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AH-HIST 211; World Economic History 

Spring - 2019 

 

Classroom no: C-20 

Class times: TUE 08:45-10:45; FRI 13:45-15:45 

 

Instructor: Prof. dr. Arjan van Dixhoorn  

Email: a.vandixhoorn@ucr.nl  

Tel: - 

Office no. & location: 

Office hours: Tuesday afternoon 4-5pm & Friday 11am-12pm, always by appointment 

 

I. Track information 

This 200-level course is part of the History Track. Prerequisites: any 100-level (or higher level) 
course in History and SSC students with at least a 100-level in Economics. The course also 

prepares students for the 300-level World History Research Seminar (but is not a prerequisite) 

or any other 300-level research-intensive course in History. For more information on the 

History Track, see the track document available on the UCR intranet. 

II. Course description 

  

The 1700s-2000s witnessed the increased integration of pre-existing world economies into a 

global economic (capitalist and industrialized) system on the one hand (through processes of 

colonization and globalization), and of the rise of national economies (with national economic 

policies and economic sciences) on the other. Explaining how and why this happened is one of 

the major tasks that economic historians have set themselves. Starting in the late nineteenth 

century, they have found that these developments were driven by revolutionary developments 
in consumer behavior and in the labor, energy, and knowledge base of economies all around the 

globe. Any in-depth understanding of the state of the world requires an understanding of these 

previous developments, subsequent path dependencies, and parallel or divergent movements. 

 Economists study economies and economic change and might seem to have a monopoly 

on the topic of economic development. However, the study of economic change also has deep 

roots in the field of history which, since these two fields parted ways around 1900, differs from 

economics with less model-based and less quantitative (and less mathematical) approaches. The 

historical approach to economies is, if you like, in many (though not all) cases less ‘scientific’. 

This course aims to deepen our knowledge of and insight into the way historians deal with 

economies and with the field of economics. We will have a closer look at a wide variety of 

approaches and themes in economic history and the history of economic thought and policy. 

    

The course is reading, writing and research intensive. In the first half of the semester, we will 

focus on the making of economic history and important problems that define the field using a 

global or world historical perspective. In the second half of the semester, we will continue to 

study these problems in more depth, while students also work on their own research paper 

grounded in their interests, prior knowledge, and, depending on the topic, on available primary 

and/or secondary sources. The focus before and after the break will be on themes related to the 
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origins of capitalism and the rise of world economies in the long eighteenth century. In their 

papers students are invited to work on other problems in economic history from earlier or 

later times. The topics will be developed in consultation with supervisor and fellow students. 

In your research papers, you will work on a case that will be carefully located in time 

and space. You can think of writing on one of the following themes, for example:  

 investment, saving, and hoarding practices in the past;  

 the historical role of rights, privileges, monopolies;  

 the history of banking and investment practices and the role of bubbles;  

 entrepreneurship and management practices in the past;  

 the historical impact of taste and fashion on consumer behavior;  

 the commodification of ever-more aspects of life;  

 competition between countries, regions, cities, and businesses in the past;  

 how social relations and cultural and religious attitudes or ideas shaped 

economic behavior in the past;  

 the role of ethnicity, religion, gender and other forms of social/cultural difference 

in shaping economic behavior; 

 the role of trade agreements, tariffs, taxation, and the debates on free trade;  

 the economic importance and organization of skills, knowledge and technology;  

 the legal and practical aspects of the ownership and mobility of labor and capital; 

 the regional and inter-regional clustering and networking of businesses;  

 the role of the government or other big institutions in shaping economic life;  

 past ideas on (local, regional, national or even transnational) economic 

development: plans, projects, proposals; 

 the shift from a labor-intensive to an energy-intensive to a knowledge-intensive, 

from an agrarian, to an industrial to a post-industrial society; 

 relationships between immigration and economic development in the past. 

 

III. Study Load  

This course earns students four credits (equivalent to 7.5 ECTS). Students are expected to 

spend a total of 14 hours per week on the course, including class time.   
 

IV. Course materials 

 

No textbook will be used. 

 
Recommended reading: J.M. Swales and C.B. Feak, Academic Writing for Graduate Students (Ann 

Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2012). 

