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ANTQ 203 –  Ancient History 

Semester: 2018-1 

Classroom no. 2 (Theodore) 

Class times: Mon and Thu 11- 13 

 

Instructor: dr. Helle Hochscheid 

Email: h.hochscheid@ucr.nl 

Tel: 0118 655 560 

Office no. & location: Franklin 2.05 

Office hours: drop by for short meetings, make an appointment for longer ones 

 

I  Track information 

Prerequisites for this course:   

• ANTQ 102, Classical mythology or ANTQ 103, Introduction to Greek and Roman archaeology or 

• any 100-level in history or art history, plus sufficient knowledge of ancient myth and religion 

(read Classical Mythology, by Morford & Lenardon, textbook ANTQ 102)   or 

• By instructor’s permission 

Useful skills prerequisites: 

• Rhetoric and Argumentation 

• Qualitative Methods 

This course serves as prerequisite for:   

• ANTQ 301, Art & Archaeology; ANTQ 302, The Global Artefact, any 300 level in history 

 

This course is an alternative course in the history track or for a minor in history, or may serve towards 

a minor in gender studies. A minor in antiquity might be completed by PHIL201, Great Philosophers.  

For further information about the track, please see the track document available on the UCR intranet 

II  Course description 

What makes us into us, and others into others? This course investigates how ancient societies defined 

their identities, in city states, leagues, and empires; but also in free citizens and slaves; metics and 

women, the pure and the polluted. It traces the dividing lines of ethnicity, birth, class, wealth, gender, 

religion, and civic status through the ancient world, from the Mycenaeans to the Romans, passing a 

host of central and marginal characters on the way. 

During the course, a variety of types of primary and secondary material is used in class as well as 

for students’ work, offering the opportunity to learn how to deal with such wide-ranging material as a 
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source for the study of history. Students will do research on an aspect of identity of their choosing in 

groups, leading to individual papers and presentations.  

III   Study Load  

This course earns students four credits (equivalent to 7.5 ECTS). The class meets twice a week for two 

hours. Preparation time is approximately 10 hours per week.   

IV  Course materials 

Required literature: 

a) S. Pomeroy et al., Ancient Greece. A Political, Social and Cultural History (2017, 4th international 

ed.) Oxford University Press, ISBN: 978-0190686918)   (AG) 

b) Various articles available online, to be announced (for procedure see below) 

V  Course organization and requirements 

READINGS AND PROCEEDINGS 

Students are expected to come prepared to class. If reading questions are provided, please have a 

close look at where these are answered in the reading, and take notes and write down any other points 

of interest you come across. In class, taking notes is essential too, and it helps to have your own notes 

on the reading available in class discussions. In short, if an article is assigned for the class, bring a 

printed copy to the session. Further: 

• Laptops and other devices are not allowed during class, unless you have special permission 

confirmed by your tutor.  

• Written assignments have to be handed in on Moodle under hand-in, and in printed form, unless 

this is specifically changed by the instructor. When in doubt, upload and print. 

• Students are responsible for acquiring assigned reading individually. Assigned journal articles are 

available through Utrecht University’s electronic journals or other libraries, using WorldCat and the 

Zeeuwse Library’s inter-library loan system (see their website for details). Searching literature for 

this course should be done by using the specialised search engine for antiquity, Dyabola, available 

through MyUU. See also below under abstract and research bibliography. 

• Class attendance is compulsory. Missing a class will have to be compensated. In accordance with 

UCR rules, if you miss 20% of classes without a valid reason, you might fail the course.  

• There are no extensions in this course, unless circumstances are exceptional. Handing in any 

written work late affects both the grade of the assignment and the participation grade. If you 

foresee trouble in meeting the deadline, come talk to me well in advance so we can come up with a 

solution. Lack of planning or procrastination are not reasons for an exception, and neither is “I 

started on my final paper only last week”.   
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• Missing an exam without a valid reason will result in a fail for the assignment; failing to hand in the 

paper without a serious and valid reason, will lead to a fail for the entire course.  

Participation is so essential for our classes that you will receive a grade for it. A rubric is available on 

Moodle. In relation to this, please note again that mobile phones or laptops are not allowed during 

class, unless explicitly required for the session or for medical reasons.  

