged to contact his/her tutor 

as early as possible. If the student is forced to miss too many classes, s/he can apply for a 
withdrawal from the course (see Student Handbook). 

• A student who is absent from a course for more than 6 (six) classes of that course will receive a fail 
grade. 
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Additional Information:   
• This course is subject to UCR academic rules and procedures. Both students and instructors are 

required to know and follow these rules and procedures. 
• Plagiarism (i.e. presenting the ideas and words of another without crediting the source, and thus 

passing off others’ work as your own) is an extremely serious violation of the academic code of 
conduct.  Students will fail the course if caught plagiarizing. If in doubt, please consult a member 
of the faculty. 

• For all late assignments, one-third of a letter grade will be deducted per 24-hour period (for 
example, a ‘B’ paper that is submitted two days late will receive a ‘C+’ grade), up to a maximum 
of seven days. Any assignment that is submitted more than seven days after its original due date 
will receive an automatic ‘F’ grade. Please note that it is not possible to deliver any written work 
beyond the last day of the semester. These rules do not apply if the respective student applies for, 
and receives, an official extension. 

• Extension can only be given according to the rules in the Student Handbook: 6.5 Deadlines and 
extensions (p.23) 

 
VI. Assessment: 
Evaluation of students will be based on: 

- Mid-term examination (25%) 
- Final examination (25%) 
- Research paper (30%) 

o Outline Research Paper (20%) 
o Research Paper (80%) 

- Presentation (1) combined with general participation and attendance Part I (10%).  
- Presentation (2) combined with general participation and attendance Part II (10%).  

 

Both exams will be in-class, closed-book format with essay questions.  
An F received for any particular component cannot be compensated but will be weighed fully in 
determining the final grade. 
 
VII. Course schedule 
 Topics to be 

discussed 
Course material used Assignments 

and assessment 
Week 1 
Jan 28  

Introduction to 
Religion and 
Modernization  

Readings week 1: 
Bowie 2006:  

- Ch.1 Theories and Controversies  

 

Session 2  
Jan 31 

 Lambek 2008:  
- General introduction (p.1-17) 

 

Week 2 
Feb 4 

 Readings week 2: 
Bowie: 

- Ch.2 The Body as Symbol 

 
 

Feb 7  Reader: 
- Tong Chee-Kong 2004. Flesh and Blood. 

Putrescence and Pollution of Death (p.105-
125). 

Student’s 
presentation 

Week 3  
Feb 11 
 

Structure, Function 
and Interpretation 

Readings week 3: 
Bowie: 

- Ch.3 Maintaining and Transforming 
Boundaries: The Politics of Religious Identity 
(p.253-263). 

 

Feb 14 
 

 Lambek: 
Ch.21 Stallybrass and White 1986. The Politics 
and Poetics of Transgression (p.253-263). 

 
Student’s 
presentations 
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Week 4  
Feb 18 

Cosmologies and 
Foundation of 
Order, and disorder 

Readings week 4: 
Bowie:  

- Ch.4 Sex, Gender, and the Sacred  

 

Feb 21 
 

 Lambek: 
- Ch.30 Janice Boddy 1988. Spirits and selves 

in northern Sudan: the cultural therapeutics of 
possession and trance (p.368-383). 

 
Student’s 
presentations 

Week 5  
Feb 25 

Conceptualizing 
the Cosmos 

Readings week 5: 
Bowie:   

- Ch.5 Religion, Culture, and Environment 
- Ch.6 Ritual Theory, Rites of Passage, and 

Ritual Violence 

 

Feb 28 
 

 Lambek: 
- Ch.22 Alfred Gell 1995. Closure and 

multiplication: An essay on Polynesian 
cosmology and ritual (p.267-279). 

Student’s 
presentations 

Week 6  
March 4 

Shamanism, 
Witchcraft and 
Spirits 

Readings week 6: 
Bowie:  

- Ch.7 Shamanism  
- Ch.8 Witchcraft and the Evil Eye 

 
 

March 7 
 

 Lambek: 
- Ch.38 Filip De Boeck 2004. On Being Shege 

in Kinshasa: Children, the Occult and the 
Street (p.495-505) 

Student’s 
presentation 
 

Week 7  
March 11 

Pilgrimage Bowie: 
- Ch.9 Pilgrimage 
  Reader: 
- Sanne Derks 2009. Religious Materialization 

of Neoliberal Politics at the Pilgrim Site of 
Vergin Urkuiña in Bolivia (p.117-132). 