 
STUDENTS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ACQUIRING ALL ADDITIONAL READING INDIVIDUALLY. MOST OF THE 

COURSE’S ASSIGNED JOURNAL ARTICLES ARE AVAILABLE THROUGH UTRECHT UNIVERSITY’S ELECTRONIC 

JOURNAL SUBSCRIPTION. THE REMAINING BOOK CHAPTERS AND ARTICLES ARE AVAILABLE THROUGH THE 

ZEEUWSE BIBLIOTHEEK AND/OR OTHER LIBRARIES. IN ACCESSING READINGS, STUDENTS SHOULD ALSO MAKE 

USE OF PICARTA’S INTER-LIBRARY LOANS SYSTEM AND OTHER ONLINE SERVICES (E.G. GOOGLE BOOKS). SOME 

SOURCE MATERIAL INTENDED FOR CLASS READING WILL BE PROVIDED BY THE INSTRUCTOR. 

 



V. Course organization and requirements 

 

This course is subject to UCR academic rules and procedures. Both students and instructors 

are required to know and follow these rules and procedures. 

 
 
Class work & participation 

Class meetings at the beginning of the semester will focus on class discussions of articles and 

chapters from books by economic historians and/or historians of economic thought. Gradually, 

students will take charge of these discussions, and the focus will also increasingly move towards 

defining and developing the themes of your research paper. In the second half of the semester, 

meetings will be a mixture of class, intervision, and individual instruction. In class discussions of 

articles and chapters from books we will pay attention to reconstructing the argument, but also 

to the types of sources and data and the research methods used. 

 

We will visit the ZB Library, the Zeeuws Archief, and the Zeeuws Museum during the second 

half of the semester (if possible all on one Wednesday) to study their collections relevant to 

the economic history of the world and increase student’s awareness of the crucial importance 

(and fun) of the use of primary source material in the study of history. If possible (given class 

schedules) we will also visit the International Institute for Social History in Amsterdam (holding 

important collections in the history of Marxism and socialist movements, but also includes the 

collections of the NEHA, the Dutch Economic Historical Archives). 
 

Rules 

 

a) Class attendance is mandatory. It is important that you inform the instructor 

before class if you cannot attend due to illness or other urgent reasons. You will fail the 

course if you are absent more than six class meetings. 

b) Contact the instructor with questions about the course or your course work. 

Active engagement with the instructor, fellow-students and experts on your topic will 

have a positive effect on your participation grade and most likely on your other grades 

too. It is highly stimulated, and rewarded. 

c) Deadlines are deadlines. If you fail to hand in an assignment in time this will reflect in 

the grade for that assignment (you will lose 5% of the grade for every day that you are 

too late). Not handing in assignments or handing in assignments without proper 

references will lead to an F for the course. 

d) Check your email every day. Important messages will be sent by email. 

e) We do not use phones and computers or other electronic devices in class. 

f) We do not eat or drink (except for water) in class. 

 

VI. Assessment 

More specific details for assessments will be explained in separate guidelines on Moodle, and 

through comments on drafts of your writing. For deadlines, see the schedule below and 

updated schedules on Moodle. 

 



In this course you will engage in discussions, co-teach classes, and write a proposal and a 

final 4,500 word paper including references that will also be presented in class. 

 

Graded assessment: 

 

1) Participation (20%). Includes seminar-style engagement in discussions based on 

course readings (literature and sources) and other assignments. You should be able 

to voice an informed opinion on assigned readings and other assignments at 

all times. Continuous assessment of your performance in class, in project/focus groups 

and in individual meetings (also includes email exchanges with instructor). 

2) Co-teaching (10%). Later in the semester students will (twice) lead the class 

discussion on one article or book chapter (group work). 

3) Research proposal (20%). A 2,000 word proposal of your research theme, a brief 

discussion of the ‘status quaestiones’, your research question and method, use of 

sources/data; including references and a bibliography of at least 5 articles/books in 

(world) economic history. 
4) Research paper in the form of a scholarly article (40%). A 4,500 word research 

paper including references on a theme of your choice in world economic history based 

on the research proposal, using at least 15 articles/books. 

5) 15-minute presentation of the research paper in class (10%). 