Attendance, class and group participation, respect for deadlines and for the UCR Honor Code 

(concerning plagiarism and cheating) may severely affect your final grade in a positive or negative way. 

For details see Student Handbook. 

EXAM 

This take the form of essay-like answers to questions, in readable English and in detail. In the answers, 

you are to show 1. good general knowledge of the main events in the period we have studied, and 

more 2. understanding of the causes and consequences of these events, and of the discussions about 

them we had in class, and 3. your own thoughts about these issues. The exams will address the 

chapters which have been assigned, but emphatically also on class notes. Make sure, therefore, that 

you take thorough notes and that you make up for missed sessions! Research shows that active 

participation makes it c. 75% easier to memorise what has been discussed in class!   

If you are too ill to attend the exam, this will require a doctor’s note; in case of absence, always inform 

the instructor as well in advance as possible, and cc your tutor into the email.  

RESEARCH   

The main graded element is the research paper (below, 25%) but there is a separate grade for the 

process of doing research, the effort you put in to this, how well you handled feedback, and how you 

met deadlines. To measure the process, you are to hand in a proposal and an abstract as well as two 

research portfolios (rubrics on Moodle). In the Proposal you present the topic/research question you 

want to study, the data and method you think you may use, and the literature you already found. The 

portfolio 1 coming with this describes how and where you’ve searched, with which keywords, etc. Next 

is the abstract plus portfolio 2 is a summarised draft version of the paper. The abstract is one to two 

pages in length and includes the following, integrated in one text (so not in list-form):  

▪ thesis statement / statement of the research question (What am I going to do?) 

▪ academic relevance (Why am I writing about this? Why would an audience of scholars be interested in 

my topic? This should NOT be a personal motivation, and it relates to the following point:) 

▪ description of the method (Which data can I gather? How can I analyse these data? Is there any 

theoretical model, or specific methodology, that I can apply, and why is it suitable? Which sources can I 

use (primary), can I use quantitative approaches? Which secondary literature exists on the topic, do 

authors agree, and if not (= always) then why is there controversy? Can I shed further light on the 
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controversy? etc.). NB: ‘I’ll be reading a lot’ and I’ll be looking on JSTOR and Dyabola are not methods. 

Don’t include those. This section is about method specific to your research. 

▪ main arguments you developed (this means you must have a fairly close idea of what you are going to 

write and how the paper will turn out! So, start early) 

▪ preliminary conclusions (see previous) 

▪ a comprehensive bibliography: this is an important element, and you must show that you have looked 

in WorldCat, journals (JSTOR, Project Muse, Cambridge Journals Online, etc.), edited books, 

monographs, translations of primary sources, and (if relevant) conference proceedings. Specialised 

bibliographic databases like JSTOR, Cambridge online journals, project Muse (accessible through MyUU) 

have to be used; don’t bother with web of science etc., because you will miss too many important 

references. Dyabola, is the most comprehensive because it covers all the above, and on top of that 

edited books and other languages than English. If you have trouble with sources, come to me for help.  

 The exclusive use of online articles or books is in no case sufficient for a sound investigation. The 

quality and thoroughness of your (re)search is part of the grade and the purpose of the research 

bibliography is to show your capability to use proper online resources (not Wikipedia or other websites) 

and to demonstrate your awareness of previous research on the subject in question. The question ‘how 

many books and articles should I use for my paper’ always has the same answer: as many as you can 

find that are reasonably recent (or older, but ‘classics’ or excavation reports) and are in good journals/ 

by academic publishers. This means it is quite a lot of work, so again, start on time.  

 Please note that from your bibliography it needs to be clear that you have visited and open-shelf 

academic library specialising in (ancient) history at least once. Should this pose insurmountable 

problems (i.e., not, poor planning, late starting, or having a weekend OV), please come and discuss 

them with me. 

Paper: for the study of any historical subject and antiquity in particular, it is essential that ancient 

sources are properly treated, both in terms of citation and evaluation. The paper will entail a subject of 

your choice, though it is advisable to choose a topic connected to the course. Papers have to be 3000-

4000 words (no more) and argumentative in structure. You are to use proper primary and secondary 

sources and refer to them correctly (see also rubric/paper guidelines). If you use pictures, full citations 

for those are required. The rubric as well as guidelines are on Moodle. 

