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AH-ANTQ103  –  Introduction to Archaeology: Cities of the   

                          Ancient World 

 
Spring 2019, Mondays 9.45-11.45/ Thursdays 13.45-15.45, classroom 7 
 

Instructor: dr. Helle Hochscheid 

Office: 2.05, Franklin 

Office hours: by appointment 

 

Classroom: 7 

Email: h.hochscheid@ucr.nl 

Pigeon hole: reception in Franklin 

 

I Track information 

 Prerequisites for this course: none 

 This course serves as prerequisite for: 200 and 300 levels in antiquity  

 Other courses in track: AH-ANTQ202, AH-ANTQ203, AH-ANTQ301, AH-ANTQ302  

 Related courses: AH-ANTQ302; history, anthropology, sociology or human geography courses 

NB: completion of this course counts as a recommendation in applications to take part in the Waterloo Uncovered 

excavation project 

II Course description 

In the modern world, more than half the earth's population lives in cities. Urbanisation has progressed remarkably 

fast since the first true metropolis, imperial Rome; but Rome was unparalleled in the ancient world. Most cities had 

far fewer inhabitants, controlled less land, and were ruled by less powerful authorities. Despite the differences, the 

factors of power, territory, and population, as well as the connected aspects of production and consumption, are 

common elements in all settlements of more than average size. 

 This course is an archaeological approach to the phenomenon of cities from their earliest emergence in 

ancient Anatolia. It will look at how cities came to be the centres of power and dominated trade; how they used 

religion to create a common identity, and how they were used to consolidate conquest.  

 While the focus is on Greek and Roman culture, we will study the archaeological material of each settlement 

and put it in the context of the main questions of this course: in the early life of cities, what explains their success? 

How are the characteristics of urban societies reflected in the material remains? And what can modern cities learn 

from city life in the ancient world? Excursions in time and place - to late antiquity, post-ancient Africa and Asia - 

will offer a wider perspective. 

III  Study Load  

This course earns students four credits (equivalent to 7.5 ECTS). The class meets twice a week for two hours. 

Preparation time is approximately 10 hours per week.   

IV  Course materials  
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Charles Gates, Ancient Cities: The Archaeology of Urban Life in the Ancient Near East and Egypt, Greece and Rome, 

2nd Edition, Routledge, ISBN 0415498643         Mandatory 

 

Students are responsible for acquiring all assigned reading individually. The schedule indicates whether a text is 

available on JSTOR, Academia or otherwise. These are either available through Utrecht University’s electronic 

journals, free access online, or through the Zeeuwse Bibliotheek and other libraries, using Picarta’s inter library 

loan system (IBL). Searching literature for this course should be done by using the specialised search engine for 

antiquity, Dyabola, available through MyUU. See also below under abstract and research bibliography. 

V Course organization and requirements 

Proceedings: before class, summarize and take notes on all assigned readings. Note questions you have in the 

margins or in a notebook. Please bring these notes and the texts to class, not on a device, unless this has been 

specifically given permission for. Graded assignments have to be handed in on Moodle and in printed form, 

unless this is explicitly changed by the instructor. When in doubt, both upload and print. 

 Missing a class for whatever reason will have to be compensated. If you miss 20% of classes without a valid 

reason (e.g. illness, family emergency, personal leave), you will automatically fail the course. Missing an oral 

assignment without a valid reason will result in a fail; failing to hand in the paper without a valid reason, will lead 

to a fail for the entire course. Per day an assignment is late, 5% is deducted off the grade. If you are having 

trouble meeting the deadline, communicate with me please! 

 Plagiarism of the first degree as defined by the UCR Plagiarism Policy will automatically result in a fail for the 

assignment and at most a conditional pass for the entire course, plagiarism of the second degree in a fail for the 

entire course. Cheating will automatically result in a fail for the quiz or the exam, repeated cheating in a fail for the 

entire course. Attendance, class and group participation, respect for deadlines and for the UCR Honour Code 

(concerning plagiarism and cheating) may severely affect your final grade in a positive or negative way. For details 

see also the Student Handbook. 

A Participation is part of your final grade. It is essential that you all participate in discussions and general class 

interaction; the motivation shown in this and the quality of the contributions to the contents of discussions and 

group activities will determine the grade. If you find you are having trouble with this, please come and talk to me 

so that we can look for a solution. Smartphones, laptops and other devices are not allowed in the classroom, 

unless they are specifically requested for the session.  