 

Main criteria for assessing written assignments: 

 

 Written assignments will be assessed based on: 

o Relevance to the course; 

o the ability to define a topic; 

o originality of topic and thought; 

o critical nature of the interpretation of the sources and/or data; 

o quality of the argument; 

o correct use of English style and grammar;  

o the (academic) quality of the literature cited; 

o quality of the references and bibliography; 

o complexity of the chosen topic, and/or difficulty of the sources. 

 All papers should have proper references (the bibliographical details 
and relevant page or document numbers). References MUST be 

footnotes according to the examples of the Chicago manual of style 

(http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide/citation-

guide-1.html)  

 All written assignments should have a proper document name including: 

Your Surname(s) + Name of Assignment. 

 Class participation will be stimulated through various forms. It is graded as 
follows: A = always critically engaged and well-informed in class; B = engaged and 

informed in class; C = low levels of engagement, not well-informed: D/F = never 

engaged, and not informed at all. Positive contribution to the group dynamics will 

be part of the evaluation, but a high participation grade will be earned by 

taking part in discussions and showing a reflection of the reading. 

http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide/citation-guide-1.html
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VII. Course schedule  
 

Time Theme Required reading Assignments/Deadlines 

Week 1 

Session 1 

[29-01] 

What is (world) 

economic history? 

Clark, A Farewell to Alms, chapter 1.  

 

 

What is (world) economic 

history about and what 

are its main claims? How 

does it differ from 

economics?  

Week 1 

Session 2 

[01-02] 

 What is the history of 

(world) economic 

history? 

Louzek, “The Battle of Methods in 

Economics”.  
Where did economic 

history originate and in 

what (cultural and 

methodological) context, 

and how did it spread? 

Week 2 

Session 1 

[05-02] 

A closer look at the 

Methodenstreit. 

Strohmayer, "The Displaced, 

Deferred or Was It Abandoned 

Middle". 

 

Nardinelli and Meiners, “Schmoller, 

the Methodenstreit, and the 

Development of Economic History”. 

What was the 

Methodenstreit about and 

how did it result in the 

rise of economic history? 

Week 2 

Session 2 

[08-02] 

The difference between 

economic theory and 

economic history, and 

why it is relevant. 

Sombart “ Economic Theory and 

Economic History”. 

 

Solow, " Economic History and 

Economics". 

 

What is the difference 

between economic history 

and economics according 

to Sombart (1929) and 

Solow (1985)? How do 

their views differ? 

Week 3 

Session 1 

[12-02] 

Old Economic History. 

 

Hartwell, "Good Old Economic 

History". 

 

 

Define old economic 

history, where and by who 

was it practiced. 

Week 3 

Session 2 

[15-02] 

New Economic History Meiners and Nardinelli, "What Has 

Happened to the New Economic 

History?" 

 

Cochran, "Economic History, Old 

and New". 

Define new economic 

history, its aims and 

methods. When, where 

and why did it emerge? 

Week 4 

Session 1 

[19-02] 

Cliometrics in the study 

of the American Civil 

War. 

Ransom, "War and Cliometrics".  

Week 4 

Session 2 

[22-02] 

Institutions and 

economic history 1 

 

Co-teaching 

Pamuk, "Economic History, 

Institutions, and Institutional". 
 

Week 5 

Session 1 

[26-02] 

Institutions and 

economic history 2 

 

Co-teaching 

Hoffman, Postel-Vinay, Rosenthal, 

"What do Notaries do?". 
 

Week 5 

Session 2 

[01-03] 

The transition debates: 

capitalism 1 

 

Co-teaching 

Wallerstein, "Braudel on 

Capitalism". 

 

 



Week 6 

Session 1 

[05-03] 

The transition debates: 

capitalism 2 

 

Co-teaching 

Sabel, "Proto industry and the 

Problem of Capitalism as a 

Concept". 

Pitch research ideas 

based on thematic 

interest and interest in 

region and time period 

Week 6 

Session 2 

[08-03] 

The transition debates: 

capitalism 3 

 

Co-teaching 

Cohen, "Historical Sociology's 

Puzzle of the Missing Transitions". 

 

Howell, "Proto-Industrial Origins of 

Japanese Capitalism". 

 

Week 7 

Session 1 

[12-03] 

The transition debates: 

capitalism 4. Consumer 

culture 

 

Co-teaching 

Sewell, "The Empire Of Fashion And 

The Rise Of Capitalism". 

