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Classroom no: 14 

Class times: Monday 8:45-10:45  and Thursday 13:45-15:45 

 

Instructor: Dr. Hans Bloemsma 

Email: h.bloemsma@ucr.nl 

Office no. & location: F 2.04 (Franklin second floor) 

Office hours: appointments to be arranged in class or by e-mail 

 

 

I. Track information 

a) Prerequisites for this course:  

AH-ARTH 101 Introduction to Art History  

 Any other AH 100-level course (with instructor’s permission) 

b) This course serves as prerequisite for:  

AH-ARTH 301 Interpreting Modern Art 

AH-ARTH 302 Rome and the Classical Tradition 

AH-ARTH 304 Topics in Art History 

 

For further information about the track, please see the track document available on the UCR 

intranet. 

 

 

II. Course description 

 

This course is dedicated to the paintings, sculptures, and architecture created in Italy during the 

Renaissance. At this pivotal time, artists, scholars and philosophers were rediscovering the 

riches of Greco-Roman antiquity, closely observing the world around them and re-evaluating 

mankind’s place in it, while creating many of the political, social, economic, scientific and 

religious structures which shaped modern Europe. Along with a survey of the most important 

works of art of the period, the course will introduce students to the most important topics and 

debates in the field of Renaissance art. Among the major artists to be studied are: Donatello, 

Masaccio, Botticelli, Leonardo, Michelangelo, and Raphael. 

 

 

 

III.  Study Load  

This course earns students four credits (equivalent to 7.5 ECTS). The class meets twice a week 

for two hours. Preparation time is approximately 10 hours per week.   
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IV. Course materials 

a) Required books and literature: 

 Stephen J. Campbell and Michael W. Cole, A New History of Italian Renaissance Art, 
London: Thames & Hudson, 2012 

 Michael W. Cole, Sixteenth-Century Italian Art (Blackwell Anthologies in Art History), 

Oxford: Blackwell Publishing, 2006 

 Supplementary reading (chapters, journal articles, etc.) as indicated per session. 

 

N.B.  Students should be informed that they are responsible for acquiring all assigned 
reading individually. The course’s main texts are all available for purchase from De 

Drvkkery. In addition, many of the course’s assigned journal articles are available via Utrecht 

University’s electronic journal subscription. The remaining book chapters and articles are 

available through the Zeeuwse Bibliotheek and/or other libraries. In accessing readings, 

students should also make use of Picarta’s inter-library loans system and other online 

services (e.g., Google Books). 

 

 

V. Course organization and requirements 

a. General format of class meetings: This is a seminar course and the emphasis will be 

on class discussion of the readings. Class meetings will consist primarily of student-led 

teaching and learning activities, including group work and discussion, and student 

presentations. 

b. Attendance: Attendance is mandatory. Students who must miss class due to 

extenuating circumstances must inform the instructor and the tutor of their absence 

and of the reason for their absence, preferably in advance. Students who miss more than 

7 classes will receive an automatic F for the course. Also note that students are 

expected to be in class for the full two hours during which class is scheduled. Train 

schedules, weekend plans and etc. do not constitute reasons for arriving late in class or 

for being dismissed early from class.  

c. Reading/preparation: Students are expected to have prepared well for the class; this 

includes completing all assigned reading and any other scheduled or assigned tasks. 

Students should ensure that they have access to the required additional readings well in 

advance of the sessions in which they are discussed. In-class discussion will be student-

led: completing the assigned reading will be essential to your ability to participate in class 

activities and discussion. Where a student is repeatedly unable to satisfactorily 

contribute to in-class discussion or activities the student will automatically lose value 

from his/her final grade. 

d. Participation: Class participation is required and includes active participation in 

discussions and group activities (see especially the guidelines on student presentations 
for this course, to be handed out as a separate sheet). Unsatisfactory class participation 

(including missed classes) may result in a student being dismissed from the classroom for 

the duration of a lesson and will furthermore affect your final grade. 

e. Course materials: There are two textbooks for this course. All students are expected 

to purchase both texts. Additional readings have also been assigned for some sessions of 
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the course (please consult schedule for details). The correct textbook and any 

additional reading that has been assigned must be brought to every class, unless 

otherwise indicated. Repeated failure to bring the necessary texts will be noted and will 

result in an automatic grade deduction. Note that laptops are not permitted to be used 

in class at any time, unless otherwise specified, except in cases of documented special 

needs; therefore, students must purchase or otherwise obtain hard copies of the texts 

and bring these to class.  

