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AH-HIST 113; Introduction to History 

Spring - 2019 

 

Classroom no: C19 

Class times: TUE 13:45-15:45 FRI 16:00-18:00 

Instructor: Prof. dr. Arjan van Dixhoorn  

Email: a.vandixhoorn@ucr.nl  

Tel: - 

Office no. & location: 

Office hours: Tuesday, 4-5pm & Friday, 11am-12pm, always by appointment 

 

I. Track information 

This 100-level course is part of the History Track. There are no prerequisites for taking this 
course. For more information on the History Track, see the track document available on the 

UCR intranet. 

II. Course description 

  

How tourism changed the world 

Over the course of 30 millennia, in close interaction with animals and plants, humans have 

deeply changed themselves and the biospheres into which they migrated. With the rise of 

history as a discipline in the 19th century, its specialists at universities, research institutes, 

archives, museums, and libraries, have focused on the study of sedentary societies that were ‘in 

the process of civilization’. Most of these specialists had a particular interest in nation states and 

their political, cultural, and economic histories. For many reasons, they were less interested in 

the lives of ordinary people and their mobility beyond the eyes of the fixed institutions of states 

and their servants. Since the 1960s in particular, economic, cultural, and social historians have 
become much more interested in ordinary people and their daily lives; and in forces operating 

beyond the political or the highly civilized spheres of life. This course follows these trends and 

de-centers the nation state in favor of other spatial, economic, or cultural configurations and 

patterns in human behavior that contributed to the rise of the modern world. 

Focusing on the history of tourism, a complex feature of modern life that transcends 

many boundaries, the course aims to introduce students to the historical method and the idea of 

modernity as a way to understand how human action has changed the world in revolutionary 

ways. We will take a careful look at the highly symbiotic relationship between the tourist 

industry and the making (and commodification) of modern national, regional, and local societies, 

cultures, identities, and economies from the early 19th century until today. The increasing 

scripting of tourist behavior and the commodification of experiences clashed with a growing 

urge for purity and authenticity. Tourism also deeply influenced social and gender relations, 

race relations, and in general the sense of self both among tourists and in tourist destinations. 

We will investigate the claim of historians of tourism who have argued that with the rise 

of an industrial, more affluent society in the 19th and 20th centuries, the elite traveler of the past 

turned into the mass tourist of today. The rise of new leisure and travel cultures had a deep 

impact on the natural environment, local and regional economies, infrastructures, and heritage 

preservation; it gave rise to food and souvenir industries; stimulated historical research and 
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folklorism, the making of travel guides and maps, the organization of leisure activities and 

spectacles, and new ways of looking at land- and cityscapes (with the development of outdoor 

painting, photography, and film, and more recently, digital media). The growth of tourist culture 

also intertwined with sports cultures, youth culture and the music industry (festivals).  

This course is reading, writing and research intensive. Using the history of tourism as an 

example, this course will introduce you to the richness and diversity of the various academic 

approaches to the study of history that exist today. You will read up on the most recent work 

(secondary sources) by historians of tourism, but you will also do your own research using 

source material from the past. Through field work and guest lectures by historians and 

specialists of tourism you will learn how studying the past can enrich and deepen your 

understanding of modern society. 

 

III. Study Load  

This capstone earns students four credits (equivalent to 7.5 ECTS). Students are expected to 

spend a total of 14 hours per week on the course, including class time.   

 
IV. Course materials 

 

This course does not use a textbook. 

 
STUDENTS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ACQUIRING ALL ADDITIONAL READING INDIVIDUALLY. MOST OF THE 

COURSE’S ASSIGNED JOURNAL ARTICLES ARE AVAILABLE THROUGH UTRECHT UNIVERSITY’S ELECTRONIC 

JOURNAL SUBSCRIPTION. THE REMAINING BOOK CHAPTERS AND ARTICLES ARE AVAILABLE THROUGH THE 

ZEEUWSE BIBLIOTHEEK AND/OR OTHER LIBRARIES. IN ACCESSING READINGS, STUDENTS SHOULD ALSO MAKE 

USE OF PICARTA’S INTER-LIBRARY LOANS SYSTEM AND OTHER ONLINE SERVICES (E.G. GOOGLE BOOKS). SOME 

SOURCE MATERIAL INTENDED FOR CLASS READING WILL BE PROVIDED BY THE INSTRUCTOR. 

