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AH LING301: Topics in Linguistics 

(Cognitive Linguistics) 

 

Fall 2018 

 

Classroom no: Eleanor 8 

Class times: Tuesday 08.45-10.45 and Friday 13.45-15.45 

 

Instructor: Dr. Ernestine Lahey 

Email: e.lahey@ucr.nl 

Tel: 011865554 

Office no. & location: Eleanor 1.27 

Office hours: Tuesdays and Fridays by appointment 

 

 

I. Track information 

a) Prerequisites for this course: A&H 126: Introduction to English Linguistics 

b) This course serves as prerequisite for: This course is not a prerequisite for any other 

course. Other courses which are relevant to this course – e.g. as part of a minor:  

 

Introduction to Western Philosophy 

Introduction to Cognitive Science 

Psycholinguistics 

 

For further information about the track, please see the track document available on the 

UCR intranet. 

 

II. Course description 

Topics in Linguistics: Cognitive Linguistics 

This year’s topic in linguistics is cognitive linguistics. Following the ‘cognitive revolution’ of 
the latter part of the twentieth century came the birth of a new subdiscipline of linguistics 

known as cognitive linguistics. The so-called ‘cognitive linguistics enterprise’ has since 

become highly influential; work in cognitive linguistics, and especially in such areas as 

blending theory and conceptual metaphor theory, is now positioned at the cutting edge of 

research in theoretical linguistics. Often heralded as a ‘more human’ alternative to formal 

models of language, cognitive linguistics draws on the findings of research in the cognitive 

sciences as a means to examining the relationship between language, body and mind. From 

this cognitive perspective, many of the principles underlying previous linguistic theories have 

come to be re-framed, re-examined and questioned.   

 At its heart, then, this course is an introduction to some of the most cutting-edge 

work being done in linguistics today, but one that is particularly cognizant of the legacy of 

linguistic theory and practice which has paved its way. 

* 

This course is intended to prepare students of linguistics for potential future work in the 

field at a graduate level, and the instructional models employed in this 300-level course 

reflect this aim. Class activities will be student-led, and students will be assessed on their 

presentation of the course material in class. The aims of this method of teaching and 

assessment are twofold: to prepare students for the highly interactive environment of a 

graduate school seminar room; and to provide students with a consistent method of 

continuous assessment throughout the course.   
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 This course also includes a skills component. Through a series of carefully planned 

step-by-step assignments which will culminate in a final term paper, students will develop 

key skills in research, thus preparing themselves for more advance research at the 

postgraduate level. 

 

III. Study Load  

This course earns students four credits (equivalent to 7.5 ECTS). The class meets twice a 

week for two hours. Preparation time is approximately 10 hours per week.  

 

IV. Course materials 

a) Required books and literature: all students must acquire hard copies of the 

following required texts: 

   

• Evans, Vyvyan and Green, Melanie. Cognitive Linguistics: An Introduction. Edinburgh: EUP, 

2006. 

• Evans, Vyvyan, Bergen, Benjamin and Zinken, Jörg, eds. The Cognitive Linguistics Reader. 

London and Oakville, CA: Equinox, 2007. 

 

Note that additional reading may be assigned. 

 

b) Recommended books and literature: the material listed below is optional background 

reading which students may find useful, e.g. when completing homework 

assignments, presentations or papers in the course. Note that the list below 

represents just a small selection of the very many publications in the field. Students 

are responsible for conducting a thorough literature search when planning their 

research. 

 

Brown, Keith, ed. Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics. 2nd ed. Science Direct. Web.*  

Croft, William and Cruse, D. Alan. Cognitive Linguistics. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press, 2004. Print. 

Fauconnier, Gilles and Turner, Mark. The Way We Think : Conceptual Blending and the Mind’s 

Hidden Complexities. New York: Basic Books, 2002. Print. 

Johnson, Mark. The Body in the Mind: The Bodily Basis of Meaning, Imagination and Reason. 

Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1987. Print. 

Lakoff, George. Women, Fire and Dangerous Things: What Categories Reveal About the Mind. 

Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1987. Print. 
Lakoff, George and Johnson, Mark. Metaphors We Live By. Chicago: University of Chicago 

Press, 1980. Print. 

Lakoff, George and Johnson, Mark. Philosophy in the Flesh: The Embodied Mind and its Challenge 

to Western Thought. New York: Basic Books, 1999. Print. 

Langacker, Ronald. Foundations of Cognitive Grammar: Vol. 1. Stanford, California: Stanford 

University Press, 1987. Print. 

Langacker, Ronald. Foundations of Cognitive Grammar: Vol. 2. Stanford, California: Stanford 

University Press, 1999. Print. 

 

*This resource is available via the UU library portal – search engines – ‘linguistics’. 

 

 



AH LING301: Topics in Linguistics 

 

V. Course organization and requirements 

a) General format of class meetings: class meetings will consist primarily of 

student-led teaching and learning activities, including student presentations, group 

work and discussion. 

b) Attendance: Students who must miss class due to extenuating circumstances must 

inform the instructor and the tutor of their absence and of the reason for their 

absence, preferably in advance. A student who is absent from more than six classes 

will receive an automatic grade of F for the course (see Student Handbook, section 

6.2.6). Students are expected to be in class for the full two hours during which 

class is scheduled.  

c) Reading/preparation: Students are expected to have prepared well for the class; 

this includes completing all assigned reading and any other scheduled or assigned 

tasks. Where a student is repeatedly unable to satisfactorily contribute to in-class 

discussion or activities the student will automatically lose value from his/her final 

grade.  

d) Participation: Class participation is required and includes active participation in 

discussions and group activities. Unsatisfactory class participation (including missed 

classes) may result in a student being dismissed from the classroom for the duration of a 

lesson.  

e) Course materials: There are two textbooks for this course. All students are expected 

to purchase both texts. Ebooks are not permitted as alternatives. Additional readings 

have also been assigned for some sessions of the course (please consult schedule for 

details). The correct textbook and any additional reading that has been assigned must be 

brought to every class, unless otherwise indicated. Repeated failure to bring the 

necessary texts will be noted and will result in an automatic grade deduction. Note that 

laptops are not permitted to be used in class at any time, unless otherwise 

specified, except in cases of documented special needs. 

f) Deadlines: all written work is due on Moodle before the start of class on the due date 

specified No exceptions will be made to this rule. Written work that is late loses 10 

marks per day (e.g. a grade of 90 becomes an 80, an 80 becomes a 70, etc.). Work will be 
considered late by one day if it is submitted anytime after the start of class (including 

during the break). Late work will be accepted according to this policy up to a maximum 

of 3 working days after the due date. Any work submitted after this point without prior 

arrangement will not be graded and will receive an automatic grade of 0.  

g) Extensions and alternative testing arrangements: extensions/alternative 

arrangements may be granted only in case of extenuating circumstances (e.g. serious 

illness, bereavement, etc.). All requests for extensions or alternative arrangements must 

be requested in advance and in writing (i.e. by email). Requests for extensions made 

on the due date or the day of testing will not be considered, except in very unusual 

circumstances Requests for extensions will be treated on a case-by-case basis -- please do 

not assume that your request will be granted. Computer/printer/internet failure will 

not be considered adequate grounds for an extension under any 

circumstances. 

h) Submitting written work: Unless otherwise instructed, all written work must be 

submitted via Moodle. All written work submitted to Moodle will be automatically 

checked for plagiarism using plagiarism detection software. Assignments which are not 

uploaded to Moodle will be considered unsubmitted and will receive a grade of 0. 