f. Deadlines: all written work is due (1) on workspaces and (2) in hard copy at the start 

of class on the due date specified. No exceptions will be made to this rule. Written 

work that is late loses 5 marks per day (e.g. a grade of 90 becomes an 85, an 85 

becomes an 80, etc.). Work will be considered late by one day if it is submitted anytime 

after the start of class (including during the break). Late work will be accepted according 

to this policy up to a maximum of 5 working days after the due date. If you miss the 

deadline by 5 working days, this will automatically result in a fail for the assignment. 

g. Extensions and alternative testing arrangements: extensions will not be granted 

for any written work nor will alternative arrangements be made for any missed 
presentations or exams except in the case of extenuating circumstances (e.g. serious 

illness, bereavement, etc.). Colds and other minor health complaints will not normally 

constitute extenuating circumstances. All requests for extensions must be requested in 

advance and in writing (i.e. by email). Requests for extensions made on the due date or 

the day of testing will not be considered, except in very unusual circumstances (e.g. a 

serious emergency on the day the paper is due or the day the quiz is held). Requests for 

extensions will be treated on a case-by-case basis -- please do not assume that your 

request will be granted. Computer/printer/internet failure will not be considered 

adequate grounds for an extension under any circumstances. 

h. Submitting written work: Unless otherwise instructed, all written work must be 

submitted (1) in hard copy at the start of class and (2) via Moodle . All written work 

submitted to Moodle will be automatically checked for plagiarism. Assignments which 

are not uploaded to Moodle will be considered unsubmitted and will not be marked. 

Any power point files used in presentations must also be submitted to Moodle.  

i. Format of written work: written work must be typed and double-spaced on one side 

of the page only. Please use standard margins (2.5-3.5 cm) and Times New Roman font, 

size 12. All work must be documented according to the accepted MLA or APA 

guidelines (you decide but be consistent).Where work contains errors in referencing, 

points will always be deducted. 

j. Policy on computer and phone use in class: laptops are allowed merely for taking 

notes. Taking notes by hand contributes more to your learning, and is recommended. 

Students who are seen to use their laptop for other electronic communications will not 

be allowed to work on them next time. Mobile phones and other devices which connect 

to the internet must not be used in class. If you are seen using these devices you will be 

required to hand in your device at the start of class every session from that point. For 

the sake of sustainability, articles can be taken to class digitally.  

k. Course schedule: the schedule below may need to be adjusted during the course of 

the semester to accommodate the schedules of guest lecturers, or in the case of 

instructor illness or other unforeseen situations.  
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l. Special needs: students with documented learning disabilities or special needs should 

make their needs known to the instructor at the start of the course. 

m. Plagiarism is a serious academic offence which carries heavy sanctions. Acquaint 

yourself with the UCR Plagiarism Policy (see your Student Handbook).  

n. Procedures for communication: email is the preferred method of communication 

outside of class hours.  

 

This course is subject to UCR academic rules and procedures. Both students and instructors 

are required to know and follow these rules and procedures. 

 

 

 

VI. Assessment 

a) Components and percentage of final grade 

 

 Mid-term Examination       25% 

 Final Examination         25% 

 Group presentation          15% 

 Term paper proposal & work in progress report (including bibliography) 10% 

 Term paper (including presentation)      25% 
 

 

Failing to complete one of these elements means you do not get any credits for this course. 

 

 

b) Grading criteria  

All assignments are graded according to guidelines outlined in the UCR Grading Policy. 

Detailed guidelines for each of the components above will be given and will specify exactly 

how this applies to each individual component. But, in brief:  

 Exams will test students’ knowledge of the texts and of discussions arising from these in 

class. Exam questions will be the same as or closely derived from questions used to 

guide student learning in class throughout the course (for the second half of the course 

questions may result from group presentations). Students will be graded on how well 

they can explain, draw links between and critically evaluate the course material.  

 Group presentations: students will present in groups on material scheduled for study for 
a particular session. Presentations will primarily be graded on how well students (1) 

summarize the content of the material (2) engage with the class (3) critically reflect on 

what they have read. Also considered will be students’ ability to present using an 

acceptable scholarly register. Complete guidelines will be provided.  