 

Library research & citations: the topic for your thesis, your main argument and bibliography must be 

handed in by email before the deadline in the schedule; next is the table of contents and a full abstract 

(you can add your introduction if you like), then follows the final version of your paper. 

 The use of citations and a bibliography as customary in the fields of antiquity will be expected 

from the students in the final paper. You can for example use these sites for more info on this: 

http://researchguides.library.tufts.edu/content.php?pid=61264&sid=469810 or 

http://library.williams.edu/citing/styles/chicago1.php. As you can read in the paper guidelines, I 

expect you to use footnotes, which contain: the last name of the author, the year of publication, and 

the page or pages where this information was found – nothing else, so no title words, no pp etc. Of 

course if you have a comment you want to discuss in the note, that is fine. Multiple authors are 

http://researchguides.library.tufts.edu/content.php?pid=61264&sid=469810
http://library.williams.edu/citing/styles/chicago1.php
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separated by a semi-colon The bibliography serves to look up the work in question, which is why it is 

alphabetical and on second rank, chronological. Use the guidelines for papers, and in case of doubt, 

ask me. It is no problem for me to explain as often as you need how to use citations properly or help 

you with your research; it is a problem however to find quotations lacking. Further information on 

coming up with a topic, thesis statement, on referencing, finding literature and other tips can be found 

on Moodle in the paper guidelines and the rubrics. 

STUDENT SESSIONS  

These are sessions taught by students in groups of three or four, looking at an aspect of identity in the 

ancient world from the time periods indicated in the schedule. Each group will come up with an 

argumentative question to discuss in class and will assign reading from a textbook on the general 

historical background, and a specific article with a question which the other students have to prepare 

in advance. Each group fills a whole session. You can also make up your own assignment or in-class 

activity. Creativity is encouraged. Two weeks before your session, you have to run a proposal by me. 

One week before, the assigned homework for the other students must be distributed.  

In order to get a good result, group members have to work together and divide the work fairly 

(that also means nobody is excluded from presenting, and nobody from taking part in/leading the 

discussion). If there were to occur any problem or discontent and/or if it proved difficult to solve this 

among yourselves, do not hesitate to come and talk it over with me. The students in the class have to 

prepare well enough to be able to critique the question, take alternative positions in the topic that is 

debated, and will be asked to give feedback on all presenters. 

PARTICIPATION  

In the second half of the semester there is no exam. However, it will be plain who prepared for classes 

and who did not, and being unprepared for class will have serious consequences for your participation 

grade. If you are too shy to speak up in class, come see me so we can work on it; or show me your 

preparation in a different way. Otherwise, see rubric on Moodle.  

VI  Assessment 

Components in the final grade for the course are: 

• Exam: 20%  

• Research: 40% (15% research process, reflected in among other things, the abstract, proposal and 

 portfolios; 25% paper) 

• Student session: 20% 

• Active participation: 20% 

VII  Course schedule  

See separate document on Moodle. 
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VIII  Specific learning outcomes 

Students who successfully complete this course will: 

 

1 demonstrate knowledge of key dates, events, people and groups of people of Greek Antiquity, and 

how they fit into the historical and literary tradition of their lifetimes: 

a show in-depth knowledge of the main events and protagonists in the history of the 

Mediterranean, notably the Greek world from c. 4000 BC till c. 600 AD 

b show awareness of the main primary sources for this history, be they archaeological, literary 

or epigraphic  

c show knowledge of the historical circumstances in the Near East, in particular those relevant 

to Greece during the prehistory and Bronze Age  

d show knowledge of historical circumstances in Italy and the parallels and differences in 

historical development of Greece and Rome, leading to the conquest of Greece by Rome  

e show a basic grasp of the theories used to analyse archaeological and textual material from 

antiquity, 

 

2 be able to discuss historical events in the context of socio-political, religious, economic and 

cultural circumstances: 

a demonstrate insight in long-term social, political and economic developments in the societies 

of ancient Greece and to a lesser extent, of her neighbours  

b be able to describe the role of religion and cult in Greece and in some cases, in Rome  

c be able to describe the socio-political, economic and religious links between Greece and the 