 

V. Course organization and requirements 

 

This course is subject to UCR academic rules and procedures. Both students and instructors 

are required to know and follow these rules and procedures. 

 
Class work & participation 

Class meetings at the beginning of the semester will focus on class discussions of articles and 

chapters from books by historians and other scholarly students of tourism. Gradually, students 

will take charge of these discussions, and the focus will also increasingly move towards defining 

and developing the themes of your mid-term and final papers. 

 

We will visit the ZB Library, the Zeeuws Archief, the Zeeuws Museum and we will visit historic 

sites in Middelburg related to its tourism history (and if schedules permit the town of Domburg 

and maybe Bruges) to study spaces, collections, artefacts and institutions relevant to the history 

of tourism and increase student’s awareness of the link between history, heritage, identity and 

tourism, and the crucial importance (and fun) of the use of primary source material in the study 

of history.  

 

 

 



 

Rules 

 

a) Class attendance is mandatory. It is important that you inform the instructor 

before class if you cannot attend due to illness or other urgent reasons. You will fail the 

course if you are absent more than six class meetings. 

b) Contact the instructor with questions about the course or your course work. 

Active engagement with the instructor, fellow-students and experts on your topic will 

have a positive effect on your participation grade and most likely on your other grades 

too. It is highly stimulated, and rewarded. 

c) Deadlines are deadlines. If you fail to hand in an assignment in time this will reflect in 

the grade for that assignment (you will lose 5% of the grade for every day that you are 

too late). Not handing in assignments or handing in assignments without proper 

references will lead to an F for the course. 

d) Check your email every day. Important messages will be sent by email. 

e) We do not use phones and computers or other electronic devices in class. 
f) We do not eat or drink (except for water) in class. 

 

VI. Assessment 

More specific details for assessments will be explained in separate guidelines on Moodle, and 

through comments on drafts of your writing. For deadlines, see the schedule below and 

updated schedules on Moodle. 

 
In the course you will engage in discussions of the literature and primary sources, co-

teach a class, and write a 2,000 word mid-term paper based on the literature discussed 

in class, a 1,000 word proposal, a 1,500 word draft introduction, and a final 3,000 word 

paper including references based on your own research project that will also be 

presented in class. 

 

Graded assessments: 

 

1) Participation (15%). Includes seminar-style engagement in discussions based on 

course readings (literature and sources) and other assignments. You should be able 

to voice an informed opinion on assigned readings and other assignments at 

all times. Continuous assessment of your performance in class, in project/focus groups 

and in individual meetings (also includes email exchanges with instructor). 

2) Co-teaching (10%). Students will lead the discussions on one article or book chapter 

during one class meeting (group work). 

3) Mid-term paper (15%). A 2,000 word review-type paper based on the literature 

discussed in class on the historical link between tourism and modernity. 

4) Research proposal (10%). A 1,000 word proposal of your research theme, a brief 

discussion of the ‘status quaestiones’, method, sources/data, including references and a 

bibliography of 5-7 articles/books. The paper should be partly based on one or more 

primary sources (tourist guides or travel logs/books). 

5) Draft introduction of the research paper (10%), a 1,500 word introduction and 

first part of the paper, based on 4, see 6. 



6) Research paper in the form of a scholarly article (30%), 3,000 word paper 

including references on a theme of your choice from the history of tourism but using 

travel literature and/or tourist guides as a primary source and based on your research 

project outlined in the proposal and draft introduction. 

7) 15-minute presentation of the research paper in class (10%). 

 

Main criteria for assessing written assignments: 

 

 Written assignments will be assessed based on: 
o Relevance to the course; 

o the ability to define a topic; 

o originality of topic and thought; 

o critical nature of the interpretation of the sources and/or data; 

o quality of the argument; 

o correct use of English style and grammar;  

o the (academic) quality of the literature cited; 

o quality of the references and bibliography; 

o complexity of the chosen topic, and/or difficulty of the sources. 

 All papers should have proper references (bibliographical details and 

relevant page or document numbers). References MUST be footnotes 

according to the Chicago manual of style 

(http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide/citation-

guide-1.html)  

 All written assignments should have a proper document name including: 

Your Surname(s) + Name of Assignment. 