 Term paper proposal and WIP report: guidelines for content and structure will be 

provided in class. Proposals will consist of a brief description of the topic, a set of 

research questions and an annotated bibliography. Reports will consist of a thesis 

statement, a brief description of the academic relevance of the topic, the methods used, 

and the main arguments of the paper. Also, students have to compile an exhaustive 
research bibliography. The purpose of the research bibliography is to demonstrate the 

awareness of previous research on your topic. 
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 Term paper. Detailed guidelines for content and structure will be provided in class. 

Students are expected to work on one individually researched term paper. The topic is 

determined in consultation with the instructor. The paper should be 3000-words long 

and appropriately referenced.  
 

  

 

VII. Course schedule  

 

Time Topics to be 

discussed 

Course material 

used 

Assignments and 

assessment  

Week 1 

Session 1  

January 38 

Introduction  Guidelines for  

Group presentations 

distributed  
 

 

Week 1 

Session 2  

January 31 

‘Defining’ the 

Renaissance 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Campbell and Cole 

Introduction (10-15) 

 
Lorenzo Ghiberti, 

Commentaries 

(excerpts) 

Giorgio Vasari, Lives 

(excerpts)  

 

Guidelines for  

term paper distributed  

 

Week 2 

Session 1 

February 4 

The Trecento Inheritance 

 

 

Campbell and Cole 

Ch. 1 (18-47) 

 

 

Week 2 
Session 2 

February 7 

Campanilism and 
Competition 

 

Campbell and Cole 
Ch. 2 (50-67), Ch. 3 

(72-82) & Ch. 4 (90-

101) 

 

Group presentation 1: 
The Competion for the 

Baptistery Doors (58-

59) 

 

Week 3 
Session 1 

February 11 

Perspective and Its 
Discontents 

 

 

Campbell andCole 
Ch. 4 (101-109), Ch. 5 

(112-129) 

 

Group presentation 2: 
Masaccio’s Brancacci 

chapel (101-102) 

 

Week 3 

Session 2 
February 14 

Palace and Church 

 
 

Campbell and Cole: 

Ch. 6 (132-158), Ch. 7 
(176-182; 186-188; 

194-201) 

 

 

Group presentation 3: 

Donatello’s David (150-
152)  
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Week 4 

Session 1  

February 18 

What is Naturalism? 

 

 

Campbell and Cole: 

Ch. 9 (234-255), Ch. 

10 (275-283),  

 

Group presentation 4: 

Botticelli’s Primavera 

(253-4)  

 

Term paper: hand in 

proposal [including 

annotated bibliography] 

 

Week 4 

Session 2  

February 21 

From the Margins to the 

Center 

 

 

Campbell and Cole: 

Ch. 11 (286-323) 

 

Group presentation 5: 

Leonardo’s Last Supper 

(318-20) 

 

 

Week 5 

Session 1  

February 25 

The Heroic Body and Its 

Alternatives  

 

Campbell and Cole: 

Ch. 12 (326-361) 

 

 

Group presentation 6: 

Michelangelo’s David 

(327-9)  

 

Week 5 

Session 2  

February 28 

Raphael: The Workshop 

and the “School” 

 

 

 

Campbell and Cole: 

Ch. 13 (372-403) 

 

 

 

Group presentation 7: 

Raphael: Sala dei Psiche 

(374) 

 

Week 6 

Session 1 

March 4 

 

The Loss of the Center 

 

Campbell and Cole: 

Ch. 14 (410-422; 433-

435), Ch. 15 (447-

463) 

 

 

Group presentation 8: 

Michelangelo’s New 

Sacristy (447-450)  

 

Week 6 

Session 2 

March 7 

 

Reform Tendencies 

 

Campbell and Cole: 

Ch. 18 (524-531; 544-

552) 

 

 

Week 7 

Session 1  

March 11 

Review session   

Week 7 

Session 2  

March  14 

MIDTERM 

EXAMINATION 

 

  

Week 8 

Session 1 

March 18 

Pagan Mysteries I 

 

Introduction, 

Buddensieg & 

Thoenes in: Cole, pp. 

