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AH-ANTQ202 - Classical Literature 

 

Spring 2019, Classroom 7, Mondays 11.00-13.00 / Thursdays 11.00-13.00 

Instructor: dr. Helle Hochscheid 

Office: 2.05, Franklin 

Office hours: by appointment 

Telephone: 0118 – 655 560 

Email: h.hochscheid@ucr.nl 

 

 

I Track information 

 Prerequisites for this course: 100 levels in antiquity, literature, anthropology or gender studies 

 This course serves as prerequisite for: 300 levels in antiquity and literature 

 Other courses in track: AH-ANTQ102, AH-ANTQ103, AH-ANTQ203, AH-ANTQ301, AH-ANTQ302 

 Related courses: ACCRHET101, ACCRHET201, AHHIST112; any literature courses 

 

II Course description 

After she killed her mother, Electra married and lived happily ever after. Or did she? Her fragile 

position in ancient Greek society - a woman with the male duty of revenge - epitomises the issues of 

power and gender which are the focus of this course.  

Throughout classical antiquity, the great literary authors, all but one male, have dealt with 

masculinity and femininity, have had their heroes elevate, worship and make love to women; but also 

have let them patronise, seduce and violate them. By no means is the image of women in ancient 

literature necessarily a negative one. Penelope matches Odysseus in strength and wit; Antigone 

breaks the law, but she holds her honour high; and women would in an ideal state rule as equals to 

men. Question that arise, however, are: do these literary heroines reflect a social reality? What role 

did homosexuality play in society?  

Power, male or female, is not only expressed in the contents of ancient literature, but also lies 

with its contemporary audience, whether a patron, an Athenian theatre crowd or the participants in a 

religious festivals. It comes to use through the intricately crafted literary techniques that ancient 

authors knew and applied. By using the social background of various texts as well as narrative and 

discourse analysis, we will delve into the dual web of gender and power that characterises so many 

literary works of classical antiquity, and reaches out to audiences to the present day. 

 

III  Study Load  

mailto:h.hochscheid@ucr.nl
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This course earns students four credits (equivalent to 7.5 ECTS). The class meets twice a week for 

two hours. Preparation time is approximately 10 hours per week.   

 

IV Course Materials 

Required: 

 Rutherford, Richard. 2005. Classical Literature. A Concise History. Oxford: Blackwell (ISBN 0-

631-23133-1) 

 Murray, Penelope and T.S. Dorsch, Classical Literary Criticism. London: Penguin Classics (ISBN 

978 0 140 44651 7)   

 Articles available from the Zeeuwse bibliotheek, online, or in Amsterdam University library  

 

Optional: 

 Lombardo, Stanley, 2000. The Essential Homer. Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing Company (ISBN 

0-87220-540-1) 

 

IV  Course organization and requirements 

Class attendance is compulsory. Missing a class (for whatever reason) has to be compensated. If you 

miss 20% of classes without a valid reason (e.g. illness, family emergency, personal leave) or without 

prior permission and informing your tutor, you will not be allowed to complete the course. Missing a 

debate or failing to hand in the paper without a valid reason, will lead to a fail for the entire course. 

Three days after the deadline for papers has passed, 10% will come off the grade per day that is 

missed. If you are having trouble meeting the deadline, communicate! 

 Students are expected to have studied assigned readings (also those by other students, please 

see below) prior to class, and importantly, bring the assigned texts into class. Classroom sessions 

consist of a combination of lecture, discussion, formal debate, project work and written work. 

Written work has to be handed in on Moodle under hand-in and in printed form, unless this is 

specifically changed by the instructor. When in doubt, upload as well as print. 

 Plagiarism of the first degree as defined by the UCR Plagiarism Policy will automatically result in 

a fail for the assignment and at most a conditional pass for the entire course, plagiarism of the 

second degree in a fail for the entire course. Cheating automatically results in a fail for the test or 

exam, repeated cheating in a fail for the course. Attendance, class and group participation, respect 

for deadlines and for the UCR Honour Code (concerning plagiarism and cheating) may severely affect 

your final grade in a positive or negative way. For details see also the Student Handbook. 