 Class participation will be stimulated through various forms. It is graded as 

follows: A = always critically engaged and well-informed in class; B = engaged and 

informed in class; C = low levels of engagement, not well-informed: D/F = never 

engaged, and not informed at all. Positive contribution to the group dynamics will 

be part of the evaluation, but a high participation grade will only be 
earned by taking part in discussions and showing a thoughtful 

reflection of the reading. 
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VII. Course schedule  
Time Theme Required reading Assignments/Deadlines 

Week 1 

Session 

1 [29-

01] 

Introduction E. Waller, Through the Gates of The 

Netherlands (Boston: Little, Brown, and 

Company, 1907), 285-320. 

https://archive.org/details/cu31924014674

075 

 

 

Read the 3 chapters from 

her travel book and find 

more information on E. 

Waller. What did she 

think of Zeeland and of 

Middelburg in particular?  

 

Plus, try to find out who 

she was. 

Week 1 

Session 

2 [01-

02] 

What is history and 

why should it be 

studied? 

Kalela, Making History, ix-49. What main points does 

Kalela make about the 

historians and the way 

they deal with the past? 

Week 2 

Session 

1 

[05-02] 

What is the history 

of tourism 1? 

Cross and Walton, The Playful Crowd, vii-

58. 
Read the text and figure 

out if and if so how it 

deals with the history of 

tourism. 

Week 2 

Session 

2 

[08-02] 

What is tourism? Enzensberger, ‘A Theory of Tourism’. 

 

Gemünden, ‘Introduction to 

Enzensberger's "A Theory of Tourism"’. 

Explain Enzensberger’s 

theory. How old is it? Is it 

still relevant? How do you 

think that historians must 

deal with such an article? 

Week 3 

Session 

1 

[12-02] 

What is the history 

of tourism 2? 

Berghoff and Korte, “Britain and the 

Making of Modern Tourism” and Walton, 

“British Tourism”. 

What is the role of Britain 

in the history of tourism? 

Week 3 

Session 

2 

[15-02] 

Why study (the 

history of) tourism? 

Urry, The Tourist Gaze, introduction. What is the “tourist 

gaze”? Why is tourism 

important?  

Week 4 

Session 

1 

[19-02] 

How to study the 

history of tourism 1? 

Buzard, The Beaten Track, 1-47. What is the beaten track, 

and how is the idea key in 

Buzard’s method? Does 

he believe in a difference 

between tourists and 

travelers? 

Week 4 

Session 

2 

[22-02] 

How to study the 

history of tourism 2? 

Buzard, The Beaten Track, 47-79. What was the role of 

institutions in the making 

of modern tourism? 

Week 5 

Session 

1 

[26-02] 

Tourism, Heritage 

and History. 

Herbert, “Heritage Places, Leisure and 

Tourism”. 
Based on this text, can 

you define the relationship 

between tourism, 

heritage, and history? 

Week 5 

Session 

2 

[01-03] 

History of tourism 

and modernity. 

Zuelow, A History of Modern Tourism, 

introduction. 
What is the link between 

tourism (its history), and 

the modern world? 

https://archive.org/details/cu31924014674075
https://archive.org/details/cu31924014674075


Week 6 

Session 

1 

[05-03] 

Institutions of 

tourism and sources 

for the history of 

tourism. 

Zuelow, A History of Modern Tourism, 

chapter 5. 
Mid-term paper draft 

 

What is the role of 

guidebooks in tourism and 

what is their use in the 

history of tourism? 

Week 6 

Session 

2 

[08-03] 

Tourism and change Saunders, “The changing face of Nassau”. 

 
How did tourism change 

Nassau in the 1920s and 

1930s? 

Week 7 

Session 

1 

[12-03] 

Studying of the 

history of tourism. 

Engerman, “A research agenda”. How does Engerman 

define the research 

agenda and what would 

you add given our 

readings so far? 

Week 7 

Session 

2 

[15-03] 

NO CLASS 

Goedaert 

Conference 

Students are invited to attend the 

conference or parts of the program 

which takes place from March, 14-16. 

 

Week 8 

Session 

1 

[19-03] 

Zeeuws Archief 

Sources of tourism 

history 1 

Koshar, “What Ought to be Seen”. What main sources for 

tourism history can you 

identify in Koshar’s text? 