i) Format of written work: written work must be typed and double-spaced on one side 

of the page only. Please use standard margins (2.5-3.5 cm) and Times New Roman font, 
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size 12. All work must be documented according to the accepted MLA guidelines. Where 

work contains errors in referencing, points will always be deducted. 

j) Policy on phone use in class. Mobile phones and other devices which connect to the 

internet must not be used in class. If you are seen using these devices you will be 

required to hand in your device at the start of class every session from that point 

forward. 

k) Course schedule: the schedule below may need to be adjusted during the course of the 

semester to accommodate the schedules of guest lecturers, or in the case of instructor 

illness or other unforeseen situations. 

l) Special needs: students with documented learning disabilities or special needs should 

make their needs known to the instructor at the start of the course. 

m) Plagiarism is a serious academic offence which carries heavy sanctions.  Acquaint 

yourself with the UCR plagiarism policy (see your Student Handbook). 
n) Procedures for communication: email is the preferred method of 

communication outside of class hours. 

 

This course is subject to UCR academic rules and procedures. Both students and 

instructors are required to know and follow these rules and procedures. 

 

VI. Assessment 

(a) Components and percentage of final grade 

 

• Exams         30% (2 x 15%) 

• Research project, consisting of several components: 

(a) Proposal        15% 

(b) Literature review presentation    15% 

(c) Final paper (3500-4000 words)    20% 

• Group presentations      20% (2 x 10) 

 

(b) Grading criteria 

All assignments are graded according to guidelines outlined in the UCR Grading Policy. 

Detailed guidelines for each of the components above will be given and will specify exactly 

how this applies to each individual component.  

 

 

VII. Course schedule  

 

Time Topics to be discussed Course material 

used 

Assignments and 

assessment 

Week 1 

Session 1  

Aug 28 

Introduction to the 

course/What is cognitive 

linguistics? 

• Reader: Ch. 1, 

Evans, Bergen and 

Zinken 

In-class activities 

Week 1 

Session 2  

Aug 31 

What is cognitive 

linguistics? (II) 

 

• Evans and Green: 

Ch. 1 & 2 

Guidelines for research 

project distributed 

Students sign up for 

presentations no 

later than today! 

Week 2 

Session 1 

Universals and variation 

in language 
• Evans and Green: 

Ch. 3 

Student presentations 

1.1 
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Sept 4 • Reader: Ch. 26, 

Boroditsky 

Week 2 

Session 2 

Sept 7 

What is cognitive 

semantics? 

 

Evans and Green: 

Introduction to 

Part II (pp. 153-55), 

Ch. 5 

Student presentations 

1.2 

Week 3 

Session 1 

Sept 11 

Embodiment and 

conceptual structure – 

Johnson’s image schemas 

• Evans and Green: 

Ch. 6 

• Additional reading 

from Johnson 
(1987) 

Student presentations 

1.3 

 

Week 3 

Session 2 

Sept 14 

Embodiment and 

conceptual structure – 

Johnson’s image schemas 

(II) 

• Additional reading 

from Mandler 

(1992) 

Student presentations 

1.4 

 

Week 4 

Session I 

Sept 18 

The encyclopaedic view 

of meaning: frame 

semantics and the theory 

of domains 

• Evans and Green: 

Ch. 7 

 

Student presentations  

1.5 

Week 4 

Session 2 

Sept 21 

Categorisation and ICMs • Evans and Green: 

Ch. 8 

Student presentations 

1.6 

 

 

Week 5 

Sept 25/28 

Revision week – no class. Proposals due Sept 26 at 9:00. 

 

Week 6 

Session 1 

Oct 2 

Categorisation and ICMs 

(II) 
• Reader: Ch. 7, 

Geeraerts 

Student presentations  

1.7 

 

 

Week 6 

Session 2 

Oct 5 

Metaphor and Metonymy 

(metaphor) 
• Evans and Green: 

Ch. 9 

 

Student presentations 

1.8 

 

Week 7 

Session 1 
Oct 9 

Metaphor and Metonymy 

(II) (metaphor) 
• Reader: Ch. 11, 

Grady 

Student presentations 

2.1 
 

Week 7 

Session 2 

Oct 12 

Metaphor and Metonymy 

(III) (metonymy) 
• Introduction & Ch. 