 

A Class participation & Reading reflections 

Participation is required and includes careful preparation of reading assignments, assigned questions 

(which might take the form of research tasks, discussion topics/projects etc.) and other exercises 

before class; and active participation in class discussions and other class activities, such as prepared 

analyses of texts. Staying quiet during classes will result in a fail for participation. If you are having 

http://www.roac.nl/default.asp?content=Plagiarism
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trouble with this aspect, contact the instructor so we can work on it. Asking questions or summarising a 

group’s discussion of an assignment is also participation! 

 Most weeks, homework questions will be provided with the assigned texts, which sometimes will 

have to be handed in at the start of class and then will be graded. Always bring a printed or written 

copy of homework to class, and mark in your version of texts where you found the answers. In response 

to the last edition of this course’s evaluations, the final exam of this course has been replaced by 

weekly reading reflections, to be uploaded to Moodle. The assignment has to be uploaded before class, 

and also brought to class so that we can discuss the results. The grade for this will be based on all 

reflections being thorough, relevant and correct in contents, and to them having been uploaded on 

time. Please keep an eye on the Moodle comments, where I can give you feedback if your reflections 

need some more attention. 

 

B Exam 

The exam will require essay-like answers in readable English and in detail, so not in keywords. Students 

can show what they have learned, and more importantly that they have thought critically about each 

text and its wider socio-historical implications, as well as the relations between various texts dealt with 

in the course. Exams will address ancient and secondary texts, chapters from the book which have been 

assigned during the weeks prior to the exam and lecture notes. NB: the final exam has been replaced by 

reading reflections (see above). This is to encourage you to prepare before class rather than for the 

exam, and will hopefully generate (even) better class discussions. 

 

Doing research: portfolio, abstract, paper 

NB: rubrics for all grade assignments are on Moodle! 

For the study of ancient subjects in general and for archaeology in particular, it is essential that the 

primary evidence is properly treated in terms of assessment and referencing. Therefore, you will be 

expected to use Dyabola, the search engine for classical studies for your research. I will show you 

how to use this in the first weeks of class. Much of the research which this site lists is not available 

online, or only in part (google books is only appropriate if the entire book is accessible). You will on 

at least one occasion visit a specialised academic library as part of this course, and you can also 

order books or articles from libraries around the Netherlands through IBL. Every student has an 

account for this, with 7.50 euros in it which will pay for five books or fewer copies of articles from 

elsewhere in the Netherlands through the system on picarta.com. We will discuss how to use this in 

class. Finally, online journals are available through your solis-ID and Utrecht University website, 

which gives you access to JSTOR, Project Muse, Cambridge Journals Online, etc. Translations of 

primary sources are often listed on Perseus (for links see Moodle). Please note this list does not 

include GoogleScholar, Wikipedia, etc.  

To get to the right level scholarship, you will be expected to at least once visit an academic 

library, e.g. Leiden or Amsterdam. You all need to find literature for your papers on library shelves, 

not just online. For Amsterdam, you can download the form to get a free library pass beforehand, so 

that they can make the cards in advance and you only need to pick them up. Please check the 

university library website (www.uba.uva.nl)  
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C Portfolio 

The portfolio (5 %) lists the way in which you conducted your paper research. So, you will very briefly, 

or even in keywords, describe how you generated the topic of your paper; how you went about 

making it smaller, finding literature (Which keywords used with which results, which databases, etc.). 

Briefly list the results from this that were relevant and those you discarded.  

The criteria for the portfolio are: 

 are search engines used topic-appropriate and exhaustive (see above!) 

 are the keywords appropriate for the topic, and flexible during the search process (i.e. did you 

adjust them if the results were not what you were looking for) 

 is the listed literature relevant, or if not: 

 have you indicated what turned out to be irrelevant, and briefly explained why not  

 is the bibliography resulting from this search correctly formatted 

 is the literature of a reasonable date for the topic (this may vary depending on the subject) 

 are relevant ancient sources (textual, visual or otherwise) included in the correct way 

There are two hand-in moments for the portfolio. The first is with your abstract, the second with 

your paper. Please upload in each case to the workspace. Printed versions are for the portfolio not 

necessary (but for the abstract and paper they are). 