1-39 
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Week 8 

Session 2 

March 21 

Nature & Artifice 

 

Kemp & Morel in: 

Cole, pp. 89-134 

 

See also: Campbell 

and Cole, pp. 586-9. 

 

 

Term paper: Hand in 

Work-in-process 

report. 

 

 SPRING BREAK 

March 25-29 

 

  

Week 9 

Session 1 

April 1 

Figures and Bodies  

 

Cropper & Steinberg 

in: Cole, pp. 169-182 

& 196-215 

 

See also: Campbell 

and Cole, pp. 474-5. 

 

 

Week 9 

Session 2 

April 4 

The Artist Burry & Collareta in: 

Cole, pp. 243-5 & 

275-300  

 

Week 10 

Session 1  

April 8  

Reformations I 

 

De Tolnay & Nagel in: 

Cole, pp. 303-367 

 

See also Campbell and 

Cole, pp. 472: -474. 

 

 

Week 10 

Session 2  

April 11 

Reformations II 

 

Ackerman & Dempsey 

in: Cole, pp. 368-402 

 

See also: Campbell 

and Cole, pp. 529-31 

& 590-6. 

 

 

Week 11 

Session 1 

April  15 

No class (HB at 

conference) 

 

 

 

Week 11 

Session 2 

April 18 

No class  (HB at 

conference) 

 

 

  

Week 12 

Session 1 

No Class – Easter 

Monday 

  



AH-ARTH 202 ITALIAN RENAISSANCE ART 

April  22  

 

 

Week 12 

Session 2 

April 25 

 

Review session 

Week 13 

Session 1 

April 29 

FINAL EXAMINATION 

Week 13 

Session 2 

May 2 

Individual presentations  

Week 14 

Session 1  

May 6 

Individual presentations 

Week 14 

Session 2  

May 9 

Individual presentations 

Week 15 

Session 1 
May 13 

Individual presentations 

Week 15  

Friday 

May 16 

Hand in final version of term paper. Deadline: 17:00 

 

 

 

 

VIII. Student learning outcomes 

   

 

Period Teaching activities Student is able to do 

Period 1  

(Weeks 1, 2, 3)  

Student presentations;  

student-led teaching with 

guided questions; group work. 

SLO 1: Effectively contribute to student-

led, group-based learning  

SLO 2: Find and assess scholarly sources  

SLO 3: Develop and deliver group 

presentations on course material 

(presentations)  

SLO 4: Refine skills in academic 

presenting  

SLO 5: Become comfortable using 

appropriate, discipline-specific 

metalanguage in academic presenting  

SLO 6: Understand the origins of 

Renaissance art history 
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Period 2  

(Weeks 4,5, 6)  

Student presentations;  

student-led teaching with 

guided questions; group work. 

SLO 1,2, 3, 4, 5  

SLO 7: Understand developments in early 

Renaissance art   

SLO 8: (Begin to) draw links between 

developments in different and 

geographical locations  

SLO 9: (Begin to) understand the 

relationship between developments and 

art and other aspects of Renaissance 

culture.   

SLO 10: (Begin to) think critically about 

the history of Italian Renaissance art  

Period 3  

(Weeks 6, 7)  

Student presentations;  

student-led teaching with 

guided questions; group work. 

Mid-term exam.  

SLO 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10  

SLO 11: Understand developments in 

High Renaissance art   

SLO 12: Show understanding of material 

covered in the first half of the semester 

(by way of a written exam)  

Period 4  

(Weeks 8-12)  

Student-led teaching with 

guided questions; group work. 

Research proposals.  

SLO 1, 2, 8, 9, 10  

SLO 13: Understand topics and debates in 

contemporary Italian Renaissance art 

history  

 

Period 5  

(Weeks 13-15)  

Final exam. Student 

presentations Term paper.  

SLO 14: Show understanding of material 

covered in the second half of the 

semester and of the course material as a 

whole (by way of a written exam).  

SLO 15: Prepare and present a 

presentation on a chosen research topic  

SLO 16: Write an academic paper on an 

aspect of the history of Italian 

Renaissance  art (term paper)  

 

 

 

 

IX. Appendices [Course specific materials, e.g. guidelines for essays, presentations, etc.] 

 

ALL ADDITIONAL GUIDELINES WILL BE PROVIDED AS SEPARATE SHEETS. 