B  Exams are about applying your knowledge, and about the interpretations of sites and artefacts. That means 

that each exam will include questions in essay form, focusing on the things we’ve emphasised in class (lecture 

notes are most important, followed by analyses of extra reading, and by factual knowledge from the textbook). 

Besides this, each exam will have a section where your knowledge of objects, their qualities, style and date is 

tested. So for example, you will get a number of pictures of objects and buildings and you will be asked to provide 

the technique, date and provenance, etc.  

C Object description serves to improve your observation and description skills. You will be asked to create a 

‘professional’ description of an archaeological artefact, along the format of an item in a scholarly analytical 

catalogue of archaeological material. Beside some technical information such as dimensions, material and 

condition, you are to analyse the decoration of the object and the style, and place the phase of that style in a 

wider context, for which you have to add secondary research. The assignment comes with a rubric which will be 

posted on Moodle; grading is based on completeness of the information, level of detail in the observation, and 

quality of the context provided (through secondary research). 

http://www.roac.nl/default.asp?content=Plagiarism


D Debates are formal debates as conducted in rhetoric 100 levels at UCR. Details of the procedure, the teams, 

and the hypotheses will be posted well in advance so you can prepare and do research on the topic. The 

document will include a grading form, which is also the rubric for this assignment. There will also be a preparation 

session. The themes of the debates (3) will revolve around archaeological heritage and conflict. 

 

Doing research: portfolio, abstract, paper 

For the study of ancient subjects in general and for archaeology in particular, it is essential that the primary 

evidence is properly treated in terms of assessment and referencing. Therefore, you are to use JSTOR, Project 

Muse, or preferably Dyabola, the search engine for classical archaeology, for your research for the paper. I will 

show you how to use these in the first weeks of class. Much of the research which this site lists is not available 

online, or only in part (google books is only appropriate if the entire book is accessible). This means you have to 

use your IBL account to order books or scans, or visit an academic library. At 100-level, such a visit is not a 

requirement yet, but if you miss important sources because they were not online, this might affect the 

assessment of your paper.  

Every student has an IBL account, with 7.50 euros in it which will pay for five books or fewer copies of articles 

from elsewhere in the Netherlands through the system on picarta.com. We will discuss how to use this in class. 

Online journals are available through your solis-ID and Utrecht University website, which gives you access to 

JSTOR, Project Muse, Cambridge Journals Online, etc. Translations of primary sources from classical antiquity are 

often listed on Perseus. For links see Moodle. 

E  Portfolio and abstract. The portfolio (5%) lists the way in which you researched your paper. You will very 

briefly, even in keywords, describe how you generated your topic; how you went about making it smaller and 

finding literature (which keywords did you use, which databases, etc.). Also briefly list which results came out of 

this that were relevant. There are two hand-in moments for the portfolio. Together with your abstract, and in an 

updated version with your paper. The latter will be graded. Criteria for the portfolio are in the rubric on Moodle.  

 The abstract also includes the research bibliography: this is an important element, because it reflects the 

outcome of what you describe in your portfolio. Its purpose is to show your capability to find and use proper online 

and non-online resources (no Wikipedia, please!) effectively and to demonstrate your awareness of previous 

research on the subject in question. This helps you to distinguish between mainstream academic opinions, and far-

out suggestions by maverick scholars (which are abundant in this field), so that you don’t make the mistake of 

following the latter when the arguments are shaky – which is hard to judge when you’re just starting.  

 Like for the portfolio, the research bibliography grade is based on: variety of databases, full-text and bibliographic 

ones, use of at least one relevant book or article which you ordered through picarta / IBL; thoroughness (try not to 

limit yourself to English if you can, and look also in non-online sources such as Dyabola, see above) and relevance 

(for example, an article about the Parthenon in the journal of education might not help for your research question), 

and finally, up-to-dateness: some works are classics and you can use them despite them being old. For some topics, 

e.g. those related to, gender, Christianity, ‘primitive’ cultures, etc.,  in which opinions have changed dramatically in 

the 20th century, it is important to focus on recent works rather than an article from 1901 or even 1940. 

You can hand in a draft version of the abstract at a date indicated in the schedule. This is not mandatory, but 

will give you a chance to improve your draft, and so your grade for the abstract.  