 

D Abstract 

The abstract is a summarised version of the end-of-term paper, and will be graded (10%). The paper 

should be started early on in the semester, AS THE ABSTRACT IS DUE QUITE EARLY IN THE SEMESTER! 

The abstract is one to two pages in length and includes:  

 thesis statement / statement of the research question (What am I going to do?) 

 academic relevance (Why am I writing about this? In other words, how is this topic relevant for 

an audience of scholars? This relates to the following point:) 

 description of the method (How am I going to do it?, for example: which sources can I use 

(primary or secondary), is there any quantitative evidence, which secondary literature exists on 

the topic, do authors agree or not, etc.) 

 main arguments you will use (this means you must have a fairly detailed idea of what you are 

going to write and how the paper will turn out! So, start early) 

 preliminary conclusions (see previous) 

Again, this means that your paper needs to be well under way by the midterm break. You can hand in a 

draft version of the abstract at a date indicated in the schedule. This is not mandatory, but will give you 

a chance to improve your draft, and so your grade for the abstract and research bibliography.  

 

E Paper 

The paper will discuss a subject of your choice, submitted to the instructor for approval. Papers are 

to be between 2.800 and 3.200 words and have an argumentative, not a descriptive, structure. You 

are to use primary and secondary sources in a sound methodological manner in order to find 
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evidence supporting and if applicable, challenging their hypothesis, so that a balanced and critical 

assessment of recent scholarship follows; moreover, students are to use a proper system of 

referencing, using footnotes or endnotes (no in-text notes).  

The use of citations and a bibliography as customary in Classical Studies will be expected from 

the students in the final paper. You can for example use these sites for more info on this: 

http://researchguides.library.tufts.edu/content.php?pid=61264&sid=469810 or http://library. 

williams.edu/citing/styles/chicago1.php. As you can read in the paper guidelines on Moodle, I 

expect you to use footnotes for every claim which needs evidence (i.e. every claim). A footnote 

should contain: the last name of the author, the year of publication, and the page or pages where 

this information was found. This is known as the author-year system (similar to Harvard style), 

common in social sciences. Do not use the system where you mention in a first reference the full 

bibliographical information, and later only the name. Footnotes always include the last name (only 

the last), year and pages; then the bibliography serves to look up the work in question, which is why 

it is alphabetical. Use the paper guidelines and in case of doubt ask me. It is no problem for me to 

explain as often as you need how to use citations properly or help you with your research; it is a 

problem to find quotations lacking in final papers or sloppy research. 

Ancient sources you can find on the Perseus project (url on Moodle). Please use this website, 

because it will also provide you with abbreviations (right top corner of the page, Abbreviations) to 

use for referring to these authors and texts, and importantly, line numbers. In Classical Studies, 

there is a uniform standard of referring to line numbers rather than pages, which will differ per 

edition. Line numbers are universally recognised and are therefore the norm. Avoid things like 

'Aristotle 1995, 413'. That would be physically impossible and so it should not appear in your text, 

even though MLA or APA would suggest to do it like this. 

If there are any problems, questions or unclarities about how to find, use or refer to such 

sources, or any part of the research, don’t hesitate to ask. It is no problem for me to explain as often 

as you need how to use citations or help you with your research; it is a problem to find quotations 

lacking in the final papers or sloppy arguments. For further guidelines on any of this, please check 

the guidelines for writing papers on the workspace. You may send in a pre-final draft of your paper 

if you feel uncertain, but this version will not be corrected as thoroughly as the final one. You can 

also hand in your paper early. 

 

F Debates  

The debate is a formal debate as taught in the ACC 120 Rhetoric & Argumentation. Debate groups 

will be appointed. The theses which you will argue for or against will be provided in advance: each 

group will study their subject, making a list of arguments of their own, and what they think the 

opposition might come up with so they can prepare for refutation. Make sure you have your 

arguments at the ready, and that you are able to quote your sources, especially ancient sources! The 

grade is a group grade, but deviations are possible; 75% is based on the contents of your argument, 

25% on general argumentation style and delivery.  

 Please note that arguments ad hominem/feminam/et cetera  are not allowed (so no personal 

attacks) and that providing your sources (if they are good ones) will strengthen your arguments.  