Week 8 

Session 

2 

[22-03] 

ZB Library 

Sources of tourism 

history 2 

Corkery and Bailey, "Lobster is Big in 

Boston". 
Mid-term paper 

 

What main sources for 

tourism history can you 

identify in Corkery and 

Bailey’s text? 

[26-03] SPRING BREAK   

[29-03] SPRING BREAK   

Week 9 

Session 

1 

[02-04] 

Zeeuws Museum 

Sources of tourism 

history 3 

Tickner, “Vanessa Bell”. What main sources for 

tourism history can you 

identify in Tickner’s text? 

Week 9 

Session 

2 

[05-04] 

Undergraduate 

research at UCR 

 

Guest-lecture by Dr 

Esfaind Daneshvar 

Blanker, “Tourist Office in Middelburg”. 

 

Navarro Garcia, “Victor Hugo”. 

 

Week 

10 

Session 

1 

[09-04] 

Sources and 

methods 1. 

 

Co-teaching 

Borocz, "Travel-Capitalism". Draft research 

proposal 

 

What sources does 

Borocz use, how, and how 

do they relate to the 

article’s argument? 

Week 

10 

[12-04] 

Sources and 

methods 2. 

 

Ruoff, “Japanese Tourism”.  

 
 

What sources does Ruoff 

use, how, and how do 



Co-teaching they relate to the article’s 

argument? 

Week 

11 

Session 

1 

[16-04] 

Sources and 

methods 3. 

 

Co-teaching 

Schroeder, "strangers in every port". What sources does 

Schroeder use, how, and 

how do they relate to the 

article’s argument? 

Week 

11 

Session 

2 

[19-04] 

NO CLASS  Research proposal 

Week 

12 

Session 

1 

[23-04] 

Sources and 

methods 4. 

Lepovitz, "Pilgrims, Patients, and 

Painters". 

 

What sources does 

Lepovitz use, how, and 

how do they relate to the 

article’s argument? 

Week 

12  

Session 

2 

[26-04] 

Sources and 

methods 5. 

 

Co-teaching 

Furlough, "Making Mass Vacations". What sources does 

Furlough use, how, and 

how do they relate to the 

article’s argument? 

Week 

13 

Session 

1 

[30-04] 

Sources and 

methods 6. 

 

Co-teaching 

Bosworth, “Tourist Planning in Fascist 

Italy”.  

 

Draft introduction 

 

What sources does 

Bosworth use, how, and 

how do they relate to the 

article’s argument? 

Week 

13 

Session 

2 

[03-05] 

Tourism history as a 

source of tourism. 

 

Kampevold Larsen, “Global Tourism 

Practices as Living Heritage”. 

 

 

Week 

14 

Session 

1 

[07-05] 

History, tourism and 

place branding. 

 

Guest-lecture by Dr. 

Gerard van Keken. 

Van Keken and Go, “Close Encounters”. Formulate questions and 

responses to the article. 

Week 

14 

Session 

2 

[10-05] 

Presentations   

Week 

15 

Session 

1 

[14-05] 

Presentations   

Week 

15 

Presentations  Final paper 



[17-05] 

 

VIII. Student learning outcomes 

 

Students who have taken Introduction to History will have: 

1) acquired a first understanding of the various approaches in history, and of the central role 
of the idea of modernity in the discipline, through the prism of tourism; 

2) acquired an emerging knowledge of the relationship between tourism, heritage, memory, 

identity, sense of place, and the study of history; 

3) developed an understanding of the interdisciplinary nature of the study of history; 

4) deepened their understanding of the role of primary, secondary, and tertiary sources in 

the academic study of history; 

5) deepened their knowledge of the various institutions that are relevant to the preservation 

and dissemination of historical knowledge; 

6) deepened their insights in the relevance and potential uses of the critical study of history 

for our understanding of today’s world; 

7) developed their heuristic skills in using databases, libraries, archives, museums to identify 

sources; 

8) learnt to develop ideas and historical arguments orally and in writing;  

9) learnt to define a research project and write a research paper partly based on primary 

source material; 

10) discussed their work with students and instructor and have presented their work in class 

for an interested audience. 

 

Students will work on these learning outcomes throughout the course. Taken together, by the 

end of the semester, students will have further developed their abilities to create and execute a 

research project and work together with fellow-researchers; they will have advanced their skills 

in writing a larger research paper and in orally presenting their work. 
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