F The paper will discuss a subject of your choice, within the limits of ancient European, Near Eastern, and 

African archaeology, submitted to the instructor for approval. Papers are to be c. 2500 words and have an 

argumentative, not descriptive, structure. Use primary and secondary sources, and think about methodology 

(come discuss it if needs be) in order to find evidence supporting and if applicable, challenging their hypothesis, 

so that a balanced and critical assessment of recent scholarship can be reached; moreover, students are to use a 

proper system of referencing, using footnotes or endnotes (no in-text notes).  
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The use of citations and a bibliography as customary in the field of classical archaeology will be the standard. 

If there are any problems or questions about how to find, use or refer to such sources, or any other part of the 

research, don’t hesitate to ask. It is no problem for me to explain as often as you need how to use citations or 

help you with your research; it is a problem to find quotations lacking in the final papers or sloppy arguments. For 

further guidelines on any of this, please check the guidelines for writing papers on Moodle. For pictures, full 

citations for origin and what they depict are required. The museum and inventory number plus an academic 

source for the image are needed; an url (doi) is not necessary nor sufficient.  

You can hand in an excerpt of your draft paper. Make sure to include a sample of the argumentation as well 

as the part where you explain your thesis or research question. The last moment to hand in this sample in is two 

weeks before the final deadline: please hand it to me in person so I am aware you are waiting for feedback.  

VI  Assessment  

A Participation in class 15% 

B Exams (12.5 and 12.5%) 25%  

C Object description 10% 

D Debate  15% 

E Paper abstract & research portfolio (3x) 15% 

F Research paper  20%  

 

 

For sections VII and VIII see below IX. 

 

IX Reflection 

 

The last time this course ran was in Spring 2018. The course was rated good or very good by a majority of the 

students. Weaker evaluation points included the textbook; but as there is no better book on the market, we 

make do with it and add articles to build a more thought-provoking course content. Two revision weeks have 

been maintained. 

 

 

 



AH-ANTQ103 – course outline 

VII  Course schedule, ANTQ103 

 

1a 28.01 T 

R 

Introduction 

- 

Intro; nature of archaeological evidence; urban 

awareness 

1b 31.01 T 

R 

A 

Cities 

AC Introduction; Kostof 1991, 9-41 (Moodle) 

What criteria does Kostof list for cities? What can you think of that might be missing from this list? 

Is everything on there justified? How does this list compare to Gates' list (Childe)? 

 

Theory/definition of cities; development of 

definitions since Childe 

2a 04.02 - Class Cancelled  

2b 07.02 T 

R 

A 

Neolithic social structures 

AC ch. 1; Hodder, The Leopard's Tale, Prologue and 47-63 (until 3d paragraph; Moodle)  

What do we know about social differentiation in Çatalhöyük? Think of hierarchy as well as different 

groups in society. What evidence is this based on? Are other Near-Eastern sites (in Turkey, Israel) 

comparable in their clues about social structures, or not? What is different, and/or if it is similar, 

how so?   

Daily life in early communities; archaeological 

evidence on social structure; Neolithic 

settlements; Turkey; Near East 

3a 11.02 T 

R 

Cities or palaces: Minoan civilization 

Read and summarise: AC ch. 7 until 129;  Hitchcock & Preziosi, AA&A  78-87 (Moodle) 

 

Hierarchy in architecture; Minoans; social  

  A What was the function of Minoan palaces? What of Mycenaean ones? How do we know? What do 

the artefacts of Minoan culture tell us about their communities, both internally and towards the 

outside world? 

Structure; trade networks; gender 

3b 15.02 T 

R 

A 

Controlling history: Troy & Mycenae / Description workshop  

AC ch. 7 from 129 to end, ch. 8 

Bring to class: 3-4 sheets of blank (unlineated) paper, pencils, eraser 

In groups of 4, find one film fragment set in ancient Troy and one in ancient Mycenae. Make notes 

on the portrayal of the city. How does the time when it was made influence this portrayal? Does it 

have any bearing on historical or archaeological insights? Upload your links to Moodle. If your film 

was already found, find another one: first one to upload counts. Also think non-English! 