Levant and Greece and Rome at various times 

d be able to describe how historical circumstances are reflected in various forms of artistic and 

cultural expression 

e demonstrate awareness of the pitfalls of primary sources and the main theoretical approaches 

in the contemporary practice of ancient history 

 

3 show understanding of the importance of studying ancient history from both primary and 

secondary sources: 

a show an awareness of changing historical conventions regarding the interpretation of ancient 

artefacts and texts in the 19th and 20th centuries as well as in contemporary mainstream 

scholarship 

b demonstrate a basic understanding of the relationship between ancient texts and artefacts on 

the one hand, and the individuals and societies which produced them on the other 

c show an understanding of the pitfalls of historical, archaeological or philological research 

d show awareness and appreciation with regard to the need for proper academic referencing 

and the controllability of scholarly work 

 

4 recognise and evaluate various analytical interpretation models of ancient texts: 
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a show an understanding of the difficulties of historical and archaeological research and the 

limitations of the use of anachronistic concepts on antiquity 

b demonstrate a grasp of relevant analytical models, be they derived from anthropology, 

sociology, economics or cultural analysis  

c show and understanding of the need for all the aforementioned theoretical approaches in 

ancient history 

d be able to apply historiographic and other theoretical approaches in discussions on the 

aspects of history discussed in the course 

e critically assess theories and models, their uses and value for the interpretation of ancient 

history 

f give their own opinion on the validity of theories and interpretations regarding ancient history 

based on evaluation of primary and secondary sources as well as theoretical models 

 

Additional learning objective: critical argumentation and method in (ancient) history, 

antiquity and classical studies 

In this 200-level course, students are also introduced to the techniques and skills of ancient history 

research on an academic level. This entails twofold instruction.  

-  first, students must be or must be made aware of the intrinsic dangers of any study of a 

 chronologically remote period, and 

-  second, they need practical knowledge of proper procedures in executing this type of 

 research so as to avoid these intrinsic dangers as far as possible.  

Among these procedures are methods of finding and (basic) assessment of translations of ancient 

texts; of using these texts in a scholarly responsible manner for historically oriented research; and the 

use of a referencing system in accordance with professional standards.  

 Moreover, the record of archaeological excavation and artefact data requires some dexterity in 

interpreting. In view of the continuance in the 300-level, a start will be made with surveying 

archaeological literature. 

 It is essential that the main theoretical, systematic and practical aspects of research as practised in 

the field of classical antiquity (but in fact of any historical type of research) are conveyed at this point 

in the track, so that students can practice and apply them once more –in the relevant 300-level 

courses, before they go on to a Master trajectory which in most cases will require such capabilities. 

Beside the slo’s outlined above, such advanced research and source assessment skills are therefore an 

important objective of the ANTQ 203.  

 

Assignments which will help students achieve all of the above goals are listed in the course 

organization section and will be posted on the Moodle. 

 

SLO 1:  throughout the course; assigned reading, class discussions, exams, literature search, 

student sessions 

SLO 2:  throughout the course; class discussions, exams, abstract, paper, student sessions 
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SLO 3:  throughout the course; class discussions, library visit, research portfolio, abstract, 

paper, student sessions 

SLO 4:  lectures/workshops, class discussions, paper, student sessions 

Additional:  research portfolio, library visit, abstract, paper 

IX Appendices  

For grading rubrics, paper guidelines and library manuals, as well as some reading materials, please 

see Moodle. 

 

X  Reflection 

This section in the course outline gives some of the comments of the students who took this course in 

its previous edition. The purpose is to improve compared to last time both in what we (students and 

instructor) can learn in this course, and our enjoyment of the process.  

 

- Too much reading vs. 

I didn’t have enough 

prior knowledge 

 

 

 

- Grading criteria 

unclear 

- The official UCR maximum is 100 pages per week. Generally, we 

stick to that. Remember that it will usually be the article that we 

talk about most, and the book you need to read for a general 

overview of what happens in a time period. So, a quick summary 

of the book and a more thorough reading of the article will usually 

do the trick if you’re pressed for time.  

- If you are in any kind of doubt regarding the rubrics, or other 

aspect of grading that you think are missing in the rubrics, please 

come and talk to me! I can only improve on this point if you tell 

me what is not clear. The sooner, the better – preferably at the 

start of the semester. 

 