 
Student’s 
presentation 
 

March 14 Questions and 
Revision 

  

Week 8 
March 18 

 
Mid-term 
Examination 

  

March 22 No Class   
Week 9  
 

 
Mid-term Break 
 

  

 
Course schedule Part II Work in Progress 
Week 10 
April 1 
 

Religion in 
America 

Readings week 10: 
Lambek 2008: 

- Max Weber (1904) ‘The Protestant Ethic and 
the Spirit of Capitalism (pp.48-56)  

 

April 4 Research Paper   
Week 11  
April 8 

 
Capitalism and 
Colonialism 

Readings week 11: 
Lambek:  

- Ch.15 Marshall Sahlins 1976. Folk Dialectics 
of Nature and Culture (p.176-183)  

Deadline: 
Outline 
Research Paper 

April 11  - Ch.35 Michael Taussig 1977. The genesis of 
capitalism amongst a South American 
peasantry (p.447-463) 

Student’s 
presentations  
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Week 12  
April 15 

 Readings week 12: 
Lambek: 

- Ch.36 John and Jean Comaroff 1989. ‘The 
colonization of consciousness’ (p.464-78)  

 

April 18  
 

- Ch.37 Susan F. Harding 1987. ‘Convicted by 
the Holy Spirit: The Rhetoric of Fundamental 
Baptist Conversion’ (p.478-94) 

Student’s 
presentations 
 

Week 13  
April 22 

Easter Monday  
No Class 
 

  
 

April 25 Revitalization and 
Orthodoxies 
 

Readings week 13: 
Reader: 

- Yanfei Sun 2014. Popular Religion in Zhejiang 
Feminization, Bifurcation, and Buddhification 
(p.455–487). 

- Everett & Raminez 2015. Healing the Curse of 
the grosero Husband Women’s Health Seeking 
and Pentecostal Conversion in Oaxaca Mexico 
(p. 415–433) 

Student’s 
presentations 
 

Week 14  
April 29 

 Readings week 14: Final Deadline 
Research Paper 

Session 2 
May 2 

 
 

Reader:  
- Diana Wong & Peggi Levitt 2014. ‘Travelling 

Faiths and Migrant Religions: The Case of 
Circulating Models of Da’wa among the 
Tablighi Jamaat and Foguangshan in 
Malaysia.’ 

 
Student’s 
presentation 

Week 15 
Session 1 
May 6 
 

Questions / 
Revision  
Course 
Evaluation 

  
 

Session 2 
May 9 

 
 

Final Examination  
 

 

Week 16 
May 15 

No class 
 

  
 

May 18 No class 
 

  

 
 
VIII. General Instructional Objectives and Specific Student Learning Outcomes 
 

On completing the course, students will 
1. Understand the distinctiveness of cultural-anthropological concepts related to religion.   
2. Have a firm intellectual foundation in the principal fields of the anthropology of religion. 
3. Acquire an ability to analyze religious phenomena from the perspective of social science. 
4. Have awareness of the relations between modernization processes and religious expressions. 
5. Gain a wide-range of transferable academic skills.  

 
 

SLO1 - lecture, presentation, discussion, paper, exam 
SLO2 - lecture, presentation, discussion, paper, exam 
SLO3 - lecture, presentation, discussion, paper, exam 
SLO4 - lecture, presentation, discussion, paper, exam 
SLO5 - presentation, discussion, paper, exam 
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IX Appendix 
 

Assignments 
Student’s Presentations 
Students prepare two discussion sessions of each 50 minutes. 
Evaluation: 

1. Explanation (NO summary) 
a. About the chapter (Bowie); main authors / theories. 
b. Author(s) and context of the article, etc. (10%) 

2. Own example (15%) 
3. Relation to the course literature (15%)  
4. Relevant discussion questions;  

         Three (3) questions per chapter / per article (60%) 
Questions (40 %) 
Class discussion (20%) 

5. PowerPoint in Moodle / Workspaces. 
 

Research paper 
The general subject of the paper is of course religion and modernization, and specific topics are 
chosen on consultation with the instructor. 
 

- The topic of the research paper should be directly related to the course literature  
- Paper should have a clear question to be answered (argumentation). 
- Students conduct library (MyUU) research for this paper. 
- The topic has to be based on analyses of examples from social-scientific literature.  
- The paper should be theoretically grounded in literature studied and lectures given during the course. 
- The length of the final paper should be approximately 3000 words, typed one-and-a-half spaced.  
- The paper has a front page (title, name author, course, date etc.), and pages are numbered. 
- The references are according to SSC standards 

   

Assignments: 
 

I. Outline Research Paper (approximately 600 words, references not included) 
       1. What are you going to research? 
       2. Why are you going to study this particular topic (relevance)? 
       3. How are you going to study this particular topic (methods)? 
       4. Formulate a research question that can be answered 
 5. Sub-questions. 
       6. Supplemented by a list of relevant library-researched SSC literature 

Notice the difference between SSC literature (books, articles in academic journals) and 
sources (websites, journals etc.) 

 

II. Research Paper (approximately 2500 words) 
1. The paper has a clear research question that can be answered. 
2. The research is divided into sub-questions. 
3. The sub-questions are made operational / researchable. 
4. The sub-questions are the basis of argumentation in the research paper. 
5. The paper contains an introduction (300 words), and ends with a conclusion (300 words) that 

leads to a theoretical conclusion (i.e. the latter is not a summary of the paper). 
6. All assignments have to be put in Word, rule 1.5, and in time into mailed to: 

h.tak.ucr@analysis.urkund.com 
 

 

Schedule deadlines: 
- Friday, April 8: Outline Research Paper  
- Friday, May 1: Research Paper  

 

Assessment: 
- Research paper (30%) 

o Outline Research Paper (20%) 
o Research Paper (80%) 