 
 

 

Week 7 

Session 2 

[15-03] 

NO CLASS 

Goedaert Conference 

  

Week 8 

Session 1 

[19-03] 

The transition debates: 

rise of the West and the 

Great divergence 

Goldstone, "The Rise of the West-

Or Not?"  

 

Duchesne, "Between Sinocentrism 

and Eurocentrism". 

 

Week 8 

Session 2 

[22-03] 

Historical development 

and economic thought 

Mueller, "Economic History and 

History of Economics". 
Draft research 

proposal 

[26-03] SPRING BREAK   

[29-03] SPRING BREAK   

Week 9 

Session 1 

[02-04] 

Comparing economic 

thought in the Dutch 

Republic and the 

Ottoman Empire 

 

Co-teaching 

Bulut, "Reconsideration of 

Economic Views of a Classical 

Empire and a Nation-State". 

 

Week 9 

Session 2 

[05-04] 

History of consumer 

culture: consumers in 

Qing China 

 

Co-teaching 

Finnane, "Chinese Domestic 

Interiors and ‘Consumer Constraint’  

in Qing China". 

Research proposal 

 

Week 10 

Session 1 

[09-04] 

Africa and economic 

history 

 

Co-teaching 

Hopkins, "The New Economic 

History of Africa". 
 

Week 10 

Session 2 

[12-04] 

Accounting history: the 

case of Korea 

 

Co-teaching 

Ho Jun and Lewis, “Accounting 

Techniques in Korea”. 
 

Week 11 

Session 1 

[16-04] 

The history of markets 

and globalization 

 

Co-teaching 

Dobado-González, Garciá-Hiernaux, 

"The Integration of Grain Markets in 

the Eighteenth Century". 

 



Week 11 

Session 2 

[19-04] 

The stock market and 

(non-)rational economic 

behavior 

 

Co-teaching 

Carruthers, "Homo Economicus and 

Homo Politicus" 
 

Week 12 

Session 1 

[23-04] 

The history of labor: 

1 African slavery in the 

Americas 

2 The labor force of the 

VOC 

 

Co-teaching 

Eltis, “Europeans and the Rise and 

Fall of African Slavery”. 

 

Lucassen, "A Multinational and Its 

Labor Force". 

 

Week 12  

Session 2 

[26-04] 

Intellectual property 

and the economy. 

 

Guest lecture: Daniël van 

Hemert  

Mokyr, “Intellectual Property 

Rights”. 
Draft research 

paper/introduction 

Week 13 

Session 1 

[30-04] 

History and the end of 

capitalism. 

 

Co-teaching 

Mann, "The end of capitalism?". 
 

 

Week 13 

Session 2 

[03-05] 

History and the laws of 

capitalism 

 

Co-teaching 

Acemoglu and Robinson, "The Rise 

and Decline of General Laws of 

Capitalism". 

 

Week 14 

Session 1 

[07-05] 

Presentations   

Week 14 

Session 2 

[10-05] 

Presentations   

Week 15 

Session 1 

[14-05] 

Presentations   

Week 15 

Session 2 

[17-05] 

Concluding session  Research paper 

 

 

VIII. Student learning outcomes 

 

Students who have taken World Economic History will have: 

1) drawn on prior knowledge in history and economics reflecting on the use and relevance 

of historical knowledge in our understanding of economic developments since the 1700s;  

2) acquired an emerging understanding of the history of economic history and the (reasons 

and relevance of) the divergence of history and economics since the 1900s; 

3) acquired an emerging understanding of approaches and themes in the study of the history 

of early modern and modern economies from a global perspective; 

4) learnt to discuss their readings and research with fellow students and the instructor; 



5) learnt to use their own interests and prior knowledge and skills to develop a research 

project using the work of economic (and other) historians and (some) primary source 

material (which can include work by economists or econometrists); 

6) acquired more experience in writing a larger research paper based on original research;  

7) acquired more experience in discussing their work with fellow students, instructor, and 

experts and in presenting the results of their research in class for an interested audience. 

 

Students will work on these learning outcomes throughout the course. Taken together, by the 

end of the semester, students will have further developed their abilities to create and execute a 

research project and work together with fellow-researchers; they will have perfected their 

skills in writing a research paper and in presenting their work to an interested audience. 
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