 

http://researchguides.library.tufts.edu/content.php?pid=61264&sid=469810
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VI  Assessment  

Components in the final grade for the course are: 

 Participation: 10% 

 Exam: 15% 

 Reading reflections 15% 

 Abstract: 10% 

 Portfolios: 5% 

 Paper: 25% 

 Debate research and debating: 20% 

 

 

VII   Course schedule ANTQ 203 

1a 28.01 Sources for ancient society I  

CL 1-18, Kitto 1993 [1951] 

1b 31.01 Sources for ancient society II 

Ancient Mediterranean World 54-117  

2a 04.02 Class cancelled 

2b 07.02 Narration and the place of the author 

CL ch. I, 19-49; Rimmon-Kenan, 86-89 (Moodle) 

3a 11.02 Penelope’s Odyssey 

Odyssey, books 19, 21-23; Doherty 1995 (Moodle) 

3b 14.02 Sappho’s Muses and Alcman’s  

CL ch. V-VI, 151-81; Sappho selected poems, J. Hallett, Sappho and Her 

Social Context, and: E. Stehle, Romantic Sensuality, Poetic Sense, a 

Response to J. Hallett, in E. Greene ed. (1996), Reading Sappho, 125-49 

 D Hand in your paper plans plus research so far. That means a paper topic, 

first draft outline of possible arguments, and literature 

4a 18.02 An introduction to Ancient Historiography   

CL ch. IV, 104-18; T.J. Luce, The Greek historians, 1-14 

4b 21.02 Women in Herodotus 

Hdt. Histories, book I.95-140, I.177-216; Hazewindus 2004 

5a 25.02  From Perikles to Alexander: historical views on rulers 

  Reading research assignment; see Moodle 

 27.02 At mid-day: Hand in draft paper abstract on Moodle (not graded, hand in 

mandatory) 

5b                                                                                                                                                                                             28.02 Independent or Daily mail? History and tabloids in ancient Rome 

  Excerpts from Tacitus, Annals; Suetonius, Lives of the Caesars, Moodle 

6a 04.03 
Revision week: no class 

6b 09.03 

7a 11.03 Introduction to ancient theatre  

  CL ch. III, 77-89; Revermann 2006 (JSTOR) 
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7b 14.03 Workshop Michael Burke: Plato’s & Aristotle’s mimesis  

  Murray et al., Aristotle Poetics, and TBA 

8a 18.03 Midterm exam: all class notes and readings so far 

8b 21.03 Aeschylus’ Persians  

  Perseus project; questions on Moodle 

 D Hand in definitive paper abstract on Moodle and printed in class 

 25.03 - 29.03   Midterm break 

9a 01.04 Trachiniae, Euripides (link to pdf on Moodle); further tba 

9b 04.04 The Oresteia all over again 

Antiphon 1, Against the Stepmother for Poisoning (Perseus); V. Wohl, A 

Tragic Case of Poisoning: Intention Between Tragedy and the Law, 

Transactions of the Philological Association 140,  2010  (Project Muse, 

through MyUU), 33-65 

10a 08.04 Aristophanes and his women I Women at the Thesmophoria   

  https://www.poetryintranslation.com/PITBR/Greek/Thesmo.php  

please download full-text 

 10.04 Hand in paper on Moodle at noon on Wednesday; printed in class  

10b 11.04 Guest lecture prof. Mark Janse on Lysistrata;  

Read Lysistrata: https://lcsl.uic.edu/docs/default-source/classics/the-

original-ancient-text.pdf?sfvrsn=280e32a5_0)  

11a 15.04 The ancient novel 

  CL IV, 135-146; Chaereas and Callirhoe, books 1 and 8 (Moodle) 

11b 17.04 Guest lecture Claire Taylor, reading on Moodle 

11b 18.04 Class moved to Wednesday 

12a 22.04 Easter Monday. No class. 