Archaeology & film; Bronze Age; historicity; 

temporization  

Visual analysis; written and visual reproduction; 

artefact evidence gathering through observation 

  D 1  Hand in first paper proposal on Moodle and in class (mandatory, but not graded). Research 

question, material studied, bibliography so far, planned method. 2  Hand in Portfolio 1 

Literature search; narrowing down topic; 

formulating thesis/question; evidence awareness 

4a 18.02 T 

R 

 

Forging identities: the case of the Philistines 

AC ch. 9 and 10; L. Niesiołowski-Spanò, Food or Drink? Pork or Wine? The Philistines and their 

“Ethnic” Markers, Scandinavian Journal of the Old Testament 29, 2015, 110-116 

Kanaan; Old Testament and Archaeology; Sea 

People; end of Aegean Bronze Age; Early Iron Age 
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A 

 

What was the development of cities in the Levant in the early Iron Age? How do we know about 

this (list different sources). How have the events of this period affected later history, and how do 

they affect life in this region nowadays? 

4b 21.02 T Public and private: emerging civic spaces, temenoi and living quarters   

  R AC 12, 13, 14 & 16 Civic space; Zagora; Athens; cemeteries;  

  A What kinds of public spaces could you distinguish in the poleis of the archaic and early-classical 

periods? What functions did these spaces have? How can these be identified archaeologically? Are 

texts necessary to confirm the identity of buildings’ remains, or do they only complicate matters? 

sanctuaries 

 

Visual analysis; written and visual reproduction 

  D Hand in object description before class on Moodle, in class printed artefact evidence gathering through observation 

5a 25.02 T 

R 

Midterm exam preparation session 

All readings and notes (your own on the readings and the class ones) so far 

 

  A Go over your notes from class and readings. Could you summarize the problem we addressed and 

its solutions, for each class? If not, try to find the necessary information for one class through some 

research. Bring to class 

 

5b 28.03 E Midterm exam: all class notes, personal class notes, and readings so far  Represent, combine, independent thought 

6 04.03 & 07.03  Revision week: no class  

7a 11.03 T Case study 1: gendered houses  Greek houses; gender; classical/Hellenistic  

  R AC ch. 12, 208-211, ch. 16, 264-268, ch. 17 & 18 Periods; domestic architecture definitions 

  A What do houses look like in th ancient world? What functions can we distinguish for different 

rooms through archaeological remains, and how can we do so? Do some extra research on these 

questions and bring to class 

Comparative analysis; literature vs. material 

culture 

  D Hand in definitive paper abstract on Moodle before class, AND printed in class 

Hand in portfolio version 2, ditto 
Finding literature, designing question and  

methodology, outline argument, reflection 

7b 14.03 T Case study 1: gendered houses   

  R 

 

 

 

A 

L. Nevett, Gender Relations in the Classical Greek Household: The Archaeological Evidence, BSAA 

(Annual of the British School at Athens) 90 (1995). 363-381; I. Morris, Archaeology and Gender 

Ideologies in Early Archaic Greece. Transactions of the American Philological Association 129 

(1999), 305-317 (JSTOR) 

Summarize critically; check evidence 

Tunesian houses; Athenian/Greek houses;  
Domestic usage patterns; social constructs of 
space 
 

Visualisation; evidence-based analysis 

8a 18.03 T 

R 

A 

Case study 1: gendered houses: the role of commerce 

- 

Tba 

 



8b 22.03 T 

R 

Case study 2: City growth and the countryside  

I. Morris, The growth of Greek cities in the first millennium BC, Princeton/Stanford Working Papers 

in Classics, 2005  (https://www.princeton.edu/~pswpc/pdfs/morris/120509.pdf): p. 1-6 and 22-23 

Consumer city; countryside/city relation; 

economic models of ancient cities; Weber 

Critical analysis of theory; integrate different 

  A Tba models; evidence-check 

 25.03 & 29.03 - Spring Break  

9a 01.04 T In-class writing session Research skills: literature, writing, analysis, peer- 

   Bring your updated abstract, your draft paper (*NB: deadline 13 April!), and your laptop. Review 

9b 04.04 T Case study 2: City growth and the countryside: the Near East  

AC ch. 18, 299-306; ch. 23; S. Alcock, Breaking up the Hellenistic world: survey and society, in I. 