4 of Littlemore 

(2015) Metonymy: 

Hidden Shortcuts in 

Language, Thought 

and Communication 

(ebook available via 

UU library portal: 

WorldCat) 

Student presentations 

2.2 

Mid-term break: October 15-19 

Week 8 

Session 1 

Oct 23 

Mid-term exam 

Week 8 Meaning construction and • Evans and Green: Student presentations 
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Session 2 

Oct 26 

mental spaces Ch. 11 

 

2.3 

Week 9 

Session 1 

Oct 30 

Text World Theory • Additional reading: 

Werth (1995); 

Lahey (2014)  

Student presentations 

2.4 

Week 9 

Session 2 

Nov 2 

Conceptual integration 

theory (conceptual 

blending theory) 

• Evans and Green: 

Ch. 12  

 

Student presentations 

2.5 

Week 10 

Session 1 

Nov 6 

Cognitive approaches to 

grammar (1) 
• Evans and Green: 

Introduction to 

Part II (pp. 471-4), 

Ch. 14 

Student presentations 

2.6 

Week 10 

Session 2 

Nov 9 

UCR Advising & Moderation Days – NO CLASS 

 

Week 11 

Session 1 

Nov 13 

Lit review presentations 1 

Week 11 

Session 2 

Nov 16 

Lit review presentations 2 

Week 12 

Session 1 

Nov 20 

Lit review presentations 3 

Week 12 

Session 2 

Nov 23 

Lit review presentations 4 

Week 13 

Nov 27/30 

Revision week – no class. Students finalizing term papers 

Week 14 

Session 1 

Dec 4 

Cognitive approaches to 

grammar (II) 
• Evans and Green: 

Ch. 15 

Student presentations 

2.7 

Term papers due 

Week 14 

Session 2 

Dec 7 

Language acquisition, 

diversity and change 
• Evans and Green: 

Ch. 4 

• Reader: Ch. 24, 

Tomasello 

Student presentations 

2.8 

 

Week 15 
Session 1 

Dec 11 

Assessing the cognitive 
linguistics enterprise 

• Evans and Green: 

Ch. 23 

• Reader: Ch. 2, 

Gibbs 

 

In-class activities 
 

Week 15 

Session 2 

Dec 14 

Final exam 

 

 

VIII. Student learning outcomes 

 

Period Teaching activities Student is able to do 



AH LING301: Topics in Linguistics 

 

Period 1 

(Weeks 1, 2) 

Student presentations, in-class 

activities 

SLO 1: Accurately summarize cognitive 

linguistic concepts and theories 

SLO 2: Organize information for an oral 

presentation 

SLO 3: Work in a team  

SLO 4: Use appropriate scholarly register 

Period 2 

(Weeks 3, 4,5) 

Student presentations, in-class 

activities, proposal. 

SLO 5: Critically evaluate scholarly 

sources in cognitive linguistics 

  

Period 3 

(Weeks 6, 7) 

Student presentations, in-class 

activities. 

 

Period 4 

(Weeks 8, 9, 

10) 

Student presentations, in-class 

activities, exam. 

 

Period 5 

(Weeks 11-15) 

Student presentations, in-class 

activities, exam, term paper. 

SLO 6: Identify a suitable research topic 

in cognitive linguistics 

SLO 7: Formulate a plan for research 

SLO 8: Analyze a current debate in 

cognitive linguistics  

SLO 9: Critically reflect on cognitive 

linguistics as a discipline 

 

 

IX. Appendices [Course specific materials, e.g. guidelines for essays, presentations, etc.] 

 

All additional guidelines will be provided as separate sheets. 