12b 25.04 Men and women of the Aeneid 

CL ch. I, 35-40; Aeneid, books 2 and 4 (read this first, do the questions, 

then read the secondary text): C.G. Perkell, On Creusa, Dido, and the 

quality of victory in Virgil’s Aeneid, in H. Foley (ed.) 1981, Reflections of 

Women in Antiquity, 355-73 (Moodle) 

13a 29.04 
Revision week 

13b 02.05 

14b 06.05 Digenis Akrites books tba; edition by E. Jeffreys, in the Zeeuwse library; 

or read the intro pp. xiii-xvi on Googlebooks, and the text on Moodle  

14b 09.05 No class 

15a 13.05 Debates I 

15b 16.05 Debates II  

   
 

 

  

https://www.poetryintranslation.com/PITBR/Greek/Thesmo.php
https://lcsl.uic.edu/docs/default-source/classics/the-original-ancient-text.pdf?sfvrsn=280e32a5_0
https://lcsl.uic.edu/docs/default-source/classics/the-original-ancient-text.pdf?sfvrsn=280e32a5_0
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VIII  Learning outcomes  

Period Teaching activities Student is able to do 

Period 1 

(week 1) 

Lecture/workshop/

class discussion 

SLO 1: demonstrate knowledge of key events in Greek history, in 

particular, but not restricted to, the relative positions of men and 

women and concepts of gender in ancient societies 

SLO 2: demonstrate knowledge of main authors in Greek and 

Roman literature whose works reflect gender issues in antiquity 

explicitly or implicitly 

Period 2 

(Weeks 2-4) 

Workshop/class 

discussions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paper proposal  

 

 

SLO 2 

SLO 3: show a grasp of analytical tools derived from literary studies, 

poetics and stylistics (relevant to ancient poetry)  

SLO 4: show the ability to apply a range of analytical theories to 

archaeology and texts regarding gender issues in ancient (literary) 

culture 

SLO 5: demonstrate a grasp of the context of gender issues 

analysed in literature (in time and space, and various societal 

aspects of gender issues) 

SLO 3, 4, 5 

SLO 6: show the ability to find and analyse the majority of recent 

secondary literature in a range of modern languages (as needed) as 

well as necessary primary sources.  

Period 3 

(Weeks 5-7) 

Workshop/class 

discussions 

 

Exam 

SLO: 1, 2, 4, 5  

SLO 3: show a grasp of analytical tools derived from literary studies, 

poetics and stylistics (relevant to historiography)  

SLO 1, 2, 3, 5 

Period 4 

(Weeks 8-10) 

 

Workshop/class 

discussions 

 

 

Debates 

SLO: 1, 2, 4, 5  

SLO 3: show a grasp of analytical tools derived from literary studies, 

poetics and stylistics (relevant to oratory and comedy) 

SLO 1, 4, 5, 6 

SLO 7: Function effectively in team-based projects or exercises  

Period 5  

(Weeks 11-

15) 

Workshop/class 

discussions 

Exam 

Paper 

SLO: 1, 2, 4, 5, 6  

SLO 8: Reflect on personal/academic growth and development 

SLO 1, 2, 3, 5  

SLO 3, 4, 5, 6 

 

Supplementary leaning objective 

In this 200-level course, students are also introduced to the techniques and methods of antiquity 

research on an academic level. This entails an awareness of the intrinsic problems studying a 

chronologically remote period, and practical knowledge of procedures and methods in executing this 

type of research. Among these procedures are multi-faceted and multi-disciplinary methods of 

finding, logging, and assessing relevant ancient texts and artefacts; of using these (translated) texts 

and artefacts in responsible manner for historical research; and the use of a referencing system in 

accordance with professional standards. A visit to a specialist academic library is therefore a 

mandatory assignment in this course.  
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IX Reflection 

In the last edition of the course, students felt that the amount of reading per session was too large, 

that the level of analysis was too difficult, and that there should be more of a take-home point. In a 

literature course, large amounts of reading are inherent to the topic; those who do not enjoy reading 

(primary) texts should not take this course. The issues of analysis and a take-home point for 

individuals sessions should improve because there is now an incentive to keep up the reading 

especially in the second half of the semester. In my view, the low levels of preparation time in the 

previous edition of this course have much to do with the lack of grip some students experienced last 

time. Noneless, if you feel we could go about some aspects of the class differently to improve any 

points, please don’t wait until the midterm evaluations but tell me as soon as possible. 