Morris (ed.), Classical Greece: Ancient Histories and Modern Archaeologies. Cambridge University 

Press, 1994, 171-190 except 183-186 (Moodle) 

Hellenistic urban society; survey vs. excavation; 

big data; problem of decline; wealth levels;  

Pergamon; Alexandria 

  A Tba Survey methods 

10a 08.04 T 

R 

A 

Founding Rome 

Tba 

Tba 

Early Rome; foundation myths; Etruscans; South-

Italian Greeks (Magna Graecia); Latins; 

propaganda 

  D Hand in paper on Moodle and in pigeon hole before 17.00 hrs correct writing; bibliography, argumentation 

10b 11.04 T 

R 

 

A 

Case study 2: City growth and the countryside - imperial Rome 

AC ch. 24: P. Erdkamp, Beyond the Limits of the ‘Consumer City’. A Model of the Urban and Rural 

Economy in the Roman World, Historia 50 (2001), 332-354 (JSTOR) 

What is the Consumer City? How does it help us to understand Roman cities, if at all? What are  

the problems with the model, when looking at archaeological evidence? 

Imperial Rome; Consumer city; comparison early 

modern cities; Finley 

 

 

Research question, methodology, clear/  

11a 15.04 T 

R 

Case Study: City growth and the countryside: decline? 

AC 25; H. Kennedy, From Polis to Madina: urban change in late Antique and early Islamic Syria, 

PastPres 106 (1985), 3-27 

 

Late antiquity; cities of Syria; village life; urban 

change; Islamic conquest; government styles;  

  A What did late-Roman cities roughly look like? How is this different from high imperial cities, and 

are the changes signs of decline (physical, demographical, economical, etc.)? How should these 

changes be interpreted? Does the Arab conquest play a role? 

Plague; Christianity 

11b 18.04 T Archaeology & Conflict Archaeological heritage; cultural identity; conflict 

  R Moodle & heritage; international relations & heritage 

  A Moodle Represent, combine, independent thought 

12a 22.04 T 

R 

A 

Archaeology & Conflict 

Moodle 

Moodle 

See previous session 

https://www.princeton.edu/~pswpc/pdfs/morris/120509.pdf
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12b 25.04 D Final exam Revision 

13 29.04 - 03.05   Revision week, no classes  

14a 07.05 D Debates 1 Research; debating; flexibility and creativity;  

14b 10.05 D Debates 2 sound argumentation; evidence-based reasoning 

15a 14.05  Evaluation session Reflect 

15b 17.05  No class  

VIII  ANTQ103 - General instructional objectives  

 

Period Teaching activities Student is able to do 

Period 1 

(W 1-2) 

Lecture/workshop 

(throughout 

semester) 

 

 

Fieldtrip 

SLO 1: demonstrate knowledge of key artefacts and sites in Mediterranean archaeology from the Neolithic until Roman times; 

SLO 2: show knowledge of ancient artefacts and buildings, their production methods, techniques, materials, and origins, i.e. to 

recognise stylistic development and the corresponding chronology 

SLO 3: show a grasp of the methods of finding, identifying, analysing, and comparing ancient artefacts and sites in relation to  texts 

and modern studies of antiquity, and coming to a well-founded conclusion based on these 

SLO 6: Develop and apply new knowledge, methods, skills and expertise 

Period 2 

(W  3-4) 

Paper proposal  

 

 

 

Object description 

SLO 3; SLO 4: recognise and evaluate various analytical interpretative models of archaeology and critically assess various theories 

and their value for interpreting objects or buildings, individually or as categories  

SLO 5: show comprehension of analytical theories of archaeology derived from anthropology, classics, history and art history and 

ability to connect one or more of these disciplines to archaeology 

SLO 3, 5 and 6 

Period 3 

(W 5- 8) 

Midterm exam 

Abstract/portfolio 

SLO 1, 2, 3 and 6 

SLO 2, 3, 5 and 6 and 7: Reflect on personal/academic growth and development 

Period 4 

(W 8- 10) 

Paper workshop 

Debates 

Abstract 

SLO 3, 4, 5, 6 and 8: Function effectively in team-based projects or exercises (or individual ‘command’ decision exercises) 

SLO 2, 6, 7 and 8 

SLO 2, 3, 4 and 6 

Period 5 

(W 11- 15) 

Paper 

Final exam 

SLO 3, 4, 6 and 7  

SLO 1, 2, 3 and 6 

